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Winner
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Philine Kotanko

Winner

Don’t Face It - Change It
Island School, Hong Kong
Clarissa Ki

In an age where unpredictability is the new constant, what can you, the younger generation,
do now to shape the future?
I cannot tell you what the world will look like in 2050.
I cannot forecast whether half the population will still suffer from poverty[1], or if artificial
intelligence will save or ruin us (even experts have varying views[2]). I cannot predict if our
world will die at the hands of global warming, or if we will die by each other’s hands in another
world war. Will half of us spend our time in virtual reality or on Mars, while the rest of us are
left in the ashes of destitution, starvation, and the environmental disasters like the Amazon
fires[3] that we’ve created?
I cannot tell you, not merely because I am no statistician, genius, or time-traveler, or due our
world’s erratic nature. I believe nothing is destined, and because I think the future relies on
our current approaches, I reserve hope that our generation can do better.
Looking at our situation now, we are in dire need of some improvement.
But where do we start? How can us ‘young ones’ possibly make a dent in the convoluted
worlds of politics and economics that so intricately shape every aspect of our lives? How do
the “self-indulgent, unambitious, social media- and video game-addicted Generation Z’s”, as
we are often called, shape a better future?
First, we prove them wrong.
Does that imply we have to become vegans, strike for climate change, and devote our lives
to becoming C.E.O.s and doctors? Not necessarily. Arguably one of the most important
starting points is simply to better understand our world. An astoundingly high number of
teenagers nowadays have little knowledge of or interest in the news – a study found that
60% of American teenagers rarely check the news[4]. How do we strive to shape our futures
if we aren’t equipped with knowledge of what is happening now? If only we took more time to
explore the state of our world, we would be more interested in saving it.
Second, we act.
I believe everyone has something that strikes a chord within them – whether it concerns the
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persisting problems of inequality, the ageing population[5], declining mental health trends, or
controversial technological breakthroughs like Crispr[6]. Why not pursue this passion by making
small contributions in our daily lives? It could be as simple as striking up a conversation about
carbon-free economies with a friend or participating in a course to learn more about A.I. Then
we could take it further, for instance, by doing beach clean-ups, attending forums, making a
documentary on a humanitarian crisis, or even campaigning for or against certain laws.
No matter how good or bad, or how small our actions are now, every seemingly insignificant
ripple we send may coalesce to create gigantic waves of change. Not all of us have to be
headlining pioneers or make groundbreaking discoveries to shape the future – the small
things we do count.[7]
I am no philosopher, scientist, or omniscient being. I don’t have answers to anything. But I do
believe that in an age of unpredictability, how we embrace the future depends on our attitudes
towards the now.

Reference List:
[1] Nearly Half the World Lives on Less than $5.50 a Day. (2019). World Bank. Retrieved 28 September 2019, from https://www.worldbank.org/en/
news/press-release/2018/10/17/nearly-half-the-world-lives-on-less-than-550-a-day
[2] It’s 2030 and AI has changed so much – for better or worse?. (2018). South China Morning Post. Retrieved 28 September 2019, from https://www.
scmp.com/lifestyle/article/2179026/ai-2030-will-it-have-empowered-humans-or-destroyed-us-experts-weigh
[3] Williams, R. (2019). Amazon fires are a shameful indictment of our lust for excess. the Guardian. Retrieved 28 September 2019, from https://www.
theguardian.com/global-development/2019/sep/06/amazon-fires-shameful-indictment-of-our-lust-for-excess
[4] U.S. teenagers have little interest in news: study. (2019). U.S.. Retrieved 28 September 2019, from https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-newsteenagers-idUSN1036737320070710
[5] Why the World Needs to Rethink Retirement. (2019). Nytimes.com. Retrieved 28 September 2019, from https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/30/
business/retirement/why-the-world-needs-to-rethink-retirement.html
[6] Weintraub, K. (2019). Despite Controversy, Human Studies of CRISPR Move Forward in the U.S.. Scientific American. Retrieved 28 September 2019,
from https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/despite-controversy-human-studies-of-crispr-move-forward-in-the-u-s/
[7] change, T., & change, T. (2015). The transformative power of small change | The Art of Simple. The Art of Simple. Retrieved 28 September 2019, from
https://theartofsimple.net/small-change/
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Together, We Can
Nord Anglia International School Hong Kong
Philine Kotanko

The world we are living in as young people may be unpredictable. Even so, how unpredictable
was the outlook for our prior generations? Let’s say, my grandparents who were born into the
ruins of World War II? Or my parents, who learned how to ‘protect’ themselves in case of a
nuclear bomb at the height of the Cold War?
Therefore, the first constant we should aspire to, is optimism. Yes, we have unprecedented
challenges ahead: climate change, social injustice, the destruction of our ecosystems, the
rise of nationalism… But we are the future generation and we can solve them – if we are
living based on one foundational value: unity! All these issues in the world can only be solved
together. We, as the younger generation, therefore need to connect across cultures, across
nations, across lifestyles. We can teach the older generation that egoism, nationalism and
greed are all destroying our planet and our lives. But how?
Firstly, we can use technology, social media and travel to learn, understand and connect
with each other. In a time when most politicians care only about themselves and pray to
nationalism, we shall stay connected across borders, curious about each other and share
the understanding that we share the same planet as our home. I personally spend most of
my vacations exploring different cultures and making friends across religions, ethnicities and
countries. Feeling global is one prerequisite for solving the global challenges ahead.
Secondly, we need to think about new solutions and bold innovation. For example, I am
passionate about how to avoid plastic and to dispose of plastic properly. Our oceans carry so
much of it that this is killing entire ecosystems. However, one of our younger generation, Lucy
Hughes, a 23-year-old graduate approached the problem with a breakthrough innovation.
She developed a biodegradable material called ‘MarinaTex,’ harnessing fish offcuts to create
an eco-friendly plastic alternative, which can decompose in four to six weeks rather than 500
years as for plastic. There are many such bold innovation opportunities waiting for us!
Thirdly, we also need to mobilize the older generation. ‘Friday for Future’ is the best example
of how our generation today creates awareness and pressure that the adults cannot ignore
anymore. If we take a stand together for the most important issues and use social media
as well as real action to spread our message, then we can force change in mind-set and
behavior.
In conclusion, let us imagine we share the optimism for the future and take all the challenges
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head-on: global connection, creativity and innovation, and mobilizing the elders. Then we
will be successful, like ‘Friday for Future’ has become a global movement, like Lucy Hughes
showed us innovation to solve the plastic crisis, and like Greta Thunberg took politicians in the
U.N. General Assembly head-on on climate.
And like my friends and I, who help less fortunate children through our community work in
Cambodia, Sri Lanka and Malaysia, we all can all start these little things and together make
them big and impactful for our future.

Reference
www.theguardian.com/world/2019/sep/19/scaling-back-graduate-invents-plastic-alternative-from-fish-waste
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Securing one more interview.
Fact-checking claims.
Listening to unheard voices.
Triple-vetting sources.
Braving intimidation.
Reporting from multiple angles.
Ensuring the numbers add up.
Asking the right questions.
Going an extra 1,000 miles.
Following the full story.
Understanding the world.
The truth is worth it.

Tertiary
Winner
Ngee Ann Polytechnic, Singapore
Jonas Ngoh

Runner-Up
The University of Hong Kong
Alvin Lam
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Winner

Youth Empowerment Shaping the Next 30 Years
Ngee Ann Polytechnic, Singapore
Jonas Ngoh

I wake up one day and 30 years will have passed in a flash.
In the year 2050, autonomous vehicles will be ubiquitous, medical advancements will reach
greater heights through nanotechnology and 3D printing, and cash as a payment option will
become obsolete.
In the year 2050, low fertility rates plague countries such as Japan, Singapore, and South
Korea. The advent of highly advanced robotics begins taking over labor-intensive jobs. Remote
working comes to a point where even excavators can be operated by someone across the
globe.
In the year 2050, thieves will get smarter, underwater cities will draw more attention, and
more emphasis will be put on sustainability as we start to feel the inevitable impact of global
warming.
Unpredictability looms all over the world.
To achieve sustainability and holistic progress in the future, the younger generation has a
huge role to play in developing our society. We must solve the biggest problems and overcome
gargantuan challenges standing in the way of societal growth. However, before all these can
happen, we must first be open-minded, seek out possibilities and experiment with new ideas.
We ought to immerse ourselves in others’ cultures and understand one another as a result of
globalization. Furthermore, upgrading our skills to add value-add is of paramount importance
to keep us relevant in society.
Fast fashion has always been popular, mainly due to trendy and inexpensive designs.
Nonetheless, this form of fashion is detrimental to the environment. Shocking statistics
reveal that 2,700 litres of water are required to make a single cotton shirt. To put this into
perspective, the said amount is enough to meet the average person’s drinking needs for twoand-a-half years. Bearing in mind that our freshwater supply is limited, what would become of
the world if this were to continue to happen?
According to Unesco, 264 million children have no access to education. Illiteracy is directly
proportionate to poverty. If this issue is addressed, poverty would be reduced, and more
opportunities can surface for the underserved.
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Environmental sustainability and education are only a glimpse of the major problems to be
solved today. However, most people are apathetic, as these concepts may seem abstract
and distant to us. Since we do not feel the impacts directly, we commit the grave mistake of
neglect. Moreover, businesses do not want to involve themselves in problems that add to their
overhead expenses and eat away at their profits.
Therefore, as part of the younger generation, we must start to make a change. We must unite
and create a sustainable future. There are numerous problems to be tackled by us, and we
must be open-minded and build a solid foundation for future generations to come.
The future may remain uncertain to us, but there are a variety of problems we can try solving
to create a better tomorrow. Youths today will serve as a point of reference to others in the
future.
Sitting at the back of a moving car, I look over the horizon as I wonder what the future holds for
us in the year 2050. Perhaps I may even volunteer to be among the first batch of earthlings
for the colonization of Mars?

References
Al Jazeera. (2017, October 25). UNESCO: 264 million children have no access to school.
Retrieved from https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/unesco-264-million-children-access-school-171025044844609.html
The Impact of a Cotton T-Shirt. (2013, January 16). Retrieved from https://www.worldwildlife.org/stories/the-impact-of-a-cotton-t-shirt
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Runner-Up

Do Whatever You Want to Shape the Future
The University of Hong Kong
Alvin Lam

Be adaptable, think independently, and stand your ground.
These are the three traits the younger generation must train themselves in to be able to shape
the future.
The prerequisite to shaping the future, however, is to ensure that there is a future for us
to shape. That is, to protect our world from further harm, and to work towards undoing the
damage done to our environment. These are the only two things we, the younger generation,
need to actively do.
We must adapt to a lifestyle to accommodate whatever change is needed to protect our Earth.
And that brings us back to the first key trait: be adaptable. Over the last five years, we have
seen massive changes at unprecedented rates, with our technology making more progress
than in the 50 years prior to that. Artificial intelligence and supercomputers have contributed
immensely to this, being capable of sorting and analyzing mountains of data in incredibly short
amounts of time.
Unpredictability is the new constant, and we must be able to learn and improve continually.
Not just the ‘younger generation,’ but everyone living on this planet. Who are we to predict
how we define our ‘youth’ in the future? Some have already redefined ‘middle-aged’ as around
60, citing our longer life expectancy, higher retirement age, and lower biological ages.
Even when change was brought about at a much slower pace, half a century ago, philosopher
Eric Hoffman wrote: “In a time of drastic change it is the learners who inherit the future. The
learned usually find themselves equipped to live in a world that no longer exists.”
This is especially important nowadays, where technology will replace many jobs, being
capable of performing many tasks faster, more safely, and more accurately than humans.
Even traditionally respected fields like medicine and law aren’t safe, and a 2013 study
at Harvard University has shown that we, especially the younger generation, vastly
underestimate change over time. We must be prepared for changes in the nature and practice
of current jobs, and be prepared to adapt to working in professions and industries that haven’t
yet been invented or needed.
The two other traits that must be acquired are the ability to think independently, and the ability
to stand by them. They go hand in hand and each is barren without the other.
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Our own interests, passions, and experiences influence what we do and how we perceive the
world. These things are what drive us to want and to force change; like how producer Natalie
Warne, after seeing the film “Invisible Children,” went on an idealistic journey that helped
rescue Ugandan children forced into Joseph Kony’s child army. Independent thinking is what
provides grounds for innovation, for impact, for change. Standing by these beliefs is what
makes change happen.
Whatever is on your mind, whatever you think is right—just do it. That is the perfect training
for acquiring and improving your adaptability, independent thinking, and ability to stand your
ground—and you might just shape the future.
As former US President Barack Obama said: “The world will be what you make of it.”

References:
Change, Global Movement for. YouTube. YouTube, June 21, 2010. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3V6Gq_k6IY.
Fore, Henrietta. TED. Accessed September 24, 2019. https://www.ted.com/talks/henrietta_fore_how_we_can_help_young_people_build_a_better_
future/transcript?language=en.
Gilbert, Dan. TED. Accessed September 28, 2019. https://www.ted.com/talks/dan_gilbert_you_are_always_changing/transcript?language=en
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Who Is the Future for; You or Me?
Beaconhouse Sri Inai International School, Malaysia
Cheryl Chow
It is undeniable that our current world is evolving and
changing as we speak now, but is this change all for
the good? From large telephones to smaller hand
phones and now smartphones that are still developing
to fulfil consumers’ wants. We live in a world where
improvement and development are a must, but are all
these for the society or individuals? In the future world,
it is impossible to predict whether we will have enough
food and face poverty or whether we will rule the world
and live majestically and magnificently.
Currently, our world is already facing pollution due
to human actions, as well as natural disasters such
as the throwing up of ashes from active volcanoes.
Car exhaust and factory gases have constantly been
causing air pollution in our society and our weather
conditions have worsened, leading to major disasters
such as haze and floods all over the world. In my
opinion, if we do not stop it now, we may not even
have a future at all. By firstly reducing all the pollution
caused by us, it would reduce the possibility of living in
a polluted environment and this would also lead us to
more environmentally friendly living conditions.
However, it is not an easy task to just stop all the
pollution out of nowhere, because words said are much
easier than actions done. To reduce all this pollution, it
must begin from an individual and soon let it influence
the rest of the world. A simple step like reducing car
travel and swapping to public transport is one of the
minor, yet productive, decisions to make. Even though
it may take quite a while before any impact is seen, it’s
better to start now before it’s too late.
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It is possible that our world will undergo yet another
industrial revolution that will push our economic system
to an even higher rank. It will definitely benefit the
rich and wealthy, but for the poor, that may not be the
case. Those facing poverty will have a difficult time
living in such a society as prices rise, leaving them with
no option but to starve. Therefore, it is important for
us to help them out by providing them with resources
that they are unable to afford so that we can all live
together with equity and this would definitely lessen the
probability of civil war and protests.
We can donate and have charities for the disabled, but
we must ensure that the well and the young play their
own role and don’t just beg and rely on charities. They
should definitely try working in simple jobs, and by
giving them some lectures and campaigns, we would
enlighten their minds regarding the importance of a
good and bonded society. In conclusion, there are many
ways to improve our world before it is too late, but it
all begins from a small stepping stone that has to be
taken by all the residents of the world so that we can
all coexist with nature and have a peaceful future for all
future generations.

The Earth Is in Our Hands
Beaconhouse Sri Inai International School, Malaysia
Teng Yee Shean

Researchers often predict the unpredictable,
even though the unpredictable can’t be predicted.
Complications like consequential climate change,
overpopulation, water scarcity and many other issues
are expected to rise in the world of 2050. Problem after
problem, the list goes on like a never-ending hike up
the rails of a roller coaster. If humanity does not take
action against this planet’s cruel, man-made fate, our
habitat is bound to accelerate down the peak of the
ride, crashing into an annihilating crisis in no time.
That being said, the younger generation of today should
carry the responsibility to improve the Earth’s status
before regrets come pouring in. Suffering from various
troubles, the Earth can definitely get some help from
the innovative and clever minds of youth.
To tackle all environmental issues, we should start
small. You’ve probably heard this hundreds of times but
due to its importance, it deserves one more reminder:
reduce, reuse and recycle. The ‘3 Rs’ are proven to
contribute to sustainable living; you could use both
sides of a sheet of paper, buy eco-friendly products,
and reuse plastic bottles to do your part. These minor
applications in daily life would reduce waste in landfills
and also give you some extra change in your wallet.

Besides this, the film industry could also aid this
change by introducing distinct elements of the Earth’s
forecasted future into movies. If the producers of
globally known films agree to include an informative
understanding about Mother Nature in their
masterpieces, a new perception of life could be instilled
in the minds of viewers and will surely create favorable
outcomes, without a doubt.
Educating individuals on this subject is mandatory;
people have to know what is wrong before they are able
to implement new practices in their daily routines. You
might ask, how can we do so? Well, I am pretty sure
you have stumbled upon eco-related advertisements as
well as articles at one point in your life. Instead of just
scrolling your mouse down the page, you could perhaps
give it a chance to unveil itself. Who knows? It might
have a practical impact on both you and the Earth. Our
planet is never selfish, it is us, humans, that exploit its
resourceful kindness. To give back to Earth, we shall
begin now.

In addition, we could take advantage of the extensive
use of media and entertainment portals. With widely
used platforms, we are able to educate people
everywhere, regardless of which country, state or
city they are present in. For instance, social media
sites like Facebook, Twitter and Instagram could be
utilized positively to create awareness about our
suffering Earth. Posts that encourage beneficial acts
like recycling waste, car-pooling, minimal energy
consumption and the consequences otherwise, could
be uploaded and shared with friends and families.
It will be especially advantageous if highly followed
influencers tag along and support the drive.
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In an age where unpredictability is the new constant, what can you, the
younger generation, do now to shape the future?
British International School Hanoi, Vietnam
Quoc Thai Kieu

In 31 years, humanity will have reached halfway across
the 21st century with a predicted population of eight
billion people. Indeed, there are also going to be major
political and economic changes that will reshape the
lives of billions, but foreshadow the alarming threat to
flora and fauna. Thus, it is imperative to reassess our
consumption levels or Mother Nature will make our
children pay a burdensome price. It is necessary for the
youth to focus on managing their individual disposals
of waste starting with step-by-step changes with things
they associate with every day that may contribute to
environmental damage.
The significant effect of individual consumption and
waste can be seen by comparing the magnitude of
waste by those who consume above-average energy.
4% of the world’s population alone is responsible
for 17% of carbon emissions – over four times more
than the average of the rest of the world. It would be
harrowing to imagine the disastrous effect of climate
change if everybody released the same level of carbon
into the atmosphere. Therefore, overpopulation isn’t the
main cause of environmental damage, but specifically
the actions of certain people who should be more
responsible by limiting to a modest level of energy
consumption. There are many ways that this could be
done with only a little effort, by recycling and reusing
plastic, cans and other materials one buys.
A more challenging, but much more effective way to
reduce our carbon footprint is to change our diet to
be more plant-based. Livestock farming accounts for
18% of all human-induced greenhouse gas emissions,
which is the same as the emissions from all cars, trucks
and airplanes combined. Additionally, cattle farming is
responsible for much deforestation – a significant cause
of the recent fire in the Amazon. A more plant-based
diet can save many acres of land from being deforested
and prevent many tons of carbon from being released
into the atmosphere.
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A very humanitarian way to recycle could be to donate
clothes, books and other things you don’t use much to
those who are less privileged. Instead of dumping them
into a wasteland which pollutes the ecosystem, those in
need would be grateful for any warm clothes and means
of education which would help their lives immensely.
There are many organizations which are there to
distribute recycled goods; I’m currently partnering with
the ‘Winter Appeal’ charity to collect donated clothes
and items to distribute it to the poverty-stricken people
in Vietnam.
Overall, there are many little steps needed to make
the world a better place to live in and they are
right in front of our eyes. All it takes is compassion
and determination from one’s heart. Before bright
teenagers look at the bigger picture of making radical
economic changes to lower the carbon footprint of big
profit-driven corporations, they must first develop a
conscience to make helping the environment a duty,
even with baby steps.
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In an age where unpredictability is the new constant, what can you, the
younger generation, do now to shape the future?
British International School Hanoi, Vietnam
Valerie Lua

Growth. It used to be one of the driving pillars of society
that we all are so familiar with – fascinated by the things
we didn’t know and the limits that can be stretched.
As we continue to grow, there arise problems that we
have never thought of or only existed in theory. Take the
growing population as an example, rising at rapid rates,
estimated to hit 10 billion by 2050. Can we cope? We
won’t know until the time comes.
The future is often seen as something far away and
untouchable. Problems associated with overpopulation
didn’t exist back then. But for my generation, the future
has never been more present than it is now. We see
changes happening in front of our very eyes and feel
the consequences. The ever-constant nagging feeling at
the back of our minds to do something, anything, before
it is too late.
My generation is outspoken. We will fight for what is
ours – a right to live on the planet, with the prosperity
of past generations and hope for a clean and bright
future. That brings us to the question of how we can
change the future. The generic answer to the given
question would be: to start small and make changes
in your daily life. Even the smallest steps contribute to
the bigger picture. But I think that another answer is
ambition. Ambition to do whatever it takes to be heard
and to create a movement. Ambition should be the
motivation that you have to guarantee a future away
from the worst-case scenario. Make small changes in
life, but also do not be afraid of causing big ripples in
a conventional setting or stray from ‘normal.’ In these
unpredictable times, what is ‘normal’ anyway?

Some adults question the purpose of extreme
movements by the younger generation, to which
I respond with a quote from Greta Thunberg,
environmental activist and student: “Why should any
one person be made to study for a future when no one
is doing enough to save that future?” My generation
is working very hard, from our smallest actions to our
largest responses. We are working hard for a future
that we may not even live to see. We focus on the
present but also the future. Not the future in 30 or 50
years, but the future in 1,000 or 10,000 years. What
the younger generation can do is limitless. Some of us
may find a way to feed 10 billion humans, others may
be at the forefront of their industry where every step
they take is in consideration of our future. The rest of
us may become activists, perhaps not for a particular
cause, but activists for future generations, for their
voices and ideas to be heard and not ignored like their
predecessors.
We may never live to see the future we envisioned, but
will try our very hardest to make that future come true.
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Trust for 2050 and Beyond
Canadian International School of Hong Kong, Hong Kong
Janae Ng

When unpredictability is the new constant, the younger
generation must work to build trust among people.
The breakdown in trust has created or exacerbated
issues such as populism, trade wars and technology
embargoes and threatens global initiatives such as the
Paris Agreement1 on climate change and the JCPOA2
on arms control. Additionally, we face issues such
as pollution, disparities in wealth and opportunities,
disease and famine which are also affected by the
breakdown in trust. Building trust is an essential step
in putting the interests of the greater good over selfinterest to steer us on a better course toward 2050.
As distrust among nations and different groups grows,
we become suspicious of others and feel we need to
measure and defend our interests against those of
others. We see this with the Paris Agreement on climate
change where, despite 195 countries being signatories,
the largest economy decides the agreement is not
sufficiently beneficial to it and withdraws, undermining
the efforts of almost every other nation in the world.
When Britons lose trust in the EU, they decide it is
in their best interests to leave, throwing the entire
region and their own country into disarray. In trade
and technology wars, the illogical conclusion is
that countries will be wholly self-reliant despite the
obvious inefficiencies, if not impossibility, creating
unnecessary waste of our limited resources. Once
functioning supranational relationships will crumble if
this course is not reversed. Distrust forces people to
defend themselves against each other creating more
uncertainty, instead of working together to achieve
common goals and reducing uncertainty.
As things stand, we have many issues which pose a
significant threat to our society which we struggle to
control. These include climate change, pollution and
wealth inequality. Working towards common goals
becomes much more difficult if we can no longer share
solutions and tools because we are suspicious of others’
intentions. Time, energy and finite resources that could
be used to solve issues will be used against each other,
further exacerbating issues that debilitate society.
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In a world with limitless modes of communication,
the younger generation should better utilize them to
communicate with one another to build bridges of
trust. We can build our own trusted networks through
schools and organizations on a global basis to form
groups focused on common issues – whether they are
societal like climate change or personal like mental
health. When we communicate more and see common
links between each other, we build trust to work toward
the same ends that will positively impact humanity. We
use our energy and deploy resources efficiently on a
global level to find solutions. Issues such as climate
change, pollution, and wealth disparity are inherently
unpredictable and intertwined with myriad unknown
consequences. Building trust allows us to focus on
common objectives making them easier to achieve.
Facing an unpredictable future, we need to effectively
build trust among ourselves. Only then can we work
together effectively. When we trust each other, we
are much more capable of solving these issues, big
and small, and reducing the unpredictability we will all
inevitably face. We will have each other’s backs.

1 Paris Agreement under the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change adopted on 12 December 2015.
2 The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action between Iran, the European
Union, People’s Republic of China, France, Russia, United Kingdom,
Germany, and the United States entered into on July 14, 2015

In an age where unpredictability is the new constant, what can you, the
younger generation, do now to shape the future?
Cedar Girls’ Secondary School, Singapore
Kareena Kumar

Our world is overwhelmed with numerous urgent issues.
Environmental degradation – the depletion of natural
resources and the pushing of rare animal species to
the brink of extinction – is commonly attributed to the
unsustainable overhunting of such animals, and the
destruction of their habitats. Global warming and the
sudden increase of greenhouse gases and carbon
emissions in the troposphere has been aggravated
by the excessive burning of fossil fuels to meet the
demands of commercial power plants. As our society
becomes increasingly advanced, what is to say that
these crucial issues will not be exacerbated with time?

As the future is becoming increasingly unpredictable, it
is essential for us to adopt a more adaptive approach
for what is to come. Undoubtedly, solutions in the
present may no longer be applicable to the plethora
of issues that may plague our species in the next few
decades. It is thus imperative for the next generation to
rethink policies and mechanisms currently in place to
cater to regional and international needs and prevent
the worsening of current problems before irrevocable
harm is done.

It is suffice to say that our world is evolving at an
astounding pace – significant advances in technology
have changed the lives of billions around the world.
The world wide web, for instance, was invented twenty
years ago, and today it serves as a platform that bridges
gaps between generations of humans across the
globe. We have become so accustomed to using such
modern technologies that it has become an integral
part of our lives. In just three decades, our world has
become almost unrecognizable from its 1980s self, and
it will not be surprising if it continues to evolve at an
unprecedented pace.
Many possibilities of our future can now be envisioned
– extended life expectancies, breakthroughs in
synthetic biology, a decarbonized economy and even
neurotechnology may be successful in just three
decades. There is no doubt that artificial intelligence
will continue to be embedded in our lives and become
even more deeply entrenched as time passes.
Numerous modifications have been made in regards
to the use of artificial intelligence and there have been
numerous debates on the boundaries humans should
draw in relation to such technology. The question
remains as to what extent artificial intelligence should
be allowed to advance, and how we prevent it from
eventually posing a threat to human beings? Inherently
human traits such as feelings and emotions cannot be
transcended or programmed into A.I. machines, yet
intelligence and the ability to think independently can
be done and many have voiced that it may become a
concern that may lead humans into worrisome territory.
The modification of genetics is another issue that is
becoming increasingly thought provoking. Should
humans be allowed to modify their own genetic data –
what inherently defines them – and if so, to what end?
It is becoming clear that more guidelines must be drawn
in such foreign territory to prevent any unforeseeable
consequences.
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Sustainable Future: The Younger Generation to the Rescue
Christian Alliance Cheng Wing Gee College, Hong Kong
Chin Pok Khaw

Booming world population, ceaseless and endless
social unrest, record-high rising sea levels, planetthreatening production of nuclear weapons at a
sky-rocketing pace, silently shrinking polar ice glaciers,
aggravating and deteriorating pollution from every
possible corner of the Earth…all of these are posing
a detrimental and unprecedented, hazardous threat
to not only us, but to all of the equally crucial lives
on this planet. But amid the mist of loud politicians
throwing daggers at each other and grown-ups telling
you what to do, the younger generation seems to be
paling into insignificance. However, this is not the case.
The following hopes to further elaborate on aspects of
economics, environment and society.
First and foremost, regarding economics, it is
thoroughly comprehended how significant it is to
maintain steady economic growth. Nevertheless, in
times of hardship like this, the younger generations
need to educate themselves and realize the need for a
lower priority of money-making. All along the course of
human civilization, the prominent value of getting that
salary raise letter and buying a luxury home have always
been stressed and instilled in the impressionable and
susceptible minds of adolescents. Nonetheless, they
are best to prioritize the need for social responsibilities
and environmental care, for instance volunteer work,
above striving to earn money. Once the younger
generation starts to stick to that, society will begin
to turn its steering wheel away from the blind race
for economic growth, and focus more on sustainable
development.
Environmentally, the younger generation ought not
hesitate or underestimate their place in making it
green again: even as a ‘nobody,’ one can still slough
off their unsustainable habits. To better illustrate this
point, teenagers can save energy by riding more bikes
in lieu of fossil fuel-driven cars, minimize the use of
air-conditioners and the purchase of foreign products (it
takes an eye-watering amount of energy to fly products
in) and turning on lights or fans only when necessary.
These are just a few simple actions everyone can do,
but that is also where the crux of the problem lies —
people are not doing it. If, starting from the younger
generation, people acknowledge the importance
of doing things differently, they will affect the next
generation and next, starting a global ‘trend.’
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Lastly, in respect to the societal aspect, the younger
generation is highly advised to utilize its impact and
influence on social media. Have your own political view
and vision of the future, share them with the world on
Instagram or Facebook etc. Take photos or videos of
the actions of kind-hearted people around you and tell
your followers to do the same. Go share your letter to
the editor/senator online, sign that online petition…
these are actions that can affect others and arouse
the attention of the world. Social media, which is
especially prevalent among the younger generation, is
such a convenient invention. Given the platforms’ easy
accessibility, it should not be wasted.
In a nutshell, considering their growing leverage on
the internet and elite technology literacy, there are a
number of things the younger generation can do to
move the world towards a sustainable future, ones that
should not be neglected in any way.

A Clear Pattern of Total Unpredictability
Concordia International School Shanghai, China
Sophia Cho

“Lizzy! Open your eyes!” I shouted. “It’s scarier with your
eyes closed! Look!”
It would be a massive disappointment if my best friend
were to ride my all-time favorite roller coaster with her
eyes closed. To my dismay, her lids were shut tightly.
We were up high, suspended over the peak of the ride,
waiting to plummet.
“There’s a drop here! Like I told you! Remember? Open
your eyes!”
At those familiar words, she blinked and opened her
eyes cautiously. I heard a faint “wow” of amazement
before we plunged.
The world itself was not always unpredictable. By
nature, people are unpredictable. In this world – with
humans – the world has become unpredictable.
Long ago, humans lived in small tribes and villages.
When one person acted, the effects of that action were
contained in that area. Today, we live in mega-cities,
where technology allows a single person to impact
other societies. Those unpredictable actions now reach
across the world.

To match something as unforeseeable as
unpredictability, the younger generation needs a skill
just as spontaneous. It may surprise some to learn
that spontaneity requires us to look beyond efficiency.
Companies nowadays are obsessed with efficiency.
They create machines that produce hundreds of
products per hour. Yet efficiency isn’t the solution.
Being robust is. There was a study in the U.S. Airline
industry. The crew could not predict when there would
be a delay or emergency. In order to prepare for the
unexpected, a robust system was developed. More
flight attendants were taken on a plane and extra
taxiing areas were built. Some argued this was a waste
of resources. However, this system was prepared for
anything. Whether something went wrong or not, the
crew and airline workers were ready. No longer is the
target “efficiency.” It’s robustness.
Unpredictability is not the enemy; we are. If we –
the younger generation – can find a way to gather
information, expect the unexpected, and be a little
more robust, maybe the world would become less
chaotic. Life is like a roller coaster: Once you get on,
there’s no chance to get off. You’re buckled in with all
the others. All you can do is open your eyes and enjoy
the ride.

However, unpredictability itself is not harmful.
Rather than blaming our problems on unpredictability,
we should come to an understanding of it. We
can gather knowledge for the future – not to fight
it – but to know when to expect a plummet. Expect
the unexpected with robustness. As the younger
generation, we must adapt now. We cannot wait for
future generations. Some claim that political change
and technological advancements are the most
promising ways to repair the world. As important as
these are, we are forgetting how powerful simple
human determination is.
We are unable to glimpse into the future, but gathering
information by studying past events is an option for
everyone. Information is at our fingertips. Headlines of
recent events flash in front of us every hour. We cannot
intervene with the past, but we can certainly learn from
it.
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Start Changing
Concordia International School Shanghai, China
Edith Wong

American theologian Tryon Edwards once stated, “Right
actions in the future are the best apologies for bad
actions in the past.”
But that doesn’t seem possible at all – that we can
shape the future with what we’ve been given. As
humanity continues to live on Earth, society gradually
becomes ignorant about problems humanity caused.
We’re all drowning: drowning in political corruption,
drowning in concepts of inequality, drowning in
environmental destruction…and perhaps, literally
drowning, because of our rising sea levels that climate
change has caused.
Now the younger generation is responsible for the right
actions as an apology for the bad actions in the past.
Imagine if the world was told that they could stop
global warming easily: As long as we turn off the airconditioning during summer and the heater during
the freezing weather to reduce the amount of carbon
dioxide in the air. Would we all say “Yes” to that? To
sacrifice our convenience?
Greta Thunberg, a Swedish teenager, claimed that
climate change is already solved. “We already have all
the facts and solutions. All we have to do is wake up
and change.” Using her teenage voice, she tries to tell
everyone: it’s time to shape the future.
Start saving the world by destroying corrupt beliefs, and
remind people why humanity exists in the first place.
Remind people that our smallest actions matter to the
future. Remind people that their inconvenience may no
longer be “inconvenient” in the future, but wars of man
to nature.
Start saving the world by switching off the airconditioning during summer, and the heater during
winter. Stop using disposable plastic cutlery when
packing lunches. Start recycling newspapers and
posters.
Start saving the world by changing.
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Can we try to also convince society, as the younger
generation, to come together in social and political
disagreements? Can we convince people to really
wake up and start being responsible? Can the younger
generation try and solve world issues?
If all youths decided to start believing in the future over
convenience, if the younger generations started to
raise awareness about world issues, if the world stops
using plastic and electronic devices… we have a shot at
shaping our future into a better place.
Save our traditions and our cultures before we lose
them by modernizing our society. Work hard and
propose resolutions to solving world issues.
With change, we can do what we need to do; what we
should do.
Now I wholeheartedly believe Tyron Edwards. The
younger generation can make the right actions. We
can convince world leaders to come together, solve the
hunger crisis, convince the politicians to recycle their
awareness posters, stop using electronic devices, and
convince everyone to think of the world before their
money.
It takes little actions, words, and effort to change our
world. And we better start shaping our future into
somewhere where none of us will be drowning.

Shaping My Future
Fairview International School, Malaysia
Nethra Kaner

In an age where unpredictability is the new constant, what can I,
the younger generation, do now to shape the future?
Many things are becoming scarce in the world, like food,
water and other important resources, and things like human
population and pollution are increasing. As an 11-year-old, I’ll
be spending my future in a very different world from the one
it is today. Did you know that scientists say that by 2050, the
human population will increase by another two billion? My
future environment will be hotter due to ozone layer destruction,
and we will only be able to see wild animals in zoos because of
encroachment by humans. What bothers me most is that we will
receive less fresh water and air. And instead of sharing, there
are countries such as India which is blocking the flow of certain
river waters to Pakistan. This will prevent the people from that
region from growing food. Simple daily needs will be obstructed
and frustration will increase. Wars will break out over decreasing
resources and it will not be good for my generation. Imagine all
of us going about our daily lives in the future wearing gas masks!

In my school, I’m a green ambassador. As a green ambassador,
weekly we care for the plants in our school grounds. At my
home, we actively separate garbage into perishable and nonperishable categories.
When I travel in India, I see plenty of scope for improvement.
While swimming and snorkeling in Malaysia, I see the oceans
are in need of cleaning and attention. Plastics in the oceans
cause harm to sea life. My own fellow humans are cruel, and
sometimes I cannot understand why adults don’t care about
these simple things. Surely, in future, I will do more for not only
the locality I live in, but the world around me.
To conclude, we, the younger generation, can shape the future
by being very mindful and practising simple methods to create a
better future. What I do today will matter 50 years from now. So,
I will always remember this and keep taking the right actions to
shape a beautiful future for myself and this planet.

As a youngster, I used to think I cannot do much! But recently
when I went to Nepal for a trek, I met Maggie Doyne who had
received the 2015 CNN Hero of the Year award for her work in
education for children. At the young age of 20 she had started
helping the kids there to gain an education. This gave me a great
inspiration that age doesn’t matter.
So, personally, I think a lot can be done. We can do a lot for
the world by using the resources properly. Using less plastic,
using public transport, buying from farmers or markets near our
homes, recycling our goods like garments and books, and carpooling when possible are some of the ideas that I, along with
my classmates, are practising in our daily lives. Furthermore, I
take special care at home to turn off the air-conditioning, lights
and taps when not in use.
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Our World in 2050
Gateway College Colombo, Sri Lanka
Joel Shankar

“The world will not be destroyed by those who do evil,
but by those who watch them without doing anything.”
– Albert Einstein.
The world today is facing multiple issues which threaten
mankind and its survival, such as climate change
and the rapidly increasing population. Although these
problems pose a grave danger to the human race,
advancements in technology, being made by the new
generation, may provide a solution. If we do not make
drastic changes in the world of today, there may not be
a world of tomorrow.
Climate change is a tremendous threat that could
lead to humans becoming extinct. Climate change
is basically the change in the weather conditions
and temperature because of human activities such
as deforestation, farming livestock and the massive
consumption of fossil fuels. If we do not combat this
problem, the Earth’s temperature could rise to a point
where it goes into a whirlpool of self-destruction beyond
our control – the Amazon rainforest may degrade into
a savannah, a large proportion of the Earth’s species
would be wiped out, and natural disasters could double
in size. These are just some of the many frightening
consequences.
There are manifold ways that the younger generation
are trying to prevent this, and some are already being
implemented. One such method is restoring barren
land to make it suitable to grow fruit trees and other
plant species – this ingenious idea is currently being
executed on degraded land in Nepal. Another solution
conjured up by young blood is to save coastlines
from flooding and other natural disasters, by planting
mangroves that help to recycle carbon dioxide and
provide a habitat for many animal species. These
actions speak for themselves; the younger generations
are paving their own paths into shaping a more
sustainable future.
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Moving on from saving the Earth to how technological
improvements will affect our world in thirty years, the
topic of whether we will be able to migrate to Mars if
the earth is overpopulated by 2050 has gained much
attention. Even though space technology has had few
breakthroughs since the Cold War, newer technology
might create the ideal playing field for more innovative
ideas than before, but we cannot rely on this to save
our kind. The world in 2050 will be unrecognizable
to what it is now. For example, if people don’t switch
to clean energy by 2020, the world in 2050 will be
uninhabitable, yet if we do switch to cleaner energy it
will be possible for us to live in a carbon-free economy
by 2050. No matter what choice we make, the younger
generation will have to embrace living in a world that
is nothing like the life we now know. Technological
advances might save us, but it is up to us, as the
younger generation, to make sure that it happens.
To conclude, the youth will face a series of inevitable
problems and must come up with sustainable solutions
to ensure the survival of the human race, but it is as
clear as daylight that they will not stand aside and
watch as the Earth is being destroyed.

The Young Artists of 2050
Hanoi-Amsterdam High School for the Gifted, Vietnam
Chi Tran

Since the sharp beginning of our existence, our beloved
Earth has provided us with a canvas. As time passes,
the canvas becomes denser with layers of colors from
the humans’ palette – development. But what will this
painting look like 30 years from now?
Will the color green still exist behind the scorching red
and ash grey? Spreading flames have been swallowing
our forests, notoriously the Amazon, leaving nothing but
ashes. Our canvas currently has 30% of natural green
left, and once it fades, the colors representing natural
diversity or ecological balance will soon follow.
Will toxic grey smog embrace the once clear
atmosphere with carbon dioxide, factory emissions
and other pollutants? Followed by 4.6 million cyanotic
bodies suffering from respiratory diseases and even
unconscionably painful death, these forms are actually
humans’ brainchildren (carbon-emitting transportation,
deadly weapons and such).
Will colorful plastic be everywhere, coming with
malleability and convenience and going with waste and
poisonous substances? With plastic waste exceeding
350 million tons by 2015, over 577 marine species are
ingesting and entangling with plastic, and this is only
the beginning. If hazardous, colorful micro- and nanoparticles of plastic have appeared in animals’ bodies,
humans’ veins might become their next location.
Be that as it may, the young generation’s hands still
hold a good amount of hope for the Earth’s 2050
façade. By adding some more colors to their palettes,
the youngsters could fruitfully accomplish the heavy
commission of reviving the long-lost nature on time.
The young can first add some green of awareness
in collaboration with their education brush. After
academically broadening their comprehension of the
aforementioned issues, they will have gained a precious
opportunity to put their knowledge into practice. They
could start simple by explaining key features as well as
demonstrating the easiest methods of protecting the
environment, such as having a garden or consuming
biodegradable products. A journey of a thousand miles
must begin with a single step.

Next could be some red of courage and determination,
which could go alongside speaking up in general.
Everyone would need a brave painter inside an
outspoken youngster to stand up and draw bold and
pioneering lines to follow. With their temerarious voices
being the powerful brush, the young could place their
lines in an oral presentation, a conference, or in their
role as the spokesperson of a public call-out event
for measures against environmentally contaminating
wrongdoings by the local authorities. As long as the
painters state their own voices, they could stand firm for
their conviction.
Orange of creativity would be another advisable
addition. In this situation, the orange brightens the
lines and grasps people’s attention. The brightest
representations could encompass a vivid poster with
authoritative information and powerful messages
through all shapes and sizes, a concise PowerPoint as a
tool for the presentation or an emotion-provoking piece
of writing.
Nonetheless, none of this will matter if this generation
doesn’t take the initiative. The young must acknowledge
the power lying beyond their actions. With the power
of leadership and improvement as their brushes and
palettes, they will all manage to tackle these impending
dangers to our Earth for 2050.

Reference:
https://www.livescience.com/27692-deforestation.html
https://www.sciencedaily.com/terms/air_pollution.htm
https://ourworldindata.org/plastic-pollution
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Ten Thousand, Nine Hundred and Fifty Days
King George V School, Hong Kong
Andrea Lam

Ten thousand, nine hundred and fifty days. Humanity
is confronted with global political turmoil and an
agricultural crisis. The last of the fossil fuels has been
extracted. Corporate owners watch mercilessly as its
final remnants are molded into plastic by a povertystricken factory worker, wrapped in pretty paper, and
gifted to a child. The dreaded possibility of a nuclear war
morphing into a modern reality is all too near. The Lungs
of the Earth desperately gasp for air amid a polluted sky,
while politicians hesitantly watch, doubtlessly turning a
blind eye.
The youth of today could be of great significance, by
leading the change of tomorrow. As humans, we are
obligated to acknowledge our mistakes from the past,
and take responsibility for the consequences. In return
for an abundant environment which we can address
as ‘home,’ we must treat our world with respect and
dignity.
Climate change is the obvious elephant in the room;
the apparent truth that few are willing to address.
However, for humanity to sustain life on earth, we
must be open to change. To minimize the effects of
the global catastrophe, global warming must stay
below an increase of 2°C, or our planet will face
severe consequences. At this critical stage, the world
must halve emissions every decade until we reach the
desired five gigatons by 2050, in order for the planet
to have a stable climate. With the aid of technology,
the younger generation can conquer any obstacle. In
this day and age, awareness has reached its maximum
potential, and currently, we must focus on shifting our
envisionings into concrete actions. Beginning with
agriculture, as it is responsible for a quarter of the
world’s carbon emissions, our generation can progress
through innovative thinking.
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Returning to the root cause of this global environmental
crisis, humans have been causing global chaos since
the early industrial revolution. If “The Lorax” failed to
educate Gen X and millennials about the importance of
wildlife and its endangerment caused by human greed,
our generation has to rethink the education system.
Education is a medium for the youth to realize their
potential and to develop a sense of individuality, so that
they can contribute dynamically, along with peers, to
the community. Currently, major affluent cities such
as Hong Kong are often criticized for ‘spoon-feeding’
knowledge to students, and its shocking resemblance
to 20th-century, factory-style learning, which indicates
slow development. In retrospect, the world was shocked
to see hundreds of thousands of students take the city
by storm when protesting against government policies.
Today’s youth learn, but tomorrow, they will lead society
and dictate the future.
Whether or not this becomes reality completely lies in
our hands. We can either choose to embrace the future,
or narrowly tolerate its flaws pessimistically. The clock is
ticking; only ten thousand, nine hundred and fifty days
remain. Our generation should be the generation that
rises to the challenge, and steers the future away from
homogeneity towards improvement. Our generation
needs to disrupt the status quo.

The Future as We See It in 30 Years
King George V School, Hong Kong
Christine Tsoi

It’s 2019, and unpredictability is now the new constant.
Technology is advancing, thoughts are changing,
people and humanity as a whole are changing. We’re
all developing and moving forward faster than we can
imagine. Though I believe there will be two futures for
us on the road ahead: one where we are all consumed
by our current problems, overpopulation, climate
change, pollution, etc., and another, where in an
idealistic world, we live in peace and harmony together,
working to fix the problems that were left behind by
previous generations.
30 years from now, we may end up as a global
wasteland. But truthfully, I have hope that we will all
come together to fix our mistakes, and change for the
better. 30 years from now, I believe there will be robotic
prosthetics that are no different from a normal arm, I
believe that A.I. will have become advanced enough to
help with more than just ordinary, menial tasks, and I
believe we will have changed as a whole. The world, 30
years from now, may not be so different from now, but it
will certainly be different, one way or another.

I, as a young student, will be impacted by these
technological advances, and the ever-growing standard
for workers in this society. I must strive harder to
stay relevant and useful in a society that grows ever
more complex with traits one must have to find a job.
Technological advances will also push me to compete
more and more with others, as jobs may become
scarcer and scarcer with advancing technology. To
embrace this new and upcoming world, I will have
to become flexible, change whenever needed, and
become like flowing water. This world both wants and
needs unpredictability, creativity in fresh blood. I must
learn to give the world that.
The new world is not something to be feared, but to
be anticipated, to be awaited. All of us must learn to
change, develop and learn with advancements.

Even now, scientists have successfully created
vegetarian meat that looks almost no different from
normal meat. Robotic prosthetics are becoming better
at both gross and fine motor skills, and A.I. is continuing
to dominate the world.
Of course, I don’t believe that only positive change will
have come. The rise of A.I. will put many people out of
jobs, and political unrest can brew anywhere. Countries
will still stockpile weapons, and train their armies in
fear of another war. People will attack each other, and
bad things will happen. The world 30 years from now
will be more technologically advanced than before, but
problems from this generation may still be there 30
years from now.
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How Questionable Is Our Future?
Lotus Valley International School, India
Ritika Singhal

We are fascinated by the idea of robots performing
our jobs, only to realize that it is our employment they
would be taking over. We rejoice when we hear about
the genome-editing technology having the potential
to reduce the risk of diseases as deadly as cancer,
only to realize how it could boost inequalities and
nonacceptance in society. We’ve all heard of the phrase
that every problem comes with a solution. However,
being unprepared for what is to come could also make
the reverse true: every solution comes with an added
problem.

We need strict administrative bodies before bringing
the technology into the world so that it’s only used for a
good cause. Only a handful of doctors should be given
power as immense as that of altering DNA, and regular
checks have to be made on them.

Nothing other than the Charles Dickens phrase from
the 19th century could ever sum up the vision I hold for
the future: “It was the best of times; it was the worst of
times.”

While science and medicine may succeed in finding
cures for deadly diseases, society as a whole could
fail to prevent the environment from becoming the
deadliest killer. With peace groups doing their best
to combat terrorism, the next generation could be
terrorized through the environment we are creating for
them. And we, we wouldn’t want to become terrorists
ourselves; the very people we condemn today.

Robots taking over jobs, for example, will boost the
economy as production flourishes. Being quicker,
stronger and more adaptable, they will be key to
our workforce. Now, think about a generation that is
struggling to find a place in the world. Think about how
being without a job or a source of livelihood will affect
their mental health.
It’s unfair to be opposed to the progress of the
world. But it’s equally unfair to crush the people who
are competent today but unaware of their future
incompetence. For steady growth, we require active
collaboration between the robots and humans. The
present generation must be exposed to the world of
artificial intelligence early on in life so that they can
embrace change, the natural way of life.
Another aspect that will become the present in the
future, I believe, is Crispr, the highly controversial but
revolutionary technology. Being a step closer to curing
cancer, AIDS, cystic fibrosis and so many other lifethreatening conditions, Crispr can save lives. But with
conditions like Down syndrome and autism having the
capability to be reversed, neurodiversity could quickly
get lost. The rich would design their kids and others
would be wiped off from the mainstream world. Yes, we
need diseases getting cured, but not at the expense of
the introduction of new ones.
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Above all of these, a greater question awaits: Will we
even have a future? Today’s scenario answers in the
negative. With climate change and global warming
reaching its peak, we need to question what all this
progress means.

21st-Century Problems Need 21st-Century Leaders
L.P. Savani Academy, India
Sarvik Chaudhary

2019 is a year to remember. Our world today faces
numerous problems—climate change, the Hong Kong
protests, Brexit, the unraveling of the Iran deal—which
makes one wonder how the future might look for us.
Going by current standards, it sure does not seem too
pretty.
The world population is rising at its fastest rate and
is expected to cross 10 billion by 2050. According to
experts, the next 30 years will give our planet quite a
tough time—the air could be thick with pollution, with
worsening lung conditions and respiratory diseases
killing approximately six million people every year. The
new tech devices that characterize the 21st century
all require rare earth metals to make them, which is
putting a strain on the planet’s natural resources. If the
current trends of climate change continue, we might
have to come to terms with losing swathes of cities, as
well as islands and low-lying regions like Bangladesh,
to rising sea levels and floods. The economic impact to
the regions will be profound, and climate refugees could
become the norm. The rain forests could face total
annihilation. Diseases will spread with ease. Hurricanes
could become more frequent and severe. Cyberattacks
could increase, and classified information could easily
be spread, causing tangible damage. And the rate
at which A.I. is developing, it could only prove to be
dangerous for the human race in the coming future.

The next world leaders are possibly sitting in a
classroom right now and it’ll be the two billion of us
who’ll be sitting in top offices in the coming years.
Which is why it is necessary that we build ourselves
with moral values, ethics, information technology and
a sense of responsibility. And by building ourselves,
we won’t just be developing as individuals; we’ll be
developing the future of this planet. So, let’s stop doing
the thousands of tons of ‘big talk’ and start doing the
little ounces of practice that the world needs. All we
need to do is perfect the means, and the end will take
care of itself.

These problems need quick solutions, and the solutions
to most, if not all problems, are ‘us’ and by ‘us,’ I mean
the two billion youngsters (aged 18 to 35) of this planet.
We have done enough protests and we have blamed
the world leaders enough; now it’s time we start putting
ourselves to work. We need to remember that it is the
actions of our previous generations that have resulted
in the problems we face today, which is why we need to
be cautious while performing each and every activity in
our daily lives, no matter how small, because it is the
little things that seven billion people ignore. But when
those little things are done by seven billion people,
it’s not very little. We need to prepare ourselves to be
capable enough to face and solve the problems of
2050, because the 21st-century problems demand
21st-century leaders. And not just political leaders,
but leaders in the fields of economics, climate change,
science, agriculture, the corporate world, and all the
other sectors that will help us in shaping the future.
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Existential Redundancy
Methodist Girls’ School, Singapore
Estelle Lim

In this new era whereby the name of the game is
technological advancement, the notion of secondguessing is starting to become more inapplicable. As a
15-year-old student studying in Singapore, I found that
even though unpredictability is inevitable, we, as the
younger generation, still have to rise to the occasion
of taking charge of the world and shaping our today in
preparation for the happenings of our tomorrow. For
now, as humankind is incessantly trying to innovate new
technological devices, people worldwide are grappling
with these substantial changes, as well as their
consequences. We, as the younger generation, should
have qualities of resilience and adaptability which will
help us to make optimal decisions which will ultimately
affect the phenomena of tomorrow.
The future I would want to have is one where people do
not feel redundant, despite living in a technologically
advanced world. According to The New York Times,
many robotic prototypes have started replacing human
jobs, especially in the medical sector. For example, the
Smart Tissue Autonomous Robot (STAR), which helps
separate blemished organs and cancerous tissues,
has far exceeded the skills of a professional human
surgeon. In the future, instead of robots assisting us,
we may, if not most certainly, become workers for
them. This evokes a feeling of existential redundancy
and even anxiety within humans, as we may have to
constantly compete for jobs to survive in the automated
world of the future.
Instead of spending countless hours trying to predict the
unpredictable, we could change our mind-sets in order
to shape the future. One way of doing so is to hone our
skills and qualities such as resilience and adaptability.
With these qualities, the younger generation will be able
to make the best decisions and will be better equipped
to deal with the constant unpredictability that the future
holds. The ideal future that I have is to make people
feel purposeful in life, even in a world where technology
prevails. One level of unpredictability is the fast rate of
technological advancement which hinders us to find
the necessary solutions to help everybody keep up with
technology. However, with resilience, we will implement
innovative ideas to shape the future and overcome the
challenges we face. With adaptability, we will be able
to reorganize and plan to reach our desired future, and
remove existential redundancy.
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In order to develop resilience and adaptability, we
have to continually teach people, especially the older
generation, to use technological devices such as the
smart television. Adolescents can start helping the
older generation to conduct lessons, like providing
them with opportunities to attend different classes to
develop the necessary skills in them like how to operate
the technological devices in preparation for the future.
That way, when technology advances, they will know
how to better use the functions and software in the
devices. With these qualities within each of us, not just
the younger generation, but everybody will be able to
shape the future. Even though unpredictability is the
new constant, I strongly believe that I can still make a
difference and direct the world to the desired outcome
of the future – even in my limited capacity as a 15-yearold student.
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The World in 2050
Mount Maunganui Intermediate School, New Zealand
Amaya Greene

A football field of forest is cut down every second. One
was cut down in the time it took to read this sentence.
The forest is depleting at an alarming rate and soon
there will be nothing left. I know that we are becoming
more aware of the problems Earth faces, but are we
aware enough? If we don’t act soon, what kind of planet
will the future generations live on? As an 11-year-old,
my biggest concern about our planet is deforestation.
Trees provide habitats for many animals, convert CO2
into oxygen and are food sources for lots of people.
Without trees there wouldn’t be life.

So how can we stop this? One thing is certain, we ALL
need to change. We must start by raising awareness,
and tell people all about the devastating effects of
deforestation. Then we must start the change. Avoid
products containing palm oil such as lipstick, pizza
dough, ice cream, shampoo, chocolate, margarine
and much, much more. If we all say no to palm oil,
the companies using it in their products will be forced
to stop. There are many organizations and charities
that you can donate to like Greenpeace. If we all raise
awareness, laws can change.

Trees are cut down for many reasons, the main one
being palm oil. Palm oil is found in almost 50% of
packaged products we purchase every day. Some other
reasons for deforestation are farming, and wood and
paper production, as well as wildfires. These problems
have devastating effects; effects that can change the
lives of the entire human race. Children like me have
grown up in a world where we know we must work hard
to fix this. But how can we do that if no one listens. If we
don’t take action soon and fight to stop deforestation
the world will become very different.

Perhaps with everyone’s help, we can make a better
future. We can solve this palm oil problem, this
deforestation disaster. No one wants to live in a world
with no trees, so why are we destroying them? We can
fix this by buying products with no palm oil and donating
to organizations and charities. If we all work together,
the next generations won’t have to live in a world where
the sea level has risen, and most animals are extinct.
But we have to start now. Like Dr Seuss said, “Unless
someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is
going to get better. It’s not.”

In 2050, I see a world where almost all the animals that
call our rainforests home, such as orangutans, sloths,
jaguar, and many others, are extinct. Deforestation
destroys parts of rainforest canopy, which blocks
the sun’s rays in the day and traps heat at night. This
disruption will lead to more extreme temperatures that
can be harmful to plants and animals. Global warming
will have become much more severe and the sea levels
will have risen dramatically because there are less trees
to absorb carbon dioxide. Lots of people will have fallen
sick because the many cures for diseases found in the
rainforest will be gone.
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Deforestation
Mount Maunganui Intermediate School, New Zealand
Skye Shaw

2050 in my mind will be a world where we finally realize
our mistakes. In 2050 our forests will be destroyed
faster than ever unless we can stop it. This major
problem will only become bigger. The majority of people
ignore the issue for their own pleasure, and palm oil is
a major contribution to deforestation. In this society,
it’s hard to give up chocolate, Doritos, shampoo and
other products that contain palm oil. In 2050, we will
have more people due to overpopulation which means
more people to provide for. Technology is advancing
and could eventually get rid of all trees and lead to the
extinction of animals and, eventually, humans.
Why do we need to solve this problem? So far, Earth is
the only known planet to be inhabited with living beings.
There are a few reasons why we can live here and
trees are one of them. They convert carbon dioxide into
oxygen so that we can breathe. Already that’s a huge
reason why we need to solve the problem. The forest
is also home to 250 million people and many animals
such as orangutans and others. But this doesn’t mean
we have to stop using wooden resources. We need
to use the trees and then regrow them. Forests are
essential for humans, animals and every living being in
general.
Everyone can make a change by influencing others
and not supporting deforestation. Though there are
some people who can make a change quickly, including
world leaders. They make decisions and influence the
world with their power. So can growing and well-known
companies. Changing how they make their products
and removing palm oil from them can prove that
palm oil isn’t the key to success. These role models
and leaders have opportunities to make change and
supporting it will make a difference.
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There are many ways to help stop deforestation, some
as simple as using the other side of the paper when
doodling or finding alternatives to printing unnecessary
items. You can participate in tree replanting events
and try or replant them yourself. You can find brands
that use less palm oil or none at all. Be conscious
of what you’re buying, eating and using and support
decisions that could bring us one step closer to solving
deforestation.
How do I, an 11-year-old child that has to rely on
present decisions, see a better 2050? I see everyone
being aware of what they’re purchasing. People are
finding ways to reuse wooden resources and replant
trees. Animals will have homes and be respected. We
will reduce palm oil and respect the world. Everybody
will be educated on the issue so that we can prevent it
from occurring in the future. My generation will become
the leaders in 2050, though to make this dream a
reality we need you to help. It’s not a matter of ignoring
the issue and hoping it eventually gets fixed or ignoring
the problem for pleasure. It’s not just up to kids to save
the future. It’s up to everyone to solve the problem to
create a future for you and us. Save the forests.

Change Is the Only Constant – Deal With It
Pacific American School, Taiwan
Ray Chen

The irony is, change is the only constant in nature:
most cells are replaced on a monthly basis, and
ecosystems regularly face disturbances that transform
their compositions. For humanity, change is projected
to come in the form of unprecedented global population
growth by roughly three billion in the next 30 years. The
projection poses a daunting question: how do we feed
three billion more mouths?
To cope with this drastic change, we as the younger
generation must accept change in three major ways.

To avert the prospect of food production threatening
food supply and nullifying our efforts to meet the
rising demand for food, we must reform our diets by
substantially curtailing demand for meat. Raising
livestock releases primarily methane, a potent
greenhouse gas, and requires a startling 60% of the
world’s agricultural land, according to the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. By
decreasing our meat consumption, we could free up
space for means of producing food with a smaller
ecological footprint.

Number One:

Number Three:

Although continuing to clear forests for cropland and
pastures is tempting for some, the practice would prove
unfeasible in the coming decades. The World Resource
Institute has forecasted that we would have to clear
an area twice the size of India to support the global
population in 2050, leaving scarcely enough space
to accommodate the three billion that will inhabit our
planet. To reconcile the conflicting demands for food
production and for living space, we must produce more
food on less land.

Last but not least, we must demand that our ideas
be heard. When interviewed, three Irish teenagers
who won the Google Science Fair in 2014 said adults
belittled their idea of injecting rhizobacteria into crops
to increase yield, to the extent that they almost gave up
on their research. This is not an isolated case. We must
demand that adults break their cycle of suppressing
our ideas, as they could hold the key to innovating ways
of adapting to our world in 2050. We must demand
change, as change is the only constant in nature.

To this end, we should endorse companies that have
adopted hydroponic systems – which replace soil
in farms with nutrient-rich solutions – and vertical
farming systems – which raise crops on vertically
stacked surfaces – as both increase crop yield without
compromising space. Furthermore, hydroponically
grown leafy greens are 12 times more productive than
traditionally grown leafy greens. Even more impressive
is that agricultural technology company Plenty has
yielded as much as 350 times more crops on a vertical
farm than on a conventional farm of the same size.
Number Two:
Simultaneously, we must decouple food production
from environmental degradation and minimize the
environmental ramifications of food production.
Agriculture currently generates 25% of the annual
global emissions of greenhouse gases, propelling
global warming at alarming rates. If we proceed with
producing food with familiar methods, the resulting
rise in temperature would disrupt steady food supply
by intensifying droughts, inducing wildfires, and
exacerbating desertification.
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In an age where unpredictability is the new constant, what can you, the
younger generation, do now to shape the future?
Raffles Girls’ School, Singapore
Phylicia Goh

Our world is ever changing. From moving constellations
above to tectonic plates shifting thousands of feet
under. In a bid to maintain control, humans try to
predict and plan out their lives.
Climate change is one of the most urgent problems,
resulting in many unforeseen and damaging
consequences. This is also spoken about in the New
York Times’s article on how climate change has affected
Hurricane Dorian1, and research2 by the Environmental
Defense Fund. Climate change has increased the
intensity of these natural phenomena resulting in
greater structural damage to property and number of
lives lost. In addition, it also worsens problems, such
as limited land area for development, due to rising sea
levels claiming more ground.
Yet all is not lost as the advancement of technology has
opened up a whole new realm of solutions; solutions
which were once thought to be impossible. In 2017, the
Inventory of U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks3
found that 28% of the greenhouse gases produced in
the US was due to electricity production. Renewable
energy sources are becoming more viable, with solar
panels becoming cheaper as technology progresses. In
addition, a new method of generating electricity through
radiative cooling4 has been developed. It is able to
function even in the dark, covering up for solar power’s
shortcomings.
Research has shown that geoengineering5 is a possible
solution to consider. Geoengineering studies the
possibilities of using technology to reflect sunlight back
into space to decrease global temperatures through
methods such as aerosol injection.
This is evidently a critical issue that we, as the next
generation of changemakers, have to tackle. How we
can embrace the new world can be summarized as
follows.

Firstly, the younger generation has to revise their
outlook on technology. Although technology can
accomplish many things, it should not be treated as a
permanent solution. The younger generation should
not be complacent and believe that technology is
able to cover up their every mistake. Resolving such
problems requires us to address the root of the problem
– mankind. In the case of climate change, decreasing
the amount of yearly carbon emissions is better
accomplished through changing habits as compared
to using technology. This is not to say that technology
should not be used to solve problems; rather, it means
that people should work alongside technology instead
of being reliant on it.
Furthermore, the younger generation has to maintain
an open mind and adapt to changing technology. As
technology advances, people too have to continue to
advance themselves. Staying ahead of the times is
critical in order to ensure continued progress. They
must constantly familiarize themselves with new
technology and be willing to test the unknown. The
younger generations have to improve themselves
before they can improve technology to improve their
lives.
The responsibility falls on the younger generation to
ensure the survival of humanity, despite the uncertain
circumstances, by facing the new world with an open
heart and an open mind.
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Shaping a Better Future
Raffles Girls’ School, Singapore
Chloe Wong

We are destroying ourselves.
Homo sapiens have been gifted with an unusual
nature of self-destruction. And, on our path to
destroying ourselves, we have entered a new age of
unpredictability. From droughts to tsunamis ravaging
coasts, thriving ecosystems are burned to the ground
and unexplainable cold spells and extreme heat test
humanity’s survival instincts. However, unpredictability
does not only exist in the weather. Unstable politics
also put the fate of the world on the line, from an
emerging war between the United States and Iran to the
advanced nuclear development in North Korea, as well
as the tensions between the people of Hong Kong and
their government.
And as our rubbish continues to accumulate, carbon
dioxide collecting in the atmosphere, and as we tick
closer to nuclear destruction, we are forced to confront
the possibility of humanity having no future. Where
will we be in 30 years? Will the entire world have
become a concrete jungle? How will terrorism have
advanced? And school shootings? Will all the ice caps
have melted? What about A.I.? All these unanswered
questions push us to discover new ways to ensure the
survival of Earth, to avoid certain doom.
So, how might we, the younger generation, shape the
future?
Firstly, we should stop advancing the wasteful
industries, and start investing in those that will save
our planet. Buy less makeup, stay natural. No one
cares how you look during the apocalypse. Buy fewer
petroleum cars as there are more eco-friendly options,
like electric cars. Stop paying millions to those that
entertain us, but instead direct our money to those that
educate us.

As the younger generation, we are also more in tune
with the digital world, which we can utilize as a platform
to shape our future. Social media has revolutionized
our communication network, helping us to meet people
from across oceans and borders. Meeting new people
who have been raised in a different environment and
with a different perspective of life allows us to see the
world differently, introducing us to foreign concepts. In
the same way, we can shape our future by advocating
for causes that matter on social media networks, like
raising awareness for global warming, climate change,
plastic pollution, and so much more. With more
awareness, more people will be able to come together
to take the necessary steps to shape a better future.
Furthermore, I believe that the younger generation
should take career paths that lead to space. Currently,
space exploration investigates the possibility of
migrating to Mars, or other habitable planets. Given the
current world, drastic measures need to be taken to
save the Earth, if it can even be saved. Perhaps, while
trying to save the Earth, we could also explore more
possibilities for the continuity of humankind.
Someone once told me that I should not try to predict
the future, because it will always fall short of my
expectations. However, I think we can try our best now
to build our ideal future, to achieve what we hope for.
And what I hope for is a cleaner, brighter future for our
Earth.
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Reflection, Before Progression
Ravenswood School for Girls, Australia
Emily Ra

Let’s admit it. We have reached a point of no return.
Currently, society is undergoing an unprecedented
economic and technological development. Some would
say the future of our society is an untraversed path,
where mysteries abound. But, is it really? We are so
confident that the modern world is progressing towards
a more convenient lifestyle for the current generation,
laying the fundamental groundwork for our future
generations. A.I., that is believed to escalate the quality
of life, is rapidly developing, with its industry expected
to grow to $190 billion by 2025. Numbers, positions
and money have become the main priority of our lives
and, in doing so, we are becoming increasingly lazy, yet
striving for higher economic and social power under the
title of capitalism.
However, any sort of rapid movement invariably brings
along unseen ramifications. Man’s greed is endless,
and we repeat the same mistakes. What we do not
seem to realize is that our society is at the peak of
climax, before undergoing tragic downfall. The global
population is expected to reach 10 billion by 2050,
along with the increasing unemployment rate, with
47% of jobs disappearing in the next 25 years. Despite
the rise of GDP, the gap between the rich and poor
seems to increase and with these heavy unbearable
pressures, our societies are taking the unfortunate path
of suicide, which increased by 33% since 1999 in the
US. In surviving this silent yet tough competition, our
world is becoming more self-centered and rather than
developing our ability to empathize, think, and love
others, we are simply ignoring these values in fighting
for higher positions and wealth. Without the existence
of these values, our future is simply worth nothing, as
we struggle to achieve meaningless purposes. Thus,
it is now a time where we, rather than focusing on the
progress of our society, need to reconsider our actions
and seek to find the true meaning of our lives, to shape
the future.

Of course, in preparing for the future, a long list of
suggestions for how we shape the future could be
created, such as introducing new laws. But if anyone
questions the feasibility of these, the answer would be
‘no.’ Providing answers that cannot be put into action is
worth nothing. So, what can we do, in preventing this
tragic downfall? Preparing for the unpredictable future
doesn’t have to be complicated. The perfect future
cannot exist without the present and thus, rather than
ignoring the present values for uncertain success in the
future, how about a pause in one’s life, looking back on
oneself and the surrounding people, as we sincerely
listen and talk with each other? This looks like going out
to forums, reading books to deepen our emotions and
knowledge, having dinner with family or friends, and
volunteering at community services, where you interact
with different people and learn their stories, as we strive
to preserve the warmth and humanity within us.
A champion does not have to be someone who changes
the world drastically. It is everyone who contributes to
and benefits our world. Together, we are champions, as
long as we try to maintain our humanity and recognize
the real value of our lives.
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The Future Is Now
St. Joseph’s Institution, Singapore
Daniel Hoh

“I never think of the future - it comes soon enough.”
The wise words of Albert Einstein, world-renowned
Jewish physicist and mathematician. Nothing can stop
the marching of time - the future is inevitable.
But what will the future be like? This is a very common
question asked by people.
First and foremost, technology will improve drastically.
It is projected that artificial intelligence will surpass
human intelligence by at least 2045. This would mean
that most of our daily chores and responsibilities will
be automated. Governments and companies will also
implement artificial intelligence into jobs, such as
cashiers, industrial workers, healthcare assistants,
soldiers, etc. Technology will become the result of
creativity, where an idea can become a reality.

Instead of coming up with a technological feat or doing
well in our studies, the easiest and most impactful way
to shape our future is to have more environmental
consciousness. Actions such as turning the tap off
when brushing teeth, bringing eco-friendly bags to the
supermarket, driving less or getting an electric car,
turning lights off when not in use or even something
easy as refusing a straw at a fast-food restaurant. These
actions may not seem to make much of an impact.
However, as David Suzuki, environmental activist and
science broadcaster once said: “In a world of more than
seven billion people, each of us is a drop in the bucket.
But with enough drops, we can fill any bucket.” This
goes to show that if everyone plays a part in saving our
Earth, we could overcome any issue or problem. Save
our Earth, we won’t be getting a new one!

Secondly, scientific endeavor will advance too. SpaceX
is planning to launch two cargo ships to Mars in 2022,
and if that proves successful, four more cargo ships will
be sent, two of which with crew, in 2024. Humankind
setting foot on Mars would definitely be a significant
milestone in our history. A multi-planetary species
would definitely help in our survival and help to solve
many of space’s deepest mysteries and questions.
Rather than a feat, reaching Mars may be the start of a
whole new era…
Finally, something else, which also increases as time
passes…
The severity of global warming.
This isn’t just a problem faced by some. This also
probably doesn’t sound new. Everyone in the world will
be affected by it in some way. Ice caps melting. Animal
habitats destroyed. Natural disasters occurring. Water
pollution worsening. In fact, a study was conducted
showing that there is so much carbon dioxide emitted
that planting trees will not help global warming
anymore. Animals around us are dying because of
polluted water and loss of habitat. Over 99% of all
animals that ever existed are now extinct. Scientists
have only given us 12 years to reverse the effects of
this. If we fail, the effects may be irreversible. The
effects for us will, in simple terms, not be so pretty.
So, what can we, as a young generation, do to shape
the future?
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In an age where unpredictability is the new constant, what can you, the
younger generation, do now to shape the future?
St. Joseph’s Institution, Singapore
Edmund Wong

Greek philosopher Heraclitus once said, “there is
nothing permanent except change.”1 This is true
because the world is changing so rapidly and in
unpredictable ways. Jobs that are here today may
become obsolete tomorrow. Animals are slowly but
surely becoming extinct. The world’s environment
is changing and weather patterns have become
unpredictable, leading to unanticipated natural
disasters. Even the face of politics, which impacts
world peace, development and economics is changing
unpredictably. The Brexit vote and Trump’s political
triumphs, are two examples of the unpredictability of
politics.
Jobs, technology, the environment and politics - there
are too many things that are changing in the world over
which we have little or no control. In a world where
unpredictability is the new constant, what can the youth
do to shape the future? For this essay, I will focus on
the environment and what I believe that the younger
generation can do to make a difference in this area.
Firstly, plastics have become a major problem
impacting the environment because they cannot be
easily decomposed. To reduce the impact that plastics
have on the environment, we need to change our
behavior. We have to minimize our demand for singleuse plastics. A prime example is the use of straws.
Within my school, there has been a total ban on the use
of straws. Students are strongly encouraged to either
use metal straws or drink directly from the cup. I bring
my own metal straws with me wherever I go. This may
be a small step, but I feel that I can play my part to save
the environment.
Secondly, transport is another area which impacts our
environment. Carbon emissions make up 97% of our
total greenhouse gas emissions which impacts climate
change.2 If we can reduce the number of cars on the
roads, we will be able to reduce carbon emissions. I
feel that youth can reduce their reliance on transport
by walking, riding bicycles and using personal mobility
devices. While we may not be able to eradicate
the use of cars, we can exercise and make better,
environmentally friendly choices. For example, youths
can encourage their parents to buy hybrid or electric
cars which are less detrimental to the environment.
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Thirdly, we can make a difference in the food we
consume. Animal farming takes up greater resources
than plant farming.3 Raising livestock generates 14.5%
of global greenhouse gas emissions, greater than
crop agriculture.4 Therefore, I think that if youths can
change their eating habits, such as adopting ‘Meatless
Mondays,’ we can collectively help to reduce the impact
on the environment.
Barack Obama once said, “Change will not come if
we wait for some other person, or if we wait for some
other time. We are the ones we’ve been waiting for.
We are the change that we seek.”5 In a world where
unpredictability is the only constant, the only way to
shape our future is if we can change our mind-sets and
behavior and if we can become the change that we
seek.

1 h
 ttps://www.ancient.eu/Heraclitus_of_Ephesos/
2 https://www.mewr.gov.sg/topic/carbon-emissions
3 h
 ttps://faunalytics.org/farming-animals-vs-farming-plantscomparison/
4 h
 ttps://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/dec/04/
animal-agriculture-choking-earth-making-sick-climate-foodenvironmental-impact-james-cameron-suzy-amis-cameron
5 h
 ttps://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/05/us/politics/05textobama.html

The Road to Sustainable Development
St. Paul’s Co-educational College, Hong Kong
Isabelle Ho

“By 2050, …” has become a common phrase to lead off
a prediction or theory. We live in an era of uncertainty;
therefore it is the responsibility of this generation to
fight for our future.
No matter how fast society develops, there are three
pressing fundamental issues that must be resolved.
First, physical environmental damage like climate
change. Second, ethnic and racial discrimination. Third,
tense international relations and conflicts.
Physically, solving the environmental crisis is crucial
to creating a prosperous future. Climate change
has already brought havoc to natural habitats, with
global warming affecting food sources and human
health. Issues worldwide include melting ice caps,
diminishing water supplies, extreme weather changes,
deforestation and many more, directly affecting our
health. As individuals, we should start to adjust to an
environmentally friendly lifestyle and reduce our carbon
footprint. We can do this by reducing meat consumption
and food waste, seeking transportation methods that
consume less to no fossil fuel, and conserving energy
resources. Moreover, we should actively participate in
all kinds of environmental protection activities. Making
informed choices and taking part in environmental
conservation schemes are the right steps to restore
nature.
Socially speaking, discrimination is prominent in almost
any society. Our views are influenced by our ancestors,
including matters of ethnic or racial hierarchies. For
example, until now, discrimination against races of
color has been a discernible cause of concern. It has
been exemplified by the perceived “white superiority”
in college applications, income distribution and the
labor market etc. In our modern society, there is
increasing emphasis on the need for equality. It should
be our moral obligation to be charitable to everyone,
including minorities. Instead of participating in extreme
political movements, we should treat everyone in our
community with kindness. We should be open-minded
to cooperate and collaborate with people of different
races and ethnicities.

Globally, improvement in international relationships
is vital. If we break down the invisible barriers around
us, we can encourage governments to collaborate.
Over past decades, conflicts and wars have caused
the deterioration or even destruction of international
relations. Currently, many nations are caught up in a
tense relationship. Such international crises include the
US-China tensions, the Israel-Palestine land disputes,
and the Ukraine-Russia feud, just to name a few. With
the increasing development of artificial intelligence
and lethal autonomous weapons, restless disputes
could quickly escalate into disastrous wars. Analysts
have stated that if world leaders still fail to see eye to
eye by 2050, we risk ending up with crumbling global
economies and devastating wars. It is time to educate
on the importance of well-established international
relations, for countries to collaborate as one global
community, and for governments to stop seeking
superior authority at the global sphere so that peace
can be maintained worldwide.
We, as future pillars of society, have the power to
determine whether we want to shape the future or just
passively let the future shape us. If only some of the
7.7 billion people on Earth would start acting now, we
will be able to take a step forward in the right direction,
striving towards the goal of shaping our future, and
striding along the path to sustainable development.

Reference list:
https://earthsky.org/earth/amazon-rainforest-fires-burning-4reasons-why
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-truth-about-antiwhite-discrimination/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/10-conflicts-watch-2019
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Youth Is Power
St. Paul’s Co-educational College, Hong Kong
Brayden Ng

“For every action, there is an equal and opposite
reaction.” For centuries, humankind has exploited
nature, insatiably reaping her resources with little
regard for consequences and only recently beginning to
feel the effects of overdevelopment. Soon, our planet
will be battered beyond repair, our ecosystem will
inevitably come crashing down, beginning our demise.
Since the Industrial Revolution, our Earth has suffered
from environmental degradation and climate change.
Natural resources dwindle while population rises
exponentially, resulting in deforestation, pollution and
rapid urbanization. In 2050, it’s expected that Earth
will be nearly uninhabitable; humans will be in constant
flight from rising waters, forest fires and encroaching
deserts.
Despite this, the generation atop our social hierarchy
still chooses to value economic benefits over the
well-being of their descendants. Ironically, they turn to
the youth to rectify the consequences of their actions.
As wide-eyed students, we must learn how to identify
and criticize misconduct and, more importantly, how
to proactively use our voices to raise awareness. As
educated scholars, we must equip ourselves with
technology and knowledge as a means to combat
environmental issues. And as self-empowered
managers, we need to make prudent decisions in our
careers, so that we value the well-being of our Earth
with utmost priority.
Inquisitive children have no excuse to disregard the
wrongdoings of institutions, even with limited power.
In an age where youth movements and opinions can
shape our political conversations, students must
publicly seek to advocate environmentalism. Greta
Thunberg, a 16-year-old Swedish girl, was a first in
our generation to draw massive publicity by holding
politicians to account for a lack of effort. What’s referred
to as the “Greta Thunberg effect” prompted climate
strikes involving 1.4 million people, causing Swedish
green parties to double their votes in the recent
election.
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For those seeking further education, eco-innovation
is the panacea for our future problems. They should
empower themselves with multidimensional knowledge
to refine and develop technologies to be more ecofriendly to replace faulty technology. To give an
instance, thorium reactors offer a solution to our
energy crisis, but technological bottlenecks have halted
development. If our youth is to improve on the feasibility
of said technology, great strides could be made in
reducing global emissions.
For the blossoming entrepreneurs and managers, their
power to affect business and community decisions has
the most explicit impact on the environment. Previous
generations have made fortunes at the expense of our
environment, building empires on the ghastly wreckage
of our ecosystem. From now, our youth must prioritize
environmentalism over personal interest when making
decisions. Starbucks Coffee sets an exemplary model
by replacing plastic straws with biodegradable paper
ones, giving up profit for long-term sustainability; their
efforts to take responsibility for their operation will
undoubtedly bring positive impacts to our environment.
Ultimately, our future is not predetermined; every
decision we make now will have noticeable effects on
our future world. Yes, it is unfair that everyone else
turns to our youth for hope, but we must step up to the
challenge in fixing our planet, as the fate of humanity
depends on it.

The Power of Our Influence
The International School @ ParkCity, Malaysia
Huixi Lee

In the past, sudden disasters were capricious. In the
past, where disasters were uncommon, the media
would be on the lookout; searching for headlinebreaking news. But at this current age where
catastrophes are recurring and photographs of dead
trees are the norm, if unpredictability is the new
constant, wouldn’t that mean that the unforeseen
utopia is our future? Will my cohort, the younger
generation, be able to transmogrify a fairy-tale world
into our reality? I certainly think so.
Growing up in a milieu where our planet is at one of
its most pivotal points and technology simultaneously
consumes us, we are constantly flashed with all types of
media. From a very young age, we are reminded of how
much humankind has polluted, deforested, endangered
and demolished. We are reminded that these problems
are progressively getting worse day by day and it itches
us to find a solution. While technology does monopolize
us in a sense, it also optimistically benefits us by posing
as a weapon we can use to combat global issues.
Currently, many budding entrepreneurs have already
prompted change (in the many predictions that say the
next 30 years will only worsen) by inventing new ideas
and software.

Due to this, many companies have already started
utilizing the protection of Earth and its habitants as
ways of promoting and advertising their products.
Case in point, ‘Fair Trade Certified,’ ‘Non Animal Tested,’
‘Certified Humane,’ ‘Carbon Trust Standard;’ these
are just a few of the many common and well-known
certifications and sustainability labels existing today.
As a whole, this indicates that (as a generation that
is more connected and familiar with the internet) our
thoughts and opinions are significantly relevant and can
lead to the amelioration of harmful industries without
the assistance of materialistic alterations and promised
technologies that don’t even exist.
Although we can’t expect a perfect sci-fi haven to be
our home in three decades’ time, we can all aim for one
common goal: to ensure that a place where climate is
tantamount at every turn, where biodiversity consists
of only cattle and poultry and where the only Amazon
in existence is a trading company will only ever exist in
dystopian novels. My generation grew up trying to repair
rather than to explore the victimized world; we have
a different mind-set and we are the change that has
already been made.

However, I’m not saying that every single one of us
in youth (1.8 billion people) needs to come up with
life-changing innovations. Today, not only as a student
but also a global citizen, I have realized that even
our awareness is an underestimated powerhouse in
reaching an ideal world. In my opinion, social media
is already set out in a way that provokes betterment:
the online community unites almost half of the
world’s population together and can spread news and
knowledge faster than forest fires. Furthermore, I can
say that, based on personal experience, most users
and netizens have a strong sense of integrity and moral
principles which almost makes raising awareness
of global issues and looking after the environment
prevalent and trendy.
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Planting Hope in Our Garden
The International School @ ParkCity, Malaysia
Chloe Lum

Think of the Earth as our garden and with each passing
second, new seeds are being planted. Seeds that we
cultivate in the hope of sprouting a legacy worthy of
the next generation. Advancements and discoveries in
technology, medicine, and science all contribute to the
beauty of life. However, some grow obnoxious weeds
that destroy the fruits of our labor. By the year 2050, we
will have reached the point of no return.
Fortunately, there has been an uprising; a revolution.
A united movement towards cutting down on carbon
emissions, switching to renewable resources, and
even the possibility of colonizing Mars has taken the
environmental agenda by storm. But we aren’t the only
ones occupying the garden. Our weeds have caused
the number of floods, droughts, and wildfires to double
since 1980. Consequently, this has subjected animals
to displacement, stress, and endangerment. Half of
the world’s species could fall into extinction at this rate.
How about the good news?
The good news is there’s still hope. While it may be
impossible to reinstate Mother Nature, I firmly believe
that we must at least slow the rate of deterioration.
The notion that recycling is good enough is highly
misleading. When waste products break down, it
can release harmful pollutants. Worse still, materials
such as lead can contaminate recycled products.
For example, buildings in Taiwan constructed from
recycled steel have been causing gamma radiation
for the past decade. Reducing and reusing are much
more reliable. However, why stop there? We should
also educate ourselves on environmentally friendly
consumer choices. A great alternative is to buy products
from small local producers. Unlike large factory farms,
they frequently employ sustainable methods, consider
land restoration, and benefit communities. Additionally,
studies have shown that their cattle and crops are more
resilient to climate change.
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Personally, volunteering is the most prominent action.
Try planting native plants in your backyard to provide
local wild animals with food and shelter, or establish
one in your community. Additionally, simple acts such
as applying visible markings on the exterior of windows
can diminish the approximately 300 million to 1 billion
bird deaths due to collision. The law is currently only
protecting about 3.6% of the planet’s oceans and
14.7% of the land. Therefore, speak out and urge
legislators to preserve safeguards in acts like the
Endangered Species Act.
I highly believe that the greatest assets of our
generation are our voices, passions and hopes.
Although it may seem like a distant galaxy far, far away,
2050, in reality, is just a few years around the corner. By
not executing informed decisions and engaging, it can
waste the seeds we’ve nurtured. It is our responsibility
to protect our oasis for all that currently and will inhabit
it. As Martin Luther King Jr. once said: “We must accept
finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.”
In the same way, we must continue to pursue and
acknowledge opportunities to divert the world as they
are ever-fleeting.

Adjusting the Sails: The Art of Compromising
United World College of South East Asia, Singapore
Krisha Bhai

“I can’t change the direction of the wind, but I can
adjust my sails to always reach my destination.”
– Jimmy Dean

Our future isn’t set in stone or the stars. It’s changing
constantly, every choice contributing to the complex
maze that is life. It’s time to realize that if we don’t do
anything now, we might not be able to do anything ever.
We blame the older generation for this tremendous
misuse of resources. However, what we don’t realize
is that the next generation will accuse us – the only
generation with the knowledge to bring about change
and the only generation to spend it all complaining
about the past.
Ask yourself why you, as an individual, want to do this.
Conjure up an evident vision and keep it in your mind as
you read the rest of this article. On a global scale, it is to
ensure a bright future for all of us, including you. It’s to
be able to live a happy and fulfilling life while preserving
the planet for many generations to come. We shouldn’t
limit ourselves because of our age – the children of
today are going to face the brunt of the situation by
2050.

In the future, with cities bursting at the seams with
people, we should be able to look back at these days
with pride, not guilt. Guilt because global warming
has reached a record high. Guilt because glaciers are
disappearing. Guilt because that island you always
wanted to visit is no longer visible on the surface,
languishing away in the depths of the ocean. Guilt
because we didn’t do something when we had a chance
to. It’s been years since the last major war, yet why do
we keep fighting among ourselves?
In conclusion, we don’t know what to anticipate, and
neither do we know how great the impact on humanity
could be. On the other hand, what we do know is that,
now, in this very moment, we have a chance of doing
something to alter the future positively. Compromise.
Take that opportunity. As long as we’re moving forward,
the past can’t hold us back.

The world’s population is increasing, which will have
to lead to an increase in agriculture. With that being
said, the more we increase agriculture, the more
global warming increases. So, what can we do?
We compromise. Swap beef for chicken. While the
juxtaposition between these items may not seem
apparent, poultry production has about one-eighth
the climate impact of beef production (NYT). Debating
between a bicycle or your car? Opt for the bicycle. In
the short run, it may seem like a waste of time. While
it’s a small change in the grand scheme of life, if enough
people do it, the increase in your quality of life over
the next decades will make up for it as greenhouse
emissions will decrease by up to 10% by 2050 (ITDP).
Convince your family to switch to eco-friendly washing
machines. Don’t replace your phone every single year.
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Too Loud to Ignore
Yokohama International School, Japan
Sophia Pichardo

Our world in 2050 is predicted to be overpopulated,
drained of finite resources, and overheated due to
global warming. If our planet is destined to be broiled
like meat in a slow cooker, the first step to change is
raising awareness and acknowledging this legitimate
problem. Failure to admit that our current way of living
is unsustainable prevents moving towards a sustainable
future.
As technology is a necessary, integral element of our
current world, there are ways to avoid our fate. Why
is it that with vast amounts of technology, there are
still countries that aren’t working towards eco-friendly
lifestyles and systems? This is due to climate change
denial, perhaps the largest obstacle standing between
the current world and a green future.
The greatest power youth have is technology. We must
not underestimate the power of advocacy through
media. This past September, global climate strikes
raised awareness and promoted change. Protests and
peace strikes continue worldwide, with social media
spotlighting global issues. As a third culture kid, living
in various countries allowed me to experience the
effects of profound plastic pollution, overpopulation,
and climate change in Bangladesh. Exposure to these
environments is rare, therefore youth advocacy is
important in spreading awareness. We have seen the
influence of youth advocacy through pioneers such as
the Marjory Stoneman Douglas survivors and Greta
Thunberg. We’ve inherited this environmental problem,
and it is our responsibility to fixate on solutions-based
conversations. It is up to teens through community
alliances and political engagement to keep these
issues at the forefront. Advocacy can spread through
international youth focus groups dedicated to global
issues. We, the heirs of these potentially fatal problems,
need to be catalysts for change by being too loud to
ignore.
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As one of these heirs, I am concerned for our future
and hope to inherit a hospitable world. If climate
change effects become irreversible in 10 years, it is
difficult to imagine our world in 30. The technology
to solve global issues exists, with more developing
daily. Innovators such as Bill Gates are advancing
sustainable technologies. We have the power to reduce
extreme climate change and rising sea levels through
technological solutions such as vertical farming,
clean energy, solar power, clean nuclear energy and
developing sustainable habits. Decreasing the need for
deforestation and the use of fossil fuels will significantly
alter the state of the planet. Even simple lifestyle
changes such as taking the bus or eating less meat
reduce our global carbon footprint. Living sustainably
is a mere Google search away, yet as the gravity of our
ill-fated future hasn’t resonated, individuals stubbornly
continue their unsustainable way of living.
With all these opportunities, our planet still speeds
towards impending fatal destruction. So much so that
migration to Mars, while distant, is being considered,
and scientists are attempting to develop unnecessarily
complex solutions for this issue. This idea of advocacy
before action may seem unprogressive, yet the
mentality of rejecting change mirrors the mentality
of a flat Earth or geocentric universe. Adopting new
ideologies is difficult, but not impossible. There is hope
to avoid permanent global damage. To ensure this, our
world’s youth needs to be too loud to ignore.

It Is Time for Us to Regain Control
Yokohama International School, Japan
Cadence Tay

In one of the most transformational times in human
history, the question is whether we, as the future
generation will “drive change or be driven by change.”
In an age where unpredictability is the new constant,
we need to be prepared for the raging storm of change
fueled by not just digitalization, but also augmentation,
disintermediation, automation, and mobilization in
society. The question that arises is: How will we regain
control over exponential technologies that are already
transforming every aspect of our way of life?
The first step is acknowledgment. Change is already
here, whether we like it or not. As part of Generation Z,
we risk not only to inherit a world with a grave shortage
of jobs where population growth outstrips economic
growth, but also to losing jobs to technologies given
the capabilities of learning and thinking at a faster rate.
This global phenomenon risks overturning and changing
the future of job opportunities forever. It is time we
recognize this, and stop reacting and start acting.

It is a MUST that we must remember, however, to define
real human values in this new digital ecosystem. In such
a fast-paced society, we must revel in our authentic
selves. Instead of conforming to the digitized world that
is just around the corner, we need to stay true to what
makes us human. Although clichéd, this is a plea that
I extend to us, the future generation. Though we are
designated the enormous task of shaping the future,
we must still remember authentic experiences beyond
devices. I pray we remember our humanity, our human
hue. If we do not, the future will not belong to us, but to
a reign of technology and chaos.
Yes, that will be the world we get if we remain passive
subjects of history. The future is not tomorrow: it is now.
The question I extend to us as the future generation
is: Are we prepared to regain control and fight for our
place in this new age, where technology is pivotal for
success? If we do not act fast enough, I am in much
fear that there will not be a world left for us.

The second step is to embrace technology, but in
no way become part of it. It is time for us to build
the workforce of the 21st century. Millennials have
spoken of the pressures on young people, as well as
the alienation we feel in the often unforgiving world we
live in. However, none truly foresee how automation
and digitalization will transform how we work. The
future calls for us to embrace the new digital-human
experience or risk obsolescence. I call on us to start
investing ourselves into something beyond the task of
reskilling and refocusing ourselves into something more
valuable: our very own traits that make us human. This
includes the development of our intuition, creativity,
imagination, emotions and ethics. All these will become
valuable, as authentic skill sets automation is unable to
compare to.
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From Flying Cars to Burning Forests
Ambedkar University Delhi, India
Sehal Hasan

There was once a time when, if you asked someone
what they thought about the future, flying cars and
robot servants would probably be the most typical and
clichéd answers. It was a time when everyone was
under the impression that “it’ll all get better eventually.”
It’s hard to pinpoint exactly when, but a few years
back, the outlook of people towards our future took a
dystopian turn. Talking about the future isn’t exactly a
fun activity, with the prevailing talks of climate change
and political and economic meltdown always giving it
a darker tone. With many people already convinced
that our current and past actions have already led us to
our inevitable destruction, it’s hard to be optimistic in
a scenario where we are already doomed. What’s the
point of changing, when scientists are already claiming
that you will fail?
The topic of sustainable development received its first
major international recognition in 1972. It talks about
how we as a species should utilize resources while
also keeping the future generation in mind. “We’ll be
dead way before 2050, what’s the point?” is such a
common thing to hear when you explain its importance
to people. People don’t want a good environment or
climate for their kids, they want a good house and a
fixed, stable income, and you can’t blame people for
that either. And the reason for that is that they don’t
see the environment as their own, and why would they?
They don’t have any legal ownership of the Amazon
rainforest which was on fire recently or the icebergs in
the North Pole which have been melting at an alarming
rate. What they fail to realize is the fact that the burning
and melting will have an unexpected impact on the
climate that we are currently in.
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The rise of green or environmental start-ups in the
recent years which are working towards bringing
innovative and sustainable solutions to our problems, is
indicative of the fact that people are now paying heed to
the issue at hand. At the same time, multibillion-dollar
industries are still exploiting our forests and mountains
and extracting minerals and resources. Until and unless
we can bring both these parties to the same table
working for the same cause, it is unlikely that any major
change can be achieved. We need to understand that
our existence is built around our environment and not
around the economic benefits that we are reaping by
destroying it. Indigenous and tribal populations have
managed to accommodate their living around the forest
without hampering its growth, while we have been
changing the forest as per our needs. We, as a younger
generation, need to forgo the illusion that our individual
actions do not have a global impact. We need to bring
about a change in mind-set that we need a good
environment for our children, not just a good home.

Our World 2050
Ngee Ann Polytechnic, Singapore
Stacey Tay

2050 – a year of endless possibilities. Reality seems
unlikely to transform into those “Back to the Future”
movies, knowing the tragic circumstances present.
Climate change, gun control, civil wars, racism. Are
these qualities part of humanity’s DNA? The world has
become a battlefield, different plots of land are already
being occupied by a big problem. Everybody is fighting
for survival. However, this generation – my generation –
will not go down without a fight for a bright future.
Social media comes in handy because the media is
our generation’s critical source of information. With
platforms such as Instagram, Twitter, and Tumblr, such
commonly used applications reinforce the importance
of being aware about societal issues happening
worldwide. For instance, #WorldElephantDay went
viral on the internet, revealing photos of a scrawny,
malnourished elephant in Sri Lanka and calling for
justice to put a stop to animal cruelty. Social media is
able to educate the younger generation and spread
the message of learning how to treat animals properly.
Some of the youth can go the extra mile to donate to
organizations such as PETA or become an advocate in
the future. The media already has a widespread effect
on its users, and sometimes the media can be used to
do good.

Social media cannot entirely be responsible for
safeguarding our future by spreading awareness on
societal issues and happenings. We also need to be
prepared for anything, and that is achieved through
innovation. We can begin with learning a new skill or
participating more actively, whether at school or in the
community. We can even expand our social network
to build solidarity around such issues for our voices
to be heard. If this is the only way my government
will listen to us, then we would want to strive towards
that direction. We can only learn and be influenced by
people who want to make a change in order to be the
change for our future.

On a political level, the younger generation are often
overlooked when it comes to our opinions towards
climate change, especially here in Singapore. We are
brushed off like a chip on politicians’ shoulders. Little
effort has been made to fix the problems prevalent
worldwide. As the younger generation, social media is
our voice to express our apprehension. Our future lies
in the hands of our politicians to shape the country.
As censorship is prevalent in Singapore, we can raise
awareness by signing online petitions that climate
change should be of top priority to resolve. Our voices
can be heard by talking to people about the issue, such
that the message can be spread.
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Change Is the Only Constant
Republic Polytechnic, Singapore
Alicia Ong

In this age and time where natural disasters and climate
change continue to ruthlessly claim the lives of many,
one can’t help but wonder if there even exists a surefire way to solve the world’s most pressing issues, such
as reducing carbon emissions.
As we, the younger generation, observe how society
struggles to come up with effective answers to all
the existing problems, I believe some of us think to
ourselves, “What can I possibly contribute to the
community in an effort to help shape the future?”
I believe that such a complicated question has a simple
answer, and that is to speak up. Whenever we’re
presented with questions by our teacher in class, we
hesitate to answer and hold back because of the innate
fear that we’d get mocked or that our thoughts are
simply insignificant. However, it just takes one idea to
spark a change and make an impact on the world.
Take Malala Yousafzai as an example. A single blog
post written by her in 2009 literally changed the world
and she continues to inspire millions of people from all
walks of life; that’s something I bet she never thought
would happen. No one would have expected her to
be so influential, especially after a blog post, but it
happened.
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The point is no one ever knows what’s going to happen.
We never know who’s going to listen or stumble upon
our ideas. A suggestion that you have about how to
better climate change, equality, poverty and many other
global problems could very well land you on the world
stage, but that is only if you speak up. Be it vocalizing
it or even just publishing a tweet, a Facebook post or a
blog post just like Malala Yousafzai did, you can make a
difference to the world with just a single idea.
The younger generation have the power to empower
people around the globe. So, be fearless and speak
up today youths, you never know when you’re going to
change the world.

Reference:
https://freedomcenter.org/voice/young-powerful-and-influential-howmalala-yousafzai-changing-world

The Foundation of Sustainable Change Can Be Achieved Through Youth
Yonsei University, South Korea
Jiwon Paik

Nowadays, our world is anything but evergreen.
Day-to-day updates about United States politics from
President Trump himself are provided on Twitter instead
of the newspaper. The world’s population has increased
by nearly 0.8 billion since 2010. The development
of artificial intelligence has led to the substitution of
countless jobs. Change is an unvarying part of our lives,
and will be even more so by 2050.
With so much change, the lush pine trees and the
occasional chirping cricket that I see near my dormitory
seem to be the only constant setting in my ever-sohectic life.

While environmental responsibility can be effectively
promoted by the youth, the initial inconvenience that
accompanies eco-friendliness remains an issue. This
is where government support of environmental policies
becomes vital to the consolidation of sustainability as a
social norm. The ban on plastic cup usage for in-store
customers at cafes by the Ministry of Environment
in South Korea was met with opposition when first
implemented last summer. Yesterday, however,
my friends and I didn’t even blink an eye when our
Americanos were served in ceramic mugs. Once
accustomed to, inconvenience becomes habit, and
governments can help make this transition.

All this rapid unpredictability is possible under a crucial
presupposition; a clean, sustainable environment. By
helping to maintain an eco-friendly atmosphere, we
create the grounds in which change occurs; and it’s this
change that influences the future.

Thus, the younger generation’s efforts to create a
sustainable lifestyle, their active utilization of social
media to spread eco-friendliness, and governmental
action further promoting this norm shape the future that
we all need; a clean environment.

In other words, the everyday advancements of modern
societies become meaningless if there is no Mother
Earth to provide us with the necessary resources.
Earth’s health directly influences mankind’s, and that’s
why humans must give utmost priority to caring for the
environment like we would for our own mothers.

By 2050, I’ll be 51 years old. I hope that when I walk
along the same hill to my dormitory with my children,
the trees will still be green and the crickets are still
chirping. And I hope that it will stay that way for my
children’s children, too.

It’s particularly important that the younger generation
realizes the importance of going green, since they are
the direct stakeholders in the current and future state
of the environment – even more so with increased
interconnectedness through ongoing globalization.
So what can we do?
The youth can contribute by making eco-friendly
actions habitual. This ranges from everyday behavior
such as using less plastic to paying more attention
to news about climate change. Small steps to make
environmental responsibility a norm will accumulate to
a sustainable lifestyle by 2050.

References
https://www.unicef.org/environment-and-climate-change
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/
interactive/2012/06/22/opinion/global-agenda-magazine-the-earthin-2050-interactive.html
https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/documents/ch05.pdf
https://www.forbes.com/sites/quora/2018/01/05/how-canbusinesses-adapt-to-a-rapidly-changing-world/#39935ba65930
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20180816000659

Also, the youth can utilize social media to raise and
spread awareness about the environment. From
London to Oceania, the #ecofriendly hashtag was
used more than 6.5 million times (as of September
2019) in various ways, such as videos, comics, and
quotes. Breaking down national barriers to achieve one
common goal – a healthy Earth – is possible through
social media, and the youth having the most exposure
to this technology can create the biggest impact.
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