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What to Binge Watch 
During the Winter 

Break

The long awaited movie, Avatar: The Way of Water is 
coming to theaters on December 14, 2022. What made this 
movie extra special is that the world premiere was in 
Korea. The stars of the movie were in Seoul on December 
9th to greet the fans. The first Avatar movie came out in 
2009. We were all very young, so it might be a good idea 
to see the first movie at home before going to the movie 
theater.

If you just want to lounge around the house in your 
pajamas, you can binge watch the Netflix series 
Wednesday. This series was released in November and 
while many of you may have already watched it, the series 
is so popular that a season 2 is in the talks. For those who 
have not seen this series yet, it is by the genius creator Tim 
Burton, who has done many favorites such as Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory and the stop-motion Nightmare Before 
Christmas.

There is always the classic holiday movie my family 
watches at home every year. I highly recommend 
watching Elf. This movie was released in 2004 (older than 
the first  Avatar movie), but it still holds up today. Will 
Ferrell is hilarious as Buddy the Elf. The entire family will 
laugh and cry with this movie.

Whatever your plans are this winter vacation, get some 
much needed rest and happy watching.

“No good movie is too 
long and no bad 
movie is short 
enough.”
― Roger Eberst

 It is finally winter break and we have three full weeks of no 
school. Of course, you will keep up with your studies, but when 
there’s nothing to do, here are some movies or series to watch.
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Can Son Play in 
the World Cup?
On November 3rd, the English 
Premier League Soccer Team - 
Tottenham - announced that 
Heung-Min Son suffered a facial 
injury during a Champion’s 
League game against Marseille and 
had to get surgery. Not only are 
fans of his club team - Tottenham 
Hotspur - concerned, but with the 
world cup just around the corner, 
fans around the globe are worried 
about his status, too.

Heung-min Son is a professional 
soccer player from Korea. He is 
one of the best players in the 
English Premier League, making 
him one of the best players in the 
world. He gets paid a king’s 
ransom to play a child’s game. He 
earns 9.984 million pounds (15.7 
billion won) annually.

Son and the opposing player, 
Chancel Mbemba, ran into each 
other trying to head the ball. 
During the process, Son smashed 
the left side of his head with 
Mbemba’s right shoulder. As soon 
as that happened, Son fell to the 
ground and covered his face with 
his hands. The medical staff went 
to him and escorted him off the 
field. After going to the hospital, 
he was diagnosed with a fractured 
eye socket, which needed surgery.

What Son Said 
About Whether 
to Participate 
or Not

“I came here 
despite the fact 
that I am 
injured and 
fully aware that 
there is always a 
risk of getting 
hurt. It’s 
difficult to say 
that ‘I will play 
in every match’. 
I would like to 
update you after 
monitoring my 
condition day 
by day and step 
by step.” — 
Heungmin Son

“Going through a surgery can ruin 
your body but I was told that my 
surgery went very well. I am still 
recovering but there shouldn’t be 
any problems.”

On a positive note, he has had a 
chance to rest and recover. He 
stated to the media (Football 
Daily): “I have been playing 
without missing any matches until 
the winter season. I have been 
resting only for the last 10 days, so 
this has been an opportunity to 
refresh my condition.” 

This World Cup only happens 
once every 4 years and this one is 
especially important because it is 
the first FIFA World Cup held 
after the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
magnitude of the event is 
undoubtedly the reason Son is 
going to play even though he 
fractured his face.

Also, FIFA  has allowed players to 
play with a protective mask, which 
means that Son will most likely be 
seen on the fields of Qatar. 

Source: Newsis
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This Month in 
History: 
December 2, 
1804
Many leaders from history are still 
discussed up to this day regardless 
of whether that leader was 
benevolent or malicious. 
However, even among those 
leaders, there is a person who 
stands out. 

He is the symbol of courage and 
endurance. He is the protagonist 
of countless movies and songs. He 
is Napoleon Bonaparte. And on 
December 2, 1804, he was 
crowned Emperor of France by 
Pope Pius VII in Paris.

Source: CNN and WSJ 

Napoleon was born on August 15, 1769. His parents were a part of the local 
nobility class, but was not wealthy. Although Napoleon’s hometown was originally 
in Italy, it was acquired by the French around the time he was born. Napoleon 
spent the most of his childhood in his hometown, but left for a French military 
academy when he was 15. After graduation, he joined the French army as 
lieutenant and slowly rose through the ranks. 

Napoleon started to be recognized around 1795 when he started leading troops 
into victories against other European nations. Even when other French generals 
were losing, Napoleon mostly won his battles and seized large  territories from 
Austria, Egypt, and Italy. Then, the political party he was affiliated with overthrew 
the original party and appointed Napoleon as the leader. After serving as the leader 
of his political party for a few years, Napoleon was finally crowned as Emperor in 
1804. 

After he became Emperor, Napoleon continued warfare with nearby countries in an 
attempt to make France the most powerful nation of the world. While his war against 
Austria and Russia are still considered to be one of the greatest military achievements in 
human history, France eventually fell before Russia and Great Britain as the wars got 
longer. Despite attempting to rule over France again, Napoleon was exiled to a remote 
island near England and passed away at the age of 51. 

Napoleon’s story is still remembered upto this day, which tells us about how momentous 
his achievements were and the significance he had on the course of world history. 
However, his saga is also a lesson that shows that thee is always a limit and that endless 
greed will meet an end at one point. 
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Korea’s Amazing Comeback After 12 Years

The 22nd Fifia World Cup was held in Qatar 
this year and started from November 20th and 
is expected to end on December 18th. South 
Korea was chosen to play amongst many 
talented countries. Even with the team’s ace’s 
injury, Korea managed to do well, going up to 
the round of 16 for the first time after the 2010 
world cup. Son heung-min had broken his 
face 3 weeks prior to the world cup and many 
fans were worried that he might ot be able to 
play. After his surgery, he came back onto the 
field with a special protective mask. The mask 
made it difficult to play, but he played a 
successful game. 

Cho Gu-seung gained a lot of popularity 
through his multiple goals during the world 
cup. He gained over 2 million followers on 
Instagram in just a short time. During the 
competition between Uruguay, Korea scored 
2-1 and brought victory. 

Paik sueng-ho made his first goal in the world 
cup during their competition between Brazil. 
Brazil outscored Korea really quickly in the 
first half of the game and Paik sueng-ho 
couldn’t celebrate properly even though it was 
his first goal. 

The 2022 Fifa World Cup was a great victory 
for the South Korean players. 

Source: Korean Herald and 
Chosun Ilbo
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Aah. The warm smell of 
freshly-baked sugar cookies. The 
aroma of festivity lingering in the 
air. It’s that time of year. The time 
for gift-giving and 
tree-decorating. The time to get 
together once more with family 
and friends for a night of festivity. 
Christmastime. But, did you 
know, it wasn’t always like this? 
Way before Santa Claus, or even 
Jesus and the Wise Men, there was 
Yule.

During the Winter Solstice, the 
Norse people recognized a holiday 
called Yule, stretching from 
December to January. According 
to History.com, the tradition went 
that they would set treewood on 
fire and celebrate the day for as 
long as the flames continued 
burning. The legend went that for 
every spark, there would be a 
newborn pig or cow.

It wasn’t just the Norse. 
Throughout Europe, meat and 
wine were plentiful during the 
winter season, leading to a variety 
of holiday celebrations during the 
season. In Germany, “Oden” was a 
powerful god that reigned in 
winter, so most people stayed in 
their houses. He was said to have 
the ability to control whether you 
lived or died. 

Christmas: 
A History

Finally, in late June of 1870, Christmas 
was first announced as an official holiday.

It was originally a time where people 
would parade around under the influence 
of alcohol, and the lower classes could visit 
the houses of the upper class for a night of 
entertainment. However, somewhere in 
the 14th century, Christmas trees became 
a staple. Santa Claus became popularized 
in the 1800s, suspected to be based on St. 
Nicholas.

A plethora of ornaments came along, some 
food-related, and many with religious 
roots. Candles were a tribute to heaven, 
and stars were references to Bethlehem.

The idea of gift-giving, wrapping, and 
carol-singing became widespread as well. 
Mistletoe and wreaths symbolized fertility 
and God’s long-lasting power, 
respectively. Christmas cards became 
household with a population that wanted 
to waste less time with prolonged visits.

Long story short, Christmas has had quite 
a history, full of ups and downs, different 
figures and traditions, but its core beliefs 
of connection and unity have generally 
stayed the same. So, this snowy season, 
settle down with a nice cup of hot cocoa, 
turn on a movie or two, and give some 
presents!

Some common Roman holidays 
that happened around the same 
time included Saturnalia, Juvenalia, 
and December 25th, which was 
the birthday of the solar god 
“Mithra”. Saturnalia was in honor 
of the agricultural god, “Saturn”, 
and was the only month when 
equality and liberty in Rome was 
normalized and all civilians could 
participate in celebratory activities. 
Juvenalia was a time to cherish 
Roman youths.

300 AD marked the first 
occurrence of Jesus’s birthday 
being honored. However, it wasn’t 
called “Christmas” just yet. No, it 
was known as the “Feast of 
Nativity”. The Pope designated 
December 25th as the day of his 
birth, although some questioned 
whether this date was entirely 
realistic. By 432, the holiday had 
gone to Egypt, and 500 AD 
marked its spreading to England as 
well. And by the 1600s, Christmas 
happened in the US too, notably in 
Jamestown. 

Source: New York Times
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Goodbye 
Christmas, 
Hello Kwanzaa

Besides the candles, as mentioned 
in an Inter Exchange article, 
further decorations include a straw 
place mat (mkeka) to represent 
how the present day stands in the 
past. In addition, one might see 
crops (mazao) as Kwanzaa derives 
from traditional African harvest 
festivals, especially ears of corn 
(muhindi) which symbolise 
fertility and the future.

“Umoja: To strive for and 
maintain unity in the family, 
community, nation, and race.” If 
you’re someone who spends too 
much time on the internet like me, 
you may recognise this quote from 
the 2022 Google Easter Egg that 
pops up when you search for 
Kwanzaa. But what exactly is 
Kwanzaa and why are some 
people saying it is controversial?

Kwanzaa is a secular, or non 
religious, holiday celebrated by 
pan-African and African 
Americans during the week after 
Christmas, starting on 26 
December to 1 January. Each day 
family members and guest will 
celebrate one of the seven 
principles: unity (umoja), 
self-determination (kujichagulia), 
collective work and responsibility 
(ujima), cooperative economics 
(ujamaa), purpose (nia), creativity 
(kuumba), and faith (imani). 

These principles are also 
symbolised by the seven candles, 
where the black candle in the 
middle is lit on the first day, before 
alternating between the three red 
ones on the left and three green 
ones on the right. On the sixth 
day of celebrations, everyone will 
drink from the Unity Cup 
(Kikombe Cha Umoja) as a 
symbol of unity as well as to 
honour their ancestors. Finally, the 
holiday draws to a close on the 
seventh day with a banquet 
(karamu), which includes a feast as 
well as the giving of small, 
handmade gifts. 

Kwanzaa’s 
Unknown Story

Although it sounds like a regular 
holiday and harmless fun, the 
controversy over Kwanzaa is 
because of its origins. The holiday 
was created by Maulana Karenga 
in 1966 during the Civil Rights 
Movement, a time of civil unrest. 
Kwanzaa is often linked to black 
nationalism as people viewed the 
celebration as a separate black 
replacement of a white holiday or 
“Black Christmas” despite not 
having religious roots. The Los 
Angeles Times also described 
other controversies around 
Kwanzaa’s founder was the fact 
that he was convicted of assaulting 
two female members of a black 
nationalist group. 

Despite the holiday’s darker 
history, the controversies around 
Kwanzaa’s founder shouldn’t take 
away the true meaning behind the 
celebration: unity, faith, and black 
people’s fight for equality which is 
still relevant today. For many 
black people like journalist Chanté 
Griffin, the holiday is “For Us, By 
Us” and a sign of black 
empowerment. For everyone 
Kwanzaa is a sign of our long 
journey to equality.

“Kwanzaa is a special 
time to remember the 
ancestors, the bridge 
builders, and the 
leaders” — Dorothy 
Winbush Riley

Source: Reader’s Digest
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