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BFS goes 
Virtual

Dear BFS Community,

It is hard to believe that we have been on our virtual learning 
journey since March 4th.  For those of us who are in the 
building, we can tell you that it is not the same without our 
students and parents. We miss the energy and enthusiasm that 
being together brings. Around the world, people are adjusting 
to this new reality.  

We must communicate and connect with one another, even 
when we cannot be together.  Over the last month, we have 
sought opportunities to reach out and to listen.  Our weekly 
surveys are essential. They let us know what we are doing 
well and how we can improve.  We listen to your praise and 
concerns.  We appreciate the high attendance for our webinars 
and the fact that parents will let us know the questions that 
they have.  We are thankful for the parents who were able to 
come to school and pick up class and library books for their 
children.  Throughout my life, reading has brought me so much 
pleasure and guidance.  To share that love with students is why 

A Word from the Principal
Iain Macfarlane I became an educator.  If you have not done so, please 

take advantage of our offer of $50 worth of Scholastic 
books for your child(ren).  We never know what book 
will spark a love for reading in a child, and what doors 
that love will open.

Finally, thank you to those parents who have shared 
messages of encouragement and support with our 
staff and faculty.  All of our teachers are here in Korea.  
They all have families and loved ones in hard-hit areas 
around the world.  Like many of you, they are worried 
and anxious about what is happening.  Also, like many of 
you, some of our teachers are parents - they are juggling 
the demands of their own children’s online learning 
while they are doing an admirable job of teaching your 
children.  In turn, the teachers are aware of and thankful 
for the support you are giving at home.  

Let us continue to connect and support the high level of 
learning and student well-being for which BFS is known.

Iain Macfarlane
BFS Principal
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BFS Virtual School Journey
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It may seem like  a long time ago, but BFS has been online only since March 4th. Our journey started a month and a half ago, when we came to 
the realization that COVID-19 would inexorably make it to Busan, and we needed to prepare for the eventuality of physically closing the school.
Our school administration consulted other schools, and reasearched the best tools to ensure our students would be able to pursue the great 
education Busan Foreign School is known for. 

Moving forward Spring break, allowed us to solidify our plans without loss of instruction time, as well as train our teachers on the new tools 
they would be using to communicate with students.

Our virtual school model has benefitted from your constructive feedback. Feedback that allowed us to make adjustments to the model for the 
betterment of our students. We are thankful for your support!
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Early Childhood Elementary Middle & High School
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Our Accomplishments: 
A Typical Learning Week at BFS Virtual School
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BFS Virtual School Ressources
Our website expanded to include a section called BFS Virtual School.

All parent information materials as well as student supporting materials have been published there. 

The website contains three main sections: 1. General Information          2. Latest news          3. Frequently Asked Questions

We have recently started expanding our YouTube channel to include workouts specifically designed to help our students, and families, keep 
physically active during social distancing. Finally, we regularly publish health tips on our Facebook and Instagram accounts.
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BFS Virtual School Page:
www.busanforeignschool.org/

bfs-virtual-school/

BFS Youtube Channel:
https://bit.ly/39VlUfC
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Thank You for Your Supporting Words, Parents!
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Thank you for doing your best to support 
our kids learning!… thank you for all that 
you do to keep learning as normal as 
possible!  Also thank you to Mr. Yang for 
“staying after school” for extra math help!

MS &HS parent

I think that the school and the educators 
are doing an exceptional job with virtual 
learning. It’s definitely not the easiest of 
transitions, but everyone has been up to 
the challenge. Keep up the good work!

Early childhood parent

This is an excellent effort. 
Please continue.

HS parent

I feel so lucky that our students are getting 
quality teaching online.

MS parent

I am very happy with all the support our 
daughter is provided by everyone.

Elementary parent

Very well organized! 
Thanks a lot!

Elementary parent

Great job overall! Kudos to the entire BFS 
staff for pulling this off so seamlessly! 
Thank you! Keep up the good work!

MS parent

I want to thank you all for everything that 
you do to assure that our children get 
what they need during this time.

MS parent

I just want to say a warm “thank you” to 
all our teachers and staff. You have made 
this transition smoother than expected. 
We miss the teachers, friends and staff 
dearly. Please be safe!

Elementary, MS parent
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Mr. Cressey’s Class: Students giving a presentation on different bacteria.
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A Peak into Virtual Classrooms

Mrs. Nelson’s Class: Grade 5 has been exploring the issue of immigration. They invited Jordan Hattar (Voices of Syria) to join their 
morning meeting. These kids truly want to make a positive impact on the World. Thank You Mr. Hattar for joining us.
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Mr. Neeno’s Class: Grade 7 created visuals on the 5 pillars of Islam. I like how each one of them is so different. Good job seventh graders!
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Dr. Barnes’ Class: Dr. Barnes’ digital media class students have been working hard using photoshop to create layered projects and 
advertising samples. It is incredible the amount of detail and patience they have as they work through their projects.
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Mr. Cressey’s Class:  Students presented the different characteristics of an Atmosphere through demo videos.
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Mrs. Nelson’s Class: Grade 5 class experimented with the importance of giving and following directions. Check the video on facebook 
summarizing their findings!

Dr. Grant’s Class: Students were able to showcase how much thy improved their instrument skills in only two weeks.
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Awareness Through Film
The Awareness Through Film Club, a student-initiated club, recently sent letters to doctors, nurses, and volunteers in Busan, Daegu, and Seoul, 
in order to share their appreciation and gratitude towards those fighting to protect us from Covid-19.

In their video (https://youtu.be/fjOO1AJFbIY) they explore the topic of diversity. The scenes were shot pre-physical school closure and the 
post production refined during virtual learning.

Positive Environmental Effects Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic
The Sustainability Committee(SUSCOM) are willing to spread positivity within BFS by highlighting the positive environmental effects due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. SUSCOM is a committee created that thrive for spreading environmental awareness. Currently SUSCOM members 
and other students emphasized the positive side of COVID-19.
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BFS Dance Challenge 7 Minute Work Out Challenge
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#Smile BFS
During these trying times where we might feel isolated, BFS would like to bring a smile to your face.

The school is in full bloom!

We now have several top-tier university and liberal arts colleges acceptances to showcase.

American University
Baylor University
Boston University
Bowie State University
Case Western Reserve University
Chapman University
Drexel University
Emory University
Fashion Institute of Technology
George Mason University
George Washington University
Grinnell College
Howard University
Illinois Institute of Technology
Indiana University-Bloomington
Keio University
Lehigh University
Loyola Marymount University

Loyola University Chicago
Michigan State University
Morgan State University
New York Institute of Technology
New York University NYU
Northeastern University
Pepperdine University
Polimoda – the Fashion School
Purdue University-Main Campus
Quinnipiac University
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Ritsumeikan University
Rochester Institute of Technology
Ryerson University
Seattle University
Simon Fraser University
Smith College
Stony Brook University

Suffolk University
Suny Korea
Syracuse University
Texas A&M University
Texas Southern University
The University of Texas At Dallas
Towson University
Tsinghua University
Tulane University of Louisiana
University of Arizona
University of British Columbia
University of California-Davis
University of California-Santa Barbara
University of Denver
University of Illinois At Chicago
University of Illinois At Urbana-Champaign
University of Manchester
University of Maryland-College Park

University of Massachusetts-Amherst
University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
University of Rochester
University of San Diego
University of San Francisco
University of Southern California
University of Utah
University of Washington-Seattle Campus
Vanderbilt University
Virginia Commonwealth University
Virginia State University
Waseda University
Wesleyan University
York University
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Story of Our Yearbook
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Check BFS past yearbooks. Travel through time by looking at the yearbook covers and checking our Senior class pictures. 
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What are you up to now?

Jasmine
Hwang
BFS Class of 2009

• Edward Mills and Associates, 
  Architectural designer.

• Rhode Island School of Design, 
  Class of 2016 - Master of Design
  in Interior Architecture

• Denison University, 
  Class of 2014 - Bachelor of 
  Science in Biology 

MEET OUR
ALUMNI!

I am currently working in an Architectural Studio called 
Edward Mills and Associate. I work on designing and 
managing high end residential and larger commercial 
projects in New York. I hope to become an Architect / 
Interior Designer with occasional Set Design work through 
doing things I love, and performing useful work.

You have to work with what you have to succeed. You have 
to work harder and maximize the given resources that are 
provided by the university. Everyone has their weaknesses 
to work with. I believe the trajectory for success depends 
on defining what you want to do, what to specialize in, and 
how much you are willing to work on your disadvantages to 
improve (or alternatively outsource them). In the end, 
having the opportunity to study abroad or to study and 
meet other people from other backgrounds in a prestigious 
university that allows you to build a platform for you to 
succeed is a privilege that many people cannot afford to 
have. Please acknowledge the importance of this privilege 
and make it worthwhile (in your terms). 

One thing I want to share on a personal note is that our 
current education system can be deceiving in the sense that 
learning stops at college or grad school and that the social 
implication of learning is to land a "successful" job. I am a 
firm believer that learning as well as having a successful 
career is simply medium to develop a lifelong project.

What advice do you have for
BFS students as they go off to
university/college? 

I had a hard time determining what I wanted to do in life. 
But I think this is a phase that most college students go 
through, even post-college. I urge you to take time and 
think about what you want to accomplish in your life, which 
doesn't necessarily mean which career to choose. For me, a 
job as a tool/medium that will help you accomplish what 
you want in life, in your own personal goal/life long project. 

What was the biggest 
challenge you faced in College?

Do you have any passion projects?

My passion project is to publish short narrative stories that 
illustrate exciting processes in architectural design rarely 
known by the public. I am working on designing small 
projects based on the current issue that matters the most 
to me as an architect and as a woman. I hope to publish 
this into a book in writing as well to share personal insights 
and reflect my vision as a designer. 

I hope to accomplish this "passion project" throughout the 
next ten years with careful documentation of personal 
experiences, practices in creative writing and design, and 
research on the current architectural industry and feminism.

I want to thank the teachers who genuinely challenged 
students in their best interests with the best intentions, 
even if they sometimes worked in unideal conditions. From 
personal experience as a volunteer teacher, and through 
hearing stories from my friends who are in the education 
field, I came to the realization that being a good teacher is 
difficult, and have the utmost respect and appreciate the 
role of teachers. Again, thank you for the hard work and 
dedication to provide the best education with the given 
circumstances.

What memory of BFS 
comes to mind?

Meet Our Alumni: Jasmine Hwang | Class of 2009
What are you up to now? (talk about your job, life, etc)

I am currently working in an Architectural Studio called Edward Mills and Associates. I work 
on designing and managing high end residential and larger commercial projects in New York. 
I hope to become an Architect / Interior Designer with occasional Set Design work through 
doing things I love, and performing useful work.

What memory of BFS comes to mind?

I want to thank the teachers who genuinely challenged students in their best interests with 
the best intentions, even if they sometimes worked in unideal conditions. From personal 
experience as a volunteer teacher, and through hearing stories from my friends who are in 
the education field, I came to the realization that being a good teacher is difficult, and have 
the utmost respect and appreciate the role of teachers. Again, thank you for the hard work 
and dedication to provide the best education with the given circumstances.

Do you have any passion projects?

My passion project is to publish short narrative stories that illustrate exciting processes in 
architectural design rarely known by the public. I am working on designing small projects based on 
the current issue that matters the most to me as an architect and as a woman. I hope to publish this 
into a book in writing as well to share personal insights and reflect my vision as a designer. 

I hope to accomplish this “passion project” throughout the next ten years with careful 
documentation of personal experiences, practices in creative writing and design, and research on 
the current architectural industry and feminism.

What was the biggest challenge you faced in College?

I had a hard time determining what I wanted to do in life. But I think this is a phase that most 
college students go through, even post-college. I urge you to take time and think about what 
you want to accomplish in your life, which doesn’t necessarily mean which career to choose. 
For me, a job as a tool/medium that will help you accomplish what you want in life, in your 
own personal goal/life long project. 

You have to work with what you have to succeed. You have to work harder and maximize the 
given resources that are provided by the university. Everyone has their weaknesses to work 
with. I believe the trajectory for success depends on defining what you want to do, what to 
specialize in, and how much you are willing to work on your disadvantages to improve (or 
alternatively outsource them). In the end, having the opportunity to study abroad or to study 
and meet other people from other backgrounds in a prestigious university that allows you 
to build a platform for you to succeed is a privilege that many people cannot afford to have. 
Please acknowledge the importance of this privilege and make it worthwhile (in your terms). 

One thing I want to share on a personal note is that our current education system can 
be deceiving in the sense that learning stops at college or grad school and that the social 
implication of learning is to land a “successful” job. I am a firm believer that learning as well 
as having a successful career is simply medium to develop a lifelong project.

What advice do you have for BFS students as 
they go off to university/college?
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What are you up to now?

Liza
Klimenko
BFS Class of 2012

• OneEleven: Community 
  Development Lead

• University of Toronto, 
  International Relations 
  and Political Science, 2016

MEET OUR
ALUMNI!

I am the Community Development Lead of OneEleven. 
OneEleven is a community of high performing technology 
scale-ups. Membership at OneEleven unlocks unparalleled 
access to a highly curated peer network, investment 
capital, best-in-class partners, on-demand services, and 
strategic support designed to help businesses successfully 
navigate periods of substan�al growth. As a Community 
Development Lead, I iden�fy high performing scale-ups in 
Toronto and iden�fy ways OneEleven can support them, 
further building our community. In addi�on to that, I also 
lead various social impact ini�a�ves in the space which I 
am passionate about.

Try all kinds of things, don’t be afraid to! Join meetups, if 
you’re curious about a group or a project - just ask and go 
for it! Be curious and be open. Don’t be afraid to state your 
opinion if it differs - that’s what will make you stand out! 
People get drawn towards people that are confident and 
genuine. All these things will help you immensely and I 
cannot stress enough how much the people you befriend 
and work with will help you become a more interes�ng 
person.

What advice do you have for
BFS students as they go off to
university/college? 

College opens up a number of opportuni�es that I wasn’t 
aware existed. Having so many doors open is part of the 
excitement in finding yourself, but I o�en felt that there 
were so many choices that I had difficulty priori�zing and 
choosing where my heart was - a paralysis of sorts. At the 
end of the day, this was a huge learning process and I am so 
happy with the choices I’ve made and the path I took as it 
has opened up an en�rely new world for me.

What was the biggest 
challenge you faced in College?

Do you have any passion projects?

I love being ac�ve and being part of various sports leagues. 
Currently, I’m in two soccer leagues. I also enjoy 
slacklining! :)

Not sure if this is s�ll a thing but we used to have BFS 
Lock-ins. I always looked forward to these because the 
students truly bonded with their teachers and learned 
about one another. I personally really enjoyed ge�ng to 
know my fellow students, teachers, and staff beyond what 
was seen to the eye!

What memory of BFS 
comes to mind?

Meet Our Alumni: Liza Klimenko | Class of 2012
What are you up to now? (talk about your job, life, etc)

I am the Community Development Lead of OneEleven. OneEleven is a community of high 
performing technology scale-ups. Membership at OneEleven unlocks unparalleled access to a 
highly curated peer network, investment capital, best-in-class partners, on-demand services, and 
strategic support designed to help businesses successfully navigate periods of substantial growth. 

As a Community Development Lead, I identify high performing scale-ups in Toronto and identify 
ways OneEleven can support them, further building our community. In addition to that, I also lead 
various social impact initiatives in the space which I am passionate about.

What memory of BFS comes to mind?

Not sure if this is still a thing but we used to have BFS Lock-ins. I always looked forward 
to these because the students truly bonded with their teachers and learned about one 
another. I personally really enjoyed getting to know my fellow students, teachers, and 
staff beyond what was seen to the eye!

Do you have any passion projects?

I love being active and being part of various sports leagues. Currently, I’m in two soccer 
leagues. I also enjoy slacklining! :)

What was the biggest challenge you faced in College?

College opens up a number of opportunities that I wasn’t aware existed. Having so many doors 
open is part of the excitement in finding yourself, but I often felt that there were so many 
choices that I had difficulty prioritizing and choosing where my heart was - a paralysis of sorts. 

At the end of the day, this was a huge learning process and I am so happy with the choices I’ve 
made and the path I took as it has opened up an entirely new world for me.

Try all kinds of things, don’t be afraid to! Join meetups, if you’re curious about a group 
or a project - just ask and go for it! Be curious and be open. Don’t be afraid to state your 
opinion if it differs - that’s what will make you stand out! People get drawn towards 
people that are confident and genuine. 

All these things will help you immensely and I cannot stress enough how much the people 
you befriend and work with will help you become a more interesting person.

What advice do you have for BFS students as 
they go off to university/college?
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As we near the end of this Newsletter, BFS would like to make sure we stay connected. BFS is using many channels  that help us accomplish 
this. Make sure to take advantage of them!

Stay Connected
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• We regularly organise parent information webinars. Our last webinar session welcomed our School Counselor and Psychologist Ms. 
Ness! Her tips and feedback were really appreciated. Let us know if there is a particular topic you would like to know more about, and 
we will do our best to include it in a future session.

• We continue to send weekly feedback surveys: your feedback is taken seriously. many of our virtual school adjustments originated from 
this feedback. We always follow up on requests for academic, emotional, or technical support.
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• Finally, our book delivery sessions allow us to briefly show our faces. Evene if limited in time and respecting safety rules, it is great to see 
you and exchange a few words.

We are all in this together, and together 
we will make BFS even greater than it already is. 
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