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Stronger
Together

Dear Parents,

October and November have been a fantastic time at Busan 
Foreign School. Since our last newsletter, we have been 
able to bring all of our students back onto campus.  Since 
February of last year, our goals have been to keep students 
safe and maintain our high learning level.  We are fortunate 
to be successful at both.  We are aware that the situation 
can change at any time, and are both vigilant and prepared 
to make those changes.  For now, our school feels like a 
vibrant community where students can develop their Shark 
Attributes. 

First, I would like to thank all of the students who submitted 
our annual t-shirt contest designs.  We have had two winners 
for the first time, but it is so appropriate for our theme of 
“Stronger Together.”  These are our best t-shirts ever, and I 
want to thank Ms. Goeun Choi and Mrs. Vanessa Allepuz for 
turning our students’ vision into a reality. 

A Word from the Principal
Iain Macfarlane  Next, a heartfelt thank you to our HS Student Council 

and PTSO for an unforgettable Halloween.   I’ve never 
seen the school decorated so thoroughly or so well.  The 
fun and excitement of that day will create memories 
for our students that will last a lifetime.   It was indeed 
a day where teachers, students, and parents came 
together to make school fun.

Finally, I want to thank all of the teachers committed to 
offering extra activities for our students.  Without these 
activities to start the year, a special part of our school 
was missing.  BFS prides itself on its academics, but it 
is the artistic and athletic opportunities we give our 
students that make us outstanding.

Watch out for November and December as more groups 
take initiative and keep our community engaged.

I look forward to working with our teachers, students, 
and parents to ensure we all have multiple ways to shine.

Iain Macfarlane
BFS Principal
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2020-21 SY BFS Halloween!
Having all physically come back together at school a few weeks before Halloween, this year’s marking of All Hallow’s Eve signified the 
first time in almost one year where the entire school community worked together to bring joy to the school. The students’ contribution 
in decorating the school brought authenticity to October 31st. We are especially thankful to Ms. Widholm, our makerspace teacher, for 
coordinating all efforts.
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Altar De Los Muertos
Our Spanish classes put together an “Altar De Los Muertos”, contributing to the Mexican “DÍa De Los Muertos” which takes place right after 
Halloween. You will find some of the most common objects used to communicate with the deceased: skulls, marigolds, perforated paper, 
bread, salt, and photographs. Our students chose to dedicate the altar to artist Freida Pinto and basketball player Kobe Bryant. Thank you Mr. 
Cassinello for sharing this tradition!

Halloween Door Decorating Contest
Sponsored by the PTSO, and with the help of MS Student Council, the BFS teacher and student community teamed up to decorate classroom doors.
MS doors were voted through a coin jar fundraiser while other doors were judged by a parent committee. Special acknowledgements to:
- Lower Elementary: Grade 1    |   - Higher Elementary: Grade 3    |     - Middle School: Grade 6    |    - Specialists: HS Choir
All doors looked absolutely fabulous. Teachers, students, and sometimes parents contributed with their hearts. We are so grateful for everyone’s 
participation.
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2020-21 SY Spirit T-Shirt Winner and Runner Ups
Congratulations Hanna Self and Eunsaem Park. Under the motto “Stronger Together” we realized that together, the two designs would make 
an even stronger Shark Spirit tee. We would also like to congratulate all runner ups and thank everyone for their participation. For those that 
could not connect to the live stream, you can watch the video recording here:
https://youtu.be/-Bns1Q6eqZs
Go Sharks!

WINNER: HANNAH SELF (GRADE 3)

WINNER:EUNSAEM PARK (GRADE 11)

LOWER ES RUNNER UP:TAELYN KIM (GRADE 2)

UPPER ES RUNNER UP:CLAIRE CHURCH (GRADE 5) MIDDLE SCHOOL RUNNER UP: JOHN KANG (GRADE 8) HIGH SCHOOL RUNNER UP: SIYUN KWOUN (GRADE 11)

PARENTS RUNNER UP: SUZANNE LEE TEACHERS & STAFFS UP: GOEUN CHOI
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Meet Our Alumni: Marcelina Orzażewska | Class of 2012 
What are you up to now? (talk about your job, life, etc)

I work for a crewing company in Gdynia, Poland. We supply seafarers for large ocean-
going vessels and ships. Our company has various other smaller companies under us 
which means I have two titles, Flag State Operator and Crew/Manning Operator. Each 
of these positions is responsible for assembling and approving all the appropriate 
documentation that is needed for foreign seafarers to be approved to work under the 
flag of different ships and different ports.

What memory of BFS comes to mind?

As for a favorite memory, there isn’t just one, but if I had to choose, then the Habitat 
for Humanity trips were the most amazing memories that I have of BFS. But I also had 
a tough time adjusting to an American style school being one of the few European 
students. However, many teachers were amazing, and to this day when I think about 
them I get a smile on my face.

Do you have any passion projects?

I am in the process of getting my sailing license.

What was the biggest challenge you faced in College?

Living in Korea was an opportunity but also had its unforeseen challenges. Coming back to 
Poland and not being able to relate to many things that occurred during my formative years 
abroad has sometimes made adjusting challenging for me. Even today I am occasionally 
confused by some native Polish cultural norm that I missed out on.

Tough question. My main advice - go out and have fun. Work, mortgage, age will catch up 
and you will not have time or energy for anything. Look at the things that are important 
to you and go after them.

What advice do you have for BFS students as 
they go off to university/college?
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October: Bullying Prevention Month
October is the US national bullying prevention month. It is nice to see BUDDY awareness posters around. Our lower elementary also created 
BOO to Bullying book marks.

Early Childhood & Grade 3 Reading Buddies
Who are the spookiest reading buddies of all time?
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Grade 4 Tea Party
4th graders finished their Reading Character Unit with a Character Tea Party. 

October Elementary Shark Assembly
Early Childhood and Elementary Assembly was amazing. Hosted by the 5th-grade class and under the theme Socially Conscious, the organizers 
did a fantastic job in including everyone. The ceremony started with a safe greeting exercise, then moved on into understanding what means to 
be socially conscious, and finally interesting facts and interviews from members of the audience were revealed.
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BFS Ghost Story Contest Winner
Participation in the BFS Ghost Story writing was high. After a hard working 
weekend with teacher, student and parent readers we proudly announce the 
winners and runner-ups. Our art students are now busy at work illustrating the 
stories which they will then gift the winners with.

1ST PLACE: Patrick Kim (G11) “Jack’s Story”
2ND PLACE: Natalie Beaty (G11) “Kate’s Story”
3RD PLACE: Sharin Kim (G11) “Scissor Press”

RUNNER-UPS: Ewon Kim “The Sound,” Danielle Church “Dulcis,” Siyun Kwoun 
“The Farm,” Veronica Yuguy “What Goes and Never Returns,” Hyunjun Park “The 
Hollow Ghost,” Albert Oh, “Baths, How Wonderful,” Danil Galkin “The Funeral.”

Activities From AP Psychology
AP psychology can be really interesting. Check some of their creations on neurons and their functions, as well as the brain and the roles that 
some of  its areas play.
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MS&HS Halloween Costume Competition
• Best Group Costume: Spice Girls                • Best DIY Costume: Kristina (6th)            •  Best LOL Costume: Beau (9th)
• Most Savage Costume: Jae Won (12th)   • Cheesiest Costume: Rheena (10th)
A warm thank you to our sponsors: Gino’s pizza, Slice of life (SOL) and Los Amigos.

High School Student Council “Welcome to the Circus”
It was really spooky going through the 3rd floor at Busan Foreign School on Halloween. HS Stuco did a fantastic job engaging the high school 
community with Halloween themed games. Such participation: Keep it up!
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Grade 9 & Grade 2 Reading Buddies
Our reading buddies program is expanding across divisions. Grade 9 students went to the grade 2 classroom and shared some of their favorite 
readings. 

BUSAN FOREIGN SCHOOL  |  MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL

High School Makerspace Ecological Design Exhibition
HS makerspace put on a really original exhibit on October 15th. They used recycled materials to make sculptures and raise awareness about 
the harmful effects garbage has on our environment.
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Model United Nations Club Guest Speakers
We were pleased to have Mr. Terry White, a 25 
year veteran of the State Department and USAID, 
who spoke with the BFS Model United Nations 
team on November 5th over Zoom. Mr. White 
has worked on 4 continents, and had some sound 
advice to young diplomats:

1: Know your issue, inside and out.
2: Know your team, all the people working 
     on a task together, and your role in the  
     team.
3: Know who you are negotiating with –  
     not just what they are asking for, but     
     what  they need, what they value, how  
     they perceive things.
4: Understand other people’s cultural 
     norms, and negotiating styles.
5: Don’t take differences personally.  
     Watch your emotions, keep it civil and  
     professional.
6: Don’t burn your bridges. Be practical  
     and maintain lines of communication.

He also spoke about the US approach to such 
issues as water rights, Kurdistan, and the Uighurs, 
and fielded questions from the students.

Next week we will be presenting resolutions in 
front of our committee chairs, as we gear up for 
the big tournament Saturday, Nov 21.

On October 29th, our Model United 
Nations Club was graced with a guest 
speaker, Mr. Gordon Church, United 
States Consul for Busan. Mr. Church 
spoke to our students about such 
pertinent topics as deforestation, water 
conservation, human trafficking, cyber 
warfare, and arms control. He also gave 
our students practical techniques for 
dealing with a potentially challenging 
meeting. His key advice: “Have the 
information!” Thank you, Mr. Church 
for taking the time to speak with our 
young delegates!

The team is getting ready for our Nov 
21 SKAC MUN Tournament. Next week 
we will have 25-year State Department 
and USAID veteran Terry White as 
guest speaker, as our team goes into 
the home stretch in the prep for SKAC.
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High School Student of the Quarter 1
Congratulations to the student of the quarter HS SHARK award winners who were recognized 
on Wednesday, October 21st, during high school morning assembly.

Socially Conscious Eunsaem

Hardworking Michelle

Articulate Nicholas

Responsible Evan

Knowledgeable Claire

Middle School Quarter 1 Assembly
The MS division quarter 1 assembly took place today. Students celebrated being hardworking individuals.

Middle School & High School Makerspace
Middle school and high school makerspace class students made full face masks. Which one is your favorite?
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2020-21 SY NHS Induction Ceremony
On Tuesday, October 27th the NHS officially welcomed their newest members at the BFS chapter of this global organization.
The following students were accepted as new members:
• Aidan  (10) •  Mykhaylo (10) • Yujin (10) • Esther  (12) • Samuel  (10)
The NHS is an internationally-recognized organization that is founded on the pillars of scholarship, leadership, service, and character.  
As parents could not attend on-site, we live-streamed the event. The recording of the event can also be watched here:
=> https://youtu.be/q0cOBcgyrm8
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Middle School Balloon Racing Cars & Lunar Drops
The month of October was particularly fun for our middle schoolers. Under the direction of our MS science teacher, Mr. Wright, they applied some of the 
principles they learned into their own constructs. 

Grade 8 students experimented with different energies at play creating their own balloon powered cars. When they inflated their balloons, it stored potential 
energy in the form of the stretched rubber and the compressed air inside. When they released the balloon, this energy was converted to kinetic energy.

Grade 6 made lunar drops. In this case students observed how the potential energy would turn into kinetic energy as their prototypes fell and other forms 
of energy upon impact. 

Can’t wait to see what else Mr. Wright has in store for our students!

Grade 6 Writing Celebration
On October 22nd, grade 6 students read their personal narratives aloud and shared their hard work from Quarter 1 of learning.  Every piece 
was unique and written with great care. Have we got some future writers in the making?

Friday Foyer
A new tradition has been born at BFS: “Friday Foyer”. On Fridays, between 8:30 am ~ 8:45 am our student and teacher artists are invited to perform 
for their fellow classmates. So far we have been delighted with a guitar ensemble, HS choir, and a quartet. We look forward to the next performance.
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College Webinars
Although the Covid-19 pandemic makes travel quasi impossible, colleges have stepped up and adopted technologies that allow them to reach 
out to students worldwide. BFS students and their parents were invited to numerous presentations. Schools made sure Q&A forums would be 
available and left their contact details for further follow ups.

Our seniors have also been busy submitting their college applications. This year we have had the largest number of early admission applications 
in the history of BFS! The BFS Class of 2021 is looking as strong as ever.



14 www.busanforeignschool.org

BUSAN FOREIGN SCHOOL  |  NOVEMBER 2020 EDITION
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IMAGES OF THE MONTH
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IMAGES OF THE MONTH
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THE SPORTS SEASON
HAS FINALLY BEGUN

AT BFS!   
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