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Doors
Open for
Learning

Dear Parents,

I am appreciative of the opportunity to see students at BFS 
again.  I am also grateful that any families who are unable or 
unwilling to send their students physically to school have a 
chance to finish their year.  Since we began our virtual journey 
with the first reported case in Busan on February 21st, there 
have been multiple times when we believed we would have 
our students return. I am very appreciative of the fantastic 
work that the Korean CDC has done in containing the spread 
of this virus.  Looking at what is happening in many countries, 
I am grateful to be able to live in Busan, where I have felt, and 
still feel, safe during this pandemic.

If the current situation in Busan remains the same, I am 
excited to see our seniors graduate. While we plan to 
have fewer guests to allow for social distancing, we will be 
able to stream their ceremony to all those who would like 

A Word from the Principal
Iain Macfarlane

to celebrate. We have a fantastic senior class, and 
Mr. Saunders, Mr. Brenneman, and I were proud 
to announce Anika Cho and Nastaya Kim as our 
Valedictorian and Salutatorian respectively for 2020.  

Thank you to our outstanding Parent Teacher Student 
Organization, who went above and beyond to send 
a thank you to our teachers on May 15th. It is these 
moments where I am so happy that I became an 
educator.   On behalf of the teachers, I would like to 
extend a thank you to all of you for your support and 
encouragement for our school during a trying time.  I 
think together we have done a fantastic job.

Warm Regards, 

Iain Macfarlane
BFS Principal
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A Peak into Virtual Classrooms
GRADE 9: In 9th grade Introduction to Literature, students are reading Romeo and Juliet. There is a monologue in Act 1 about a fictional 
character called Queen Mab, who haunts lovers dreams and sets an ominous and foreboding tone for the tragic plot. Check these student-
made illustration that incorporate quotations from the monologue.



www.busanforeignschool.org 3

BUSAN FOREIGN SCHOOL  |  MAY 2020 EDITION

GRADE 5: In Quarter 2, Grade 5 students studied Westward Expansion and the Gold Rush. This week they went on a tour y Heidi O’Brien 
showing the oldest documented cabin in Helena, Montana USA. In 1864, a miner named Wilson Butts staked his claim along Last Chance Gulch. 
Students got a tour of his cabin which is one of the last remaining structures that represents early Helena and the Gold Rush in Montana.

ELEMENTARY: Grade 3 and 5 teamed up for a viewing party this morning at 10:15 am under the leadership of Mr. Cassel. They shared some 
science experiments, viewed a magic show, danced for a little while, and finally looked at some student produced book trailers.
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GRADE 10: 10th grade students made some political cartoons on WWI which reflect the causes and effects of alliance systems. What do you think?

GRADE 7: Check these interesting infographics 7th graders put together on the Kingdoms of West Africa. Learning never stops.
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GRADE 7: 7th graders dramatized interviews of people from the Aztec Civilization.

Early Childhood: PK3 and K4 teachers teamed up to demo some science experiments for Experiment Day.
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Awareness Through Film
Awareness Through Film BFS students wrote letters and sent goodie bags to Rosa, a sweet dog waiting for adoption at an animal shelter in 
Busan, and her friends. Let’s hope this will help find her a permanent home! 

Teacher Appreciation Day
Our amazing parents delivered breakfast and treats to teachers at school and at their homes The student written thank you notes 
are incredibly sweet, specially since they were written and collected in times of social distancing. You are the best. What an amazing 
community.
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Book Pick Up
Another successful collection of library books on April 22nd and May 8th!

Tip of the Week - Mental Health Tips
We love these simple tips shared by the UK government with its citizens: stay connected and develop an environment of caring.
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BFS Work Out Series
Check all the work-outs on our YouTube playlist: https://bit.ly/3bq6qBf

Class of 2020 Valedictorian & Salutatorian
Congratulations to this year’s Valedictorian, Annika Cho, and Salutatorian, Nastya Kim. We expect yet greater things to come from both 
of you!
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Class of 2020 University Acceptances

American University
Baylor University
Boston University
Bowie State University
Case Western Reserve University
Chapman University
Drexel University
Emory University
Fashion Institute of Technology
George Mason University
George Washington University
Grinnell College
Howard University
Illinois Institute of Technology
Indiana University-Bloomington
Keio University
Lehigh University
Loyola Marymount University
Loyola University Chicago
Michigan State University
Middlebury College
Morgan State University
New York Institute of Technology
New York University NYU

Northeastern University
Pepperdine University
Polimoda – the Fashion School
Purdue University-Main Campus
Quinnipiac University
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Ritsumeikan University
Rochester Institute of Technology
Ryerson University
Seattle University
Simon Fraser University
Smith College
Stony Brook University
Suffolk University
SUNY Korea
Syracuse University
Texas A&M University
Texas Southern University
The University of Manchester
The University of Texas At Dallas
Towson University
Tsinghua University
Tulane University of Louisiana
University of Arizona

University of British Columbia
University of California, Davis
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of Denver
University of Illinois At Chicago
University of Illinois At Urbana-Champaign
University of Maryland-College Park
University of Massachusetts-Amherst
University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
University of Ottowa
University of Rochester
University of San Diego
University of San Francisco
University of Southern California
University of Utah
University of Victoria
University of Washington
Vanderbilt University
Virginia Commonwealth University
Virginia State University
Waseda University
Wesleyan University
York University

Fantastic results for our 22 students in the Class of 2020!

• Over 1 mio USD in merit-based scholarships    • 89 Acceptances

• 72 different colleges and universities     • 16 Top 50 US Universities

• 15 Top Global 100 Universities     • 4 top 20 liberal arts colleges

• 7 Different Countries – US, Canada, England, Italy, Korea, Japan, China.
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Message to BFS Seniors from Mr. Brenneman
BFS Seniors, it doesn’t feel too long ago that I met with most of you in the cafeteria to talk about how so many of you ended up taking study hall 
the same period. I hope that since we’ve been going to school virtually you’ve continued to make great use of that time away from class. You’ll 
face some unique challenges over the next few years. We hope that the work ethic and problem solving skills you’ve learned at BFS have prepared 
you well to overcome those challenges. At university, no one is going to come into your study area and tell you to get off the online multi-player 
games, so I hope that you’ll heed the voice of Mr. Brenneman that may still echo in your ears: “Get to work!”  Wishing you all the best of success 
in the coming years.

Kids Broadcaster Yena Elliot in Busan eFM
Yena Elliott is now kids broadcaster for the month of May in Busan eFM: every Sunday from 11:00 am to 11:15 am. Click the links to play.

Kids News 2020. 05. 03 : https://busanforeignschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Kid-News-20200503.mp3
Kids News 2020. 05. 10 : https://busanforeignschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Kids-News-20200510.mp3
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Safety Procedures When School Physically Opens
#1 | AT SCHOOL - SANITATION
The school will be sanitized by an external professional company on Saturday, 
prior to school opening. BFS will continue this practice weekly, every Saturday.

#2 | AT SCHOOL - SUPPLIES
All classrooms will be provided with:

• Hand sanitizer
• Disinfecting wipes
• Hygienic trash cans

Additionally the main office will keep:
• Masks (several sizes)

#3 | AT SCHOOL - TEMPERATURE CHECK
Temperature checks will take place at minimum twice a day:

1. upon entering the school premises, and
2. at lunchtime upon entering the cafeteria.

#4 | AT SCHOOL - MASKS
Students must wear masks at all times, including on the BFS school bus.

#5 | AT SCHOOL - CLEANING
School classrooms will be cleaned not only before school starts but also 
during school time. Once a week (Saturday) the school will be sanitized by 
a professional company.

#6 | AT SCHOOL - HABITS
Teachers will be encouraging students to frequently wash their hands,  and 
not touch their faces. Signage around the school will reinforce healthy habits.

#7 | AT SCHOOL - RECESS
Recess will take place at different locations for different sections of the school.

#8 | AT SCHOOL - LUNCH
• The MS&HS lunch schedule has been modified in order to allow spacing.
• Lunch will take place following a pre-arranged seating plan which ensures 

social distancing best practices. (No student placed next to, neither in 
front of each other.) and partitions added to the tables.

• Food will be prepared for students and waiting for them (Bento box)

#9 | AT SCHOOL - DEDICATTED INFIRMARY
The school has designated the Admissions office as an infirmary for any 
students who present COVID-19 symptoms. Parents will immediately 
be called and asked to collect their children. Students cannot come to 
school until clear of symptoms.

#10 | AT SCHOOL - CLUBS
BFS after school activities and athletics have been suspended for the 
remainder of this school year.

#11 | AT SCHOOL - BUSES
There will be no late buses. All students will be dismissed at 3:30 pm.

#12 | AT SCHOOL - FOLLOW-UPS
Students that need to meet with their teachers after school, will be 
encouraged to do so via Zoom.

#13 | AT HOME - QUESTIONNAIRE
All BFS staff and student families are required to fill in a health 
questionnaire prior to the physical reopeing of the school.

#14 | AT HOME - TRAVEL
Students who have traveled cannot return to school for 14 days after 
their return to Korea.

#15 | AT HOME - SUSPECTED CASE
Parents must inform the school should anyone in close contact with their 
BFS student, or the student himself, be suspected of COVID-19 infection. 
The student will not be able to attend school until trace contacting has 
been completed by the Korean Centre for Disease and Control.

#16 | AT HOME - SYMPTOMS
Students presenting any of the COVID-19 symptoms must stay home.

#17 | SCHOOL BUSES - SOCIAL SPACING
We are looking at ways to decrease the number of children on the buses.

#18 | SCHOOL BUSES - SANITATION
School buses will be sanitized twice a day:

1. before they start their morning route
2. before they start their afternoon route

Hand sanitizers will be placed at the entrance of the school bus.

#19 | SCHOOL BUSES - UNLOADING
Buses will be unloaded one by one, in order to avoid congestion.

#20 | DROP & PICK UP - PARENTS
Only staff and students will be allowed on campus, parents dropping their 
children will need to do so at the bottom of the main entrance stairs.

#21 | DROP & PICK UP - WAIT AREA
Students will be directed to their homeroom classroom or first-class 
classroom and will wait there until school starts.
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Groove Korea International Schools Guide 2020
BFS has been featured on Groove Korea International School’s Guide. Check our student’s interview and what they have to say about our sports 
program and school. (Check it out on Issuu: BFS is featured on pages 14 to 19.: https://issuu.com/groovekr/docs/apr2020_web_20m)
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Story of Our Name
New in our series “The story of ...” Did you know we were not always BFS? The school was first known by PFS until the Korean government 
decided, in the year 2000, to change the system they use to romanize the Korean language.
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Meet Our Alumni: Joy Lee | Class of 2009
What are you up to now? (talk about your job, life, etc)

After receiving my M.S. in Psychology at Villanova University, I am now pursuing a Ph.D. in Clinical 
Psychology at Idaho State University. After completing my clinical internship at Penn State Milton 
S. Hershey Medical Center, I will be receiving my doctorate degree in 2021. Once I have my Ph.D., 
I plan on pursuing my board certification in health psychology from the American Board of 
Professional Psychology and work in an academic medical center in the New England area.

What memory of BFS comes to mind?

Some of the fondest memories I have of BFS are the talks and conversations I had with 
my high school teachers (including Mr. Saunders!). My high school teachers genuinely 
cared about my education and growth and went out of the way to make sure I was making 
informed decisions regarding higher education. I would not have gone to the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst if I had not had these conversations. 

Do you have any passion projects?

My current passion project is my doctoral dissertation which is funded by the Sidney W. & Janet R. 
Bijou Grant. I am investigating the relation between impulsivity and obesity across a lifespan. I am 
scheduled to present it at an international conference in May 2020.

Another passion project I am leading relates to a study looking at the efficacy of integrated health 
care in a primary care setting and the impact of obesity on neurocognitive performance. For 
clinical work, my passion projects include working in a hospital setting performing neurocognitive 
assessments, and conducting psychological treatments to patients presenting diverse concerns. 

What was the biggest challenge you faced in College?

One of the biggest challenges I faced during my undergraduate studies was figuring out what 
my long-term goals were and the steps needed to reach them. College is a time where there 
are so many different opportunities, and many students aren’t sure of what they want to do 
once they leave school. With myself, I struggled between pursuing a doctoral degree in clinical 
psychology versus a medical degree in psychiatry. Some days, I wanted to pursue a career 
conducting research on infectious diseases. Other days, I wanted to study kinesiology to focus 
on sports medicine. To tackle this dilemma, I reached out to professionals who were doing the 
work I was interested in and asked them what their career paths were, any advice they had for 
someone interested in their field, and if I could shadow them as an undergraduate student. 
Seeking out the career center on campus and talking with the different department advisers 
are also great ways to narrow down your interests and career goals.

My advice for BFS students heading to university/college would be: don’t be afraid to say 
yes! Even if it might be new, scary, and uncomfortable, take the chance to try something new 
- whether it be joining a social club, applying for a research assistantship, or enrolling in an 
upper-level course. Reach out to your professors/graduate instructors, even if it is to just say 
“Thank you.” College is such a unique environment where students are encouraged to take 
risks and challenge themselves. Take advantage of that opportunity, and don’t be afraid to 
step out of your comfort zone. If things don’t go the way you wanted it to go, take a moment 
to reflect and identify why it didn’t work and what you did right.

What advice do you have for BFS students as 
they go off to university/college?



1.
Wear your mask 

1+ M 2.
Maintain your distance

20 SEC

3.
Frequently wash your hands

foot shake

4.
Safely greet your friends

Help us keep BFS safe for all:Help us keep BFS safe for all:



Early
Childhood Elementary Middle

School
High

School

Wednesday,
May 20th Grade 12

Wednesday,
May 27th

PK3
K4

K5
Grade 1
Grade 2

Grade 9
Grade 11

Wednesday,
June 3rd

Grade 3
Grade 4 Grade 8 Grade 10

Monday,
June 8th Grade 5 Grade 6

Grade 7

PHYSICAL SCHOOL START DATES

WELCOME BACK BFS!

As of May 20, 2020
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