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2020-21 SY
Off to a

Fantastic 
Start

Dear Parents,

Given the global circumstances, our 2020-2021 school year is off to a fantastic 
start.  While we would love to have all of our students at BFS again all of the 
time, I am appreciative that we can have students on campus regularly.  While 
I know our community can succeed under any circumstances, I also know 
that we learn best when together. I am very grateful for the fantastic work that 
the Korean CDC has done to contain the spread of this virus.  Looking at what 
is happening in many countries, I am grateful to live in Busan, where I have 
felt, and still feel safe during this pandemic. 

We have been fortunate to welcome many new students and teachers 
into BFS. They are joining a student and faculty body that cares about an 
environment where everybody succeeds socially and academically.  This is 
evident in the the thoughtful work of our elementary teachers who, using 
the Responsive Classroom approach, focus on student responsibility in 
creating an environment that is safe, supportive, and joyful.  

We are very proud of the academic achievement of all of our students. The 
success of our High School students in our Advanced Placement classes 

A Word from the Principal
Iain Macfarlane

is simply outstanding.  During a time of crisis, we had our best  
AP results ever.  55 BFS students took 141 different Advanced 
Placement exams, and an unbelievable 96% of them achieved 
a three or higher. This past summer, we celebrated our second 
cohort of students who earned the prestigious AP Capstone 
Diploma. 

We can achieve these phenomenal results because we have a 
first-class teaching faculty. We recruit the best teachers who add 
experience, intelligence, and care to our outstanding learning 
community. Combined, our 33 teachers bring over 376 years of 
teaching experience that benefit our community.  

Parents, I hope you share my pride in knowing that BFS has 
students who are guided by a dedicated faculty to embody the 
best qualities of a BFS Shark. Students who are Socially Conscious, 
Hardworking, Articulate, Respectful, and Knowledgeable. With 
your continued support and participation in our school, this will be 
a fantastic year of social growth and academic learning for all of us.

Iain Macfarlane
BFS Principal
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2020-2021 SY First Day of School!
First day of school at BFS! It was great seeing students following social distancing directions and wearing their masks upon entering the 
school, and teachers going through our safety rules first thing in the morning. We are off to a great year of learning.
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Health Packs
We distributed health packs to our students. 
They each contain a mask, a mask necklace, 
some sanitizing wipes. The pouch is perfect 
to store the three extra masks students are 
required to have at school every day!

Ilya Kim (Class of 2019) on Why He Chose 
George Mason University Korea
Did you know BFS Alumni Ilya Kim (Class of 2019) is attending George Mason University Korea? he was recently featured in their Incheon 
Global Campus Journal and asked to comment why he chose George Mason.

Outdoor Field Bleachers
Our outdoor field bleachers have been upgraded: instead of the hard stone we used to have, 
we have installed some softer wooden ones. We have also replaced the padding along the field 
and effectively keep our students safe. Another of our summer projects: Check them out!
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Meet Our Alumni: Jamie Park | Class of 2016
What are you up to now? (talk about your job, life, etc)

I moved back to Montreal, the city that I grew up in, to attend McGill University. I graduated with a major in Finance and 
a concentration in Business Analytics in May 2019. I’m thanking my highschool-self for working to achieve enough AP 
credits so that my college-self could finish undergrad in 3 years instead of 4.

Right now I’m an associate commercial lines underwriter at a global insurance company, living and working in Toronto. 
Going from being a full-time student to building my career was a challenging and exciting transition, especially doing 
so in a city that I had never lived in before. My job involves analyzing different companies that need insurance, which 
means that I’m continuously learning about how various enterprises operate and what kind of risks they’re exposed 
to. There’s a stereotype out there that insurance is a boring industry, but I’ve found that it’s anything but that - it’s 
constantly adapting to our changing world and I’ve had the chance to work with an awesome team. I’m only a year in, 
so I’m looking forward to working on myself and growing my career. Right now, the world is dealing with a pandemic 
which means that we’ve all had to start working from home to avoid being in an office with hundreds of other people. 
That was yet another transition that went pretty smoothly.

In terms of social life, I keep in touch with my friends from BFS and McGill, and spend time with the friends I’ve made 
in Toronto. There isn’t much going on in the city at the moment, but there are some great outdoor spaces, bike paths, 
and takeout food to be enjoyed safely! Toronto is usually bustling with cultural events, museums, and restaurants so 
I’m definitely looking forward to the day these can be enjoyed again.  Moving to a new place on my own was daunting, 
but I truly believe that challenging yourself and gaining exposure to new experiences is one of the best ways to grow. 
Starting a new chapter of my life, far from family and friends, taught me to be independent and allowed me to 
strengthen and grow my support network. I would recommend it to anyone who has the chance to do so.

What memory of BFS comes to mind?

Soccer and basketball tournaments! Getting to spend the whole day playing sports with a fired-up team was always so 
much fun. That and Socratic seminars in English classes.

Do you have any passion projects?

Being involved in NHS, StuCo, and Volunteer Club at BFS definitely strengthened my love for being involved in my 
community. In college, I volunteered at the Neurological Institute as a friendly visitor to patients and eventually 
as a volunteer coordinator. I interned at a cardiovascular research foundation during the summer, which was an 
incredibly meaningful experience that furthered my interest in healthcare. As I continue to adjust to life in Toronto, 
I’m on the lookout for opportunities to volunteer my free time to a healthcare institution and contribute to my 
newfound community.  During my “pandemic life,” I’ve found more time to dedicate to my hobbies: playing the 
piano, painting, and taking care of my pet plants. I’m not exceptional at any of them but they’re activities that I truly 
enjoy getting better at every day. I also work out at home and occasionally play 2v2 soccer with friends! Staying 
healthy, mentally, and physically, are priorities that I strive to maintain. 

What was the biggest challenge you faced in College?

Time management was a key skill that took a lot of trial and error to hone. Learning to balance studying, networking, 
searching for jobs, participating in extracurriculars, having a social life, and doing group projects, all while getting 
enough sleep was a task in itself. Sometimes, the plan you set for yourself doesn’t pan out and you have to learn to 
adapt to successfully juggle all the components that matter to you. Keeping priorities straight, learning to quickly 
adapt to different situations, and being resilient in the face of hardship were all key in getting to an effective time 
management system - they’re all things that I continue to be aware of and improve on to this day.

Be genuine in your interactions, both in your personal and professional relationships. Forming and maintaining 
meaningful connections with people is so important, especially when you’re starting fresh in a new environment. It goes 
a long way to show true interest in others and the things they care about, whether they are your peers or professors.

What advice do you have for BFS students as 
they go off to university/college?
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Meet Our Alumni: Sylvia Lee | Class of 2014
What are you up to now? (talk about your job, life, etc)

I’ve been in Manhattan, NY these past two years and since I graduated from college. I work as a Research Assistant at Weill 
Cornell Medicine, working on various projects that study chronic pain in older adults and help caregivers of patients with 
advanced dementia and pain. Medicine has always been a big interest of mine, especially improving clinical care provided 
to individuals suffering from serious illnesses and those at the end of life. I recently got accepted to a medical school in 
New York City, and I’m very grateful for this opportunity!

What memory of BFS comes to mind?

There are too many during my ~12 years at BFS to just pick one! My most meaningful and impactful ones are 
probably the Habitat for Humanity trips to the Philippines and Vietnam. I was so, so young, but these trips opened 
my eyes to see the inequality and poverty that lie beyond what I see daily in my hometown, Busan, and planted a 
heart in me to live for others and to set my goals in life on what is beyond self-serving. I will forever be grateful for 
having had such experiences at BFS.

Do you have any passion projects?

Definitely my Christian faith and church. This is such a big part of my life that I cannot call it a passion project - it is my 
life! I love serving at my church, sharing meals with my church family, and gathering at people’s homes (or now via 
video-chat due to the lockdowns in NYC) to join Bible studies and prayer meetings.

As a side-project, I started a research team reviewing the scientific literature on the effect of palliative care on family 
caregivers. It has been a passion of mine to better advocate for families who care for seriously ill patients as they 
undergo extreme burnout and are often neglected in clinical care. I hope the results can one day be used to improve 
medicine to be more comprehensive and family-oriented!  In terms of hobbies, I love taking walks in Central Park, 
hanging out with my 5-year-old cat named Melona (yes, like the Korean melon ice cream bar), and recently started 
learning the ukulele… we’ll see how the last one goes ;)

What was the biggest challenge you faced in College?

I had been a student in BFS since kindergarten up until the point I left for college. So leaving behind my only home 
and this tight-knit community was extremely difficult. I remember having to take classes with nearly 800 students 
at Cornell when all I knew was learning in a classroom of 5-10 friends! It was an academically very rigorous and 
competitive environment where everyone was looking to do better than the person next to them. Most, if not 
all, of the students were looking to receive awards, be at the top of their classes, to secure summer internships 
or their first jobs. It was difficult not getting sucked into the competition or being discouraged that there were 
always people better and smarter than me! It really helped to remind myself that the best I can do is to be true to 
the values I hold onto and to just try my best, working diligently and honestly, and being grateful for the results no 
matter how good or bad they are — you learn much through both success and failure!

Embrace the hiccups in life. It’s okay to not know what you’re doing. It’s okay to fail. You’re not alone! Know this and 
continue to diligently ask yourself and answer honestly — for what purpose do you study and work hard, and for what 
purpose do you live? College will present you with unimaginable difficulties, and without some soul-searching as to 
why you’re doing what you’re doing, it will be easy to despise the challenges and give up.  On my deathbed, I know that 
the A’s or the accolades I had received or the praises of others will be all but meaningless to me. For me, my Christian 
faith has kept me anchored — fixating my eyes on what is eternal gives me renewed hope and joy in living every day 
diligently for purposes that are beyond me. And I daily learn what that means and how I ought to take my next steps. So 
it’s okay to not have figured it all out. Take courage, embrace the hiccups, keep trying, keep failing, keep searching your 
soul. You’ll learn and grow in ways you’ve never imagined!  

What advice do you have for BFS students as 
they go off to university/college?
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Meet Our Alumni: Sol Kim | Class of 2014
What are you up to now? (talk about your job, life, etc)

I’m currently working as an investment banking analyst at the leveraged finance 
department within the investment banking division of NH Investment & Securities, the 
second-largest investment bank in Korea. Simply speaking, as an investment banker 
in the aforementioned department, my job is to finance the mergers and acquisitions 
by global private equity fund clients. Therefore, in the workplace, I spend a lot of time 
running company valuation models in Excel and building information memorandums 
for the syndicate. Also periodically attending board of directors meetings, due diligence 
meetings, and conference calls with accountants, management consultants and 
investors is also part of my occupational routine.

What memory of BFS comes to mind?

I really miss the library at BFS. It was by far the coziest place to meditate at BFS, to the 
best of my knowledge. 

Do you have any passion projects?

Currently, I’m researching different investment and hedging strategies adopted by 
famous investors as well as alternative investment funds with outstanding performance. 
At the same time, I’m also studying business administration in depth so as to start and 
manage my own hedge fund in the future. 

What was the biggest challenge you faced in College?

Getting internships and a full-time job offer were definitely the toughest challenges 
I faced in college. The job market in the financial sector, especially the investment 
banking and asset management sector is always teeming with stellar candidates, and 
trying to compete for the same position with them was by no means easy. I had sent out 
approximately 150 resumes to different companies, and I had faced multiple rejections 
until I finally secured my current job.

Time management is important, and you will realize the truth when you are expected 
to keep track of everything on your own once you’re in college. Also, don’t mess around 
with GPA in college. Bad grades in high school will make you distant from your dream 
universities, but bad grades in college will make you distant from your dream careers 
as well as your dreams in general. Unless you are going for graduate school later on the 
matter of securing a job is no joke. Hope you get this point before it’s too late. 

What advice do you have for BFS students as 
they go off to university/college?
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Did you know the month of September Elementary will celebrate our Socially Conscious SLO with the theme “Be Caring”. They displayed nice 
and encouraging words on the school board next to the cafeteria because... who does not need some kind words every once in a while? Check 
them out and cheer up!

Socially Conscious Sharks

During the past years, BFS has been growing its maker space program in the MS & HS. Based on its success we have introduced it at the 
elementary and hired a dedicated K5 to Gr.12 maker teacher. Our elementary students are excited for such an opportunity!

Elementary Makerspace

Early Childhood students at BFS are so lucky! 
at the end of each school day they get to train 
with Sergio Rojas. Sergio is a former ranked 
junior tennis player (including the Junior Grand 
Slams of the French Open and Wimbledon), he 
brings a love of engaging students in physical 
activity, having coached extensively in the 
USA and Seoul at all levels. He speaks English, 
Spanish, Portuguese, Korean, and Russian and 
understands what it means to connect with 
our international students. Go Sharks!

Welcome Mr. Sergio Rojas!
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Our early childhood sharks are having a guest teachers every Friday to read aloud to them. It is a great opportunity to meet and make an 
impact on the youngest learners in our school :)

BFS Library Guest Readers

Kindness Project
Ms. Austin-Castillo is implementing a project around kindness with elementary students. She read “Each Kindness” to the students and they 
discussed what it looks like when we are kind and when we are unkind to each other and to ourselves. Students are now starting to create 
kindness posters about an act of kindness they have experienced or are committing to for the future.
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We are happy to continue our reading buddies program at the early childhood and elementary this year. Our teachers and students are 
conscious of social distancing and maintaining high hygiene standards while reading together.

Reading Buddies

We might not yet be able to compete, but this does not mean we may not train. The higher elementary sports season has begun with 
elementary soccer! Some are more enthusiastic than others, all are happy to spend time outside.

Elementary Sports (Grade 3 ~ 5)
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Grade 8 Geography

Seven of our students participated at the New York Times 2019 Asia-Pacific Writing Competition.

  - Stanley Cho
  - Michelle Moon
  - Tae Kang
  - Hidaya Mansour
  - Brian Nak Choi
  - Anastasia Kim
  - Albert Oh

The competition theme was “Our World: 2050”. NYTs received a record high of over 1200 entries 
from 24 countries and regions. It really is interesting to read students’ views on what the world 
would look like in 30 years.

You can read the short listed entries on:
http://ow.ly/rAym50Bd88H

They make for some very interesting reads.

New York Times 2019 Asia-Pacific Writing Competition

Grade 8 Geography is wrapping up their Australia unit, with the students serving as the 
Commission on Aboriginal Youth. They called as witnesses Ms. Sarah Muller and Ms. 
Rebecca Austin-Castillo, asking them questions, to decide on what measures best serve to 
help Aboriginal youth in the 21st century.

The 8th graders’ work includes important thinking questions such as:

1.	 Should	society	attempt	to	assimilate	the	Aborigines,	absorbing	them	into	Western	
culture,	and	gradually	ending	that	way	of	life?	Why	or	why	not?	Give	at	least	three	
reasons	why	you	believe	this.

2.	 What	is	the	most	important	reason?	Why?

3.	 Examine	at	least	one	reason	the	opposing	side	might	make.	How	do	you	respond	to	
them?

4.	 What	will	be	the	impact	of	your	decision	on	society?

Mr. Neeno certainly knows how to keep our students challenged and prompt them to think 
critically.

Middle School Physics
Our middle school students enjoyed a fun experiment as part of their lesson on speed and velocity. Students used the formula of Speed = 
Distance/Time to explore and calculate the speed of the baseball.
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2020-2021 SY High School Student Council

So cool to see our students attend a Zoom presentation by UBC (University of British Columbia). During the first quarter BFS usually physically 
hosts university reps as they present their schools and attract BFS talent. It is nice to see we are finding ways to adapt to travel restrictions and 
keep working on our students’ future.

Virtual University Visit

Officially presenting the 2020-21 HS Student Council! 
HS STUCO is excited to help create memorable events 
throughout the year with their full list of members!

  - Advisor:	Mrs.	Sarah	Muller

  - Executive Board:
				Ewon	Kim	(Communications	Director)
				Chiyeon	Lee	(Secretary)

  - Grade 9 Representatives: Sona Park & Val Kim

  - Grade 10 Representatives: Chloe Jung & Michael Choi

  - Grade 11 Representatives: Anna Schler & Lucy Park

  - Grade 12 Representatives: Claire Bae & Oleg Yuguy

2020-2021 SY Middle School Student Council

Co-presidents: Tanvi	Kumar	&	Elizabeth	Kim

Treasurer: Harry Self

Secretary: Joy Cho

Historian: Christy	(Mi	Ran)	Sin

 - Grade 6 Representatives: Yena	Elliott	&	Grace	Oh

 - Grade 7 Representatives: Reehan	Park	&	Eunhoo	Park

 - Grade 8 Representatives: Ryan	Sim	&	Kylen	Elliott 2020-2021SY
MIDDLE SCHOOL

STUDENT COUNCIL
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Did you know? Kristina Kuryndina (Grade 6) has been helping at an animal shelter. She 
wrote a fantastic story and took some nice pictures about the dogs. It really is worth a read:

Korea has a big problem with dogs that get abandoned.

Korea herald says “According to government statistics, some 81,000 pets were abandoned 
in 2014, with the majority being dogs. Of these, only 31.4 percent were adopted and 13 
percent were reclaimed by their owners, while 23 percent died in shelters and 22.7 percent 
were euthanized.”

Today I got the chance to volunteer helping these exact dogs that got abandoned. I went to 
a shelter and built homes where they can sleep and hang out during the day when it’s hot.

The lady at the shelter said she has 200 dogs and 70 cats. She also has names for every 
animal there, which I found fascinating.
My dog, Kaya, was a rescue dog. We got her in 2015. And she’s been living with us ever 
since. In the beginning though she was scared of things that related to her abandonment.

Shelter dogs are usually cheaper than pet store dogs or even free. They love you more and 
have different characteristics that a pet store dog couldn’t have.

But it’s also important not to adopt a dog if you can’t take care of it. They will go back into a 
shelter and that can cause problems with the dogs health and trust.

The last picture is a dog that got taken out of the shelter when it was a puppy and got taken 
back from the owner into the shelter because they couldn’t take proper care of it. The dog 
ran to me as soon as I was getting close to it’s leash which made my heart melt. 

Kristina Kuryndina (Grade 6) Helping at an Animal Shelter

Model UN Update
We are proud to announce the lineup for our 2020 BFS Model United Nations team. We will be competing in the SKAC MUN Tournament on 
Saturday, November 21, 2020 live on Zoom. This is our biggest MUN Team yet, with four BFS students chairing committees.

Security Council Issues:
•	The	Libyan	civil	war.
•	The	Belarus	Crisis.
•	The	creation	of	an	 
				independent	Kurdistan/ 
				protection	of	the	Kurds.	

HR Committee Issues:
• Human rights among  
				the	Uighurs.
•	The	condition	of	guest 
				workers	in	the	Middle	East.
•	Human	trafficking.

 These are the topics are students will be discussing:

ECOSOC Issues:

•	International	water	rights.	 

			Ex:	The	Mekong,	the	Nile.

•	Migration	to	the	EU.

•	Wildfires	in	the	Amazon.

General Assembly Issues:
•	Regulating	international	 
			arms/munitions	trafficking.
•	Cyberwarfare	and	 
			interference	in	elections.
•	The	genocide	in	Myanmar.

General Assembly: 
•		Chair:	William.
•	Myanmar:	Ethan.
•	Israel:	Brian.
•	USA:	Ryan.
•	Luxembourg:	Iriseli.

Human Rights:
•	Chair:	Hidaya.
•	China:	Brayden.
•	Saudi	Arabia:	Chloe.
•	USA:	Keegan.
•	UAE:	Nick.
•	Samoa:	Beau.

Our team will be:

ECOSOC: 
•	Chair:	Albert.
•	Brazil:	Val.
•	Greece:	Youseung.
•	Germany:	Jasmin.
•	Jordan:	Minjune.
•	Israel:	Sona.

Security Council:
•	Chair:	Michelle.
•	Libya:	Bella.
•	Belarus:	Alex.
•	Turkey:	Misha.
•	Iraq:	Anna.
•	USA:	Jin.

PARENTS & FRIENDS of BFS!
Please note – If you have lived or worked in any of the above countries, or can shed light on any of the issues up for discussion, please identify 
yourself to Mr. Neeno, Ms. Slovak, or Ms. Widholm. Guest speakers at our	Thursday	afternoon	meetings	(4:00-5:00	PM)	will be warmly welcomed.
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