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Happy
Winter
Holidays!

A Word from the Principal
Iain Macfarlane

Dear Parents,
In a few short days, we will reach the end of our halfway
point of the year. Every day, our faculty and students
work together to fulfill the promise of a brighter
tomorrow. We are Socially Conscious, Hardworking,
Articulate, Respectful, and Knowledgeable. All the
members of our community focus their time and energy
on making us better tomorrow than we were yesterday.
Our holiday concerts have brought us together as a
community. We are all grateful for the work of Mrs.
Pochon and Dr. Grant in setting a new and exciting
direction for our music program. During this festive time
of year, our concerts have provided the opportunity for
us to connect, cooperate, and care for each other.

The holidays give us time to pause, rest, and
recharge. I hope that you and your family have
a relaxing time this winter holiday. I hope you
rejuvenate your relationships with one another
and take the time to strengthen the bonds that
sustain us all. Please also take the time to cultivate
your curiosity and excitement for learning. When
we return to school on January 13th, we will rely
on one another to make 2019 a more spectacular
year for our community.

Iain Macfarlane
BFS Principal
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2019 Winter Concerts & Fine Arts Showcase
In August of 2019, Mrs. Becki Pochon and Dr.
Don Grant joined the BFS team with a mandate
of introducing new music ensembles in the
school. Thursday, December 12th marked the
day in the BFS Fine Arts department that
demonstrated this change in direction in the
Music Program, with the MS Choir and BFS Band
combined concert.
This concert featured four new groups including
Middle School Choir, Middle School Concert
Band, Jazz Combo, and Jazz Band.
The students worked diligently for four months
to learn new music for these ensembles.
Each group was warmly received by a lively
audience!
Students in the BFS Music Department look
forward to many more performances over the
years!
By Dr. Don Grant (BFS Band Teacher)

On Tuesday, December 17th, all BFS Elementary
students gave a spectacular performance in the
BFS gym. Students wore their favorite Christmas
colors and showed their hard work to the
audience.
Students as young as K5 showed their hard work
on the bells using “ti-ti” eighth notes and “ta”
quarter notes.
Older students showed their excellent skills in
performing partner songs, as well as playing their
recorders on dotted note rhythms. All students
gave a heart warming performance as they
reminded us all of the true meaning of Christmas.
When Mr. Grinch came to steal their presents,
the children invited him to sing with them, and
“Cover the World with Love!”
Congratulations to the Elementary students at
BFS. Your performance was fantastic!
By Mrs. Becki Pochon (BFS Music Teacher)
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2019 BIWA BAZAAR
On Sunday, December 6th our students were busy as they volunteered to host the kids corner at the BIWA Christmas Bazaar. From morning utill
evening they guided the little ones through arts and crafts. Our NHS had also pre-made chocolate sledges, and the BFS Dance Club regaled all
attendants with a spectacular performance.
Thank you BIWA for hosting the bazaar. I know lots of our families attended and enjoyed some pre Christmas shopping!

BFS Middle School Choir Performs at the ECCK Event
LOur MS choir gave a lovely performance at the ECCK end of year event on Thursday, December 5th. What a fantastic and engaging audience.
Thank You ECCK Busan!

SONICBOOM: Professional Basketball Game
On Sunday, December 1st, the BFS family enjoyed watching a professional basketball game: Busan KT Sonicboom against Seoul SK Knights. SAVE THE
DATE FOR THE UPCOMING GAME ON FEBRUARY 9TH. More information coming soon.

www.busanforeignschool.org
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2019 BFS Thanksgiving
Busan Foreign School loves Thanksgiving! It is one of those ocasions where our parents spend quality time with their children, providing a strong
example of what it means to be part of a family, and how puting others first helps create a respectful and kind environment.
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2019-20 SY Yearbook Picture Days

THE PICTURES SAY IT ALL :-)

2019 Spelling Bee
At 5:45 am, on Tuesday, November 26th, the Grade 1-8 Spelling
Bee Sharks traveled to Kwangju Foreign School for the SKAC
Spelling Bee Competition.
Ms. Aguilar, Ms. Cressey, and Ms. Suk were proud of the effort
and respect these Sharks displayed throughout the morning and
afternoon.
Congratulations to all our participants: Ethan Cressey, Jameson
Macfarlane, Noah Cressey, Trilia Teo, Chihiro Hishida, Bobby
Li, Chloe Cho, Trina Teo, Aidan Dunham, Grace Oh, William Lee,
Tristan Park, Tanvi Kumar, Kirill Lee, and Youseung Kim.
There were several very close rounds at every level of the Spelling
Bee and BFS has a grade 6 Champion with William Lee!
Well done!
By Ms. Angela Suk (MS ELL Teacher)

www.busanforeignschool.org
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2019 STEM Fair
MS&HS STEM FAIR
On Wednesday, November 20th, Some
of our students traveled to ISK and
GIFS for the SKAC STEM fair. While it’s
not technically a competition, it does
speak volumes about the quality of
thinking, presentation skills, and overall
preparedness of our students.
Congratulations to everyone that made
this possible and to our students for
presenting the school so well.
A special mention to Inah, Jin, Tae,
Patrick, Annika, Michelle, Edward and
Albert for placing first in their categories.
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ELEMENTARY STEM FAIR
STEM fair!
Me, Connor, and Aiden were pumped about going to the STEM fair! Ms. Boettcher came
too! We were in a minivan for around 2 hours but soon enough it got boring. So I thought of
activities to do for a bit. We told stories, like adding on and on. Until we arrived at GIFS! We
all were freezing but still jumping up and down. We all walked into the doors but got lost in
the lobby but soon found our way. For a few minutes we looked around and Connor and me
were making this joke I said “ I’m looking around seeing all these cool machines and at our
tables was just a tinfoil tower and a computer.” We both started laughing but I was still proud
of what we did.
We got numbers written on our hands to separate our groups. “ Cool I got number 20.” I
thought. Later we had a few minutes to introduce ourselves, My teeth were chattering
because I was cold plus I was nervous. “Hi, I’m Yena.” I said stuttering, but soon I got to know
all of their names except a few but just one girl I kept messing up her name and I’m so sorry!
There was Noah, Jeff, Sophia, Yuhoo, Olivia and some other kids. Sorry if I spelled your name
wrong or if I forgot!
Our first activity was to make paper airplanes and see whose model was the best and
who threw it the furthest. I thought “ this is gonna be easy!” but then I couldn’t even fold
it straight! But it ended up Jeff had one of the best models and was good at throwing so
we all voted that Jeff should do it. Our second activity was making a bridge with a hundred
chopsticks and one roll of tape. It was extremely challenging. Why? Well, the chopsticks
weren’t stable and kept falling. It ended up our bridge could only hold 5 bean bags.
Lunch! We sat down after those crazy activities and ate pizza! It was so delicious. Later
Connor and I played at the playground and found this hill thingy with leaves and kept trying
to push each other into it! And we both played on the swings.
Now it was the end of the day; the teachers announced the winners and we all walked
back to the minivan. Well soon everything turned pitch black. I woke up rubbing my eyes
to see ourselves near the school. We all said our goodbyes and decided to sing “Rudolph
the Rednosed Reindeer” for the last minutes we had, then we all headed to our buses. On
the way back to my house I thought about our day. I thought this is gonna be one of my best
memories.
By Yena Elliott (5th Grade)

Anchored4Life
On Wednesday, November 6th, we had Anchored4Life Team Leaders Celebration. Anchored4Life focuses on building confident leaders who
inspire others by contributing to a caring and supportive environment. It is a great programme that supports and strenghtens the BFS Student
Learner Outcomes (SLOs).

www.busanforeignschool.org
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BFS Teachers Present at KORCOS
BFS hires teachers that not only care for their students but also excel and become
role models for other teachers.
On November 16th, three of our current faculty, Ms. Leland & Ms. Boyle, and
Mr. Muller, traveled to Seoul and participated at the “Korea Overseas Council of
School” conference. The theme of this year’s conference was “Heart and Soul”,
and was headlined by the CNN Hero award winner Juan Pablo Romero Fuentes.
Fuentes’s keynote address focused on the need for students in low socio-economic
areas to be given dignity as well as education.
They presented to fellow teachers on “AXEXES Paragraph Format: Creating and
Supporting Arguments in Writing” and ” Using Rubrics for Self-Assessment”.
The AXEXES Paragraph Format: Creating and Supporting Arguments in Writing
(https://korcosiec19.sched.com/event/VqeY) was hosted by Ms. Leland & Ms.
Boyle.
Attendees learned about the AXEXES acronym (argument, example, elaboration,
example, elaboration, and so what?) and how to use it to teach and assess
writing.
The Using Rubrics for Self Assessment and Metacognition (https://korcosiec19.
sched.com/event/VqcZ) session was presented by Mr. Muller.
This workshop model presentation utilized best-practice curricular theories to create
a process teachers could use at the beginning of a unit of study for students to answer
three essential questions at the beginning of a unit. These are:
• What am I learning.
• How do I know if I am successful.
• Where am I.
Participants took the role of 10th Grade U.S History students starting a unit that used the Common Core State Standard, “Determine the central
ideas or information of a primary or secondary source. Provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the
text”. Participants translated the rubric into student-friendly language, attempted to practice this skill, reviewed a standards-based rubric for
this standard and assessed exemplars that reflected various proficiency levels of the assessment. Afterward participants were taught how this
process is reflected throughout a unit of study, ending with an authentic assessment that directly addressed the learning standard.
By Mr. Scott Muller (MS & HS Social Studies Teacher)

Romeo and Juliet
A full house at BFS enjoyed Romeo and Juliet’s production by the professional drama company the American Drama Group Europe. One hour
and half of non stop action on the stage.
We especially appreciated the actors availability at the end of the performance for a Q&A session.
We found out they were all British, the company is based in Germany, they are literally touring the globe with this production, and sometimes
it takes a long, long time to get into a character’s skin.
Thank You for coming to Busan and break a leg with your next representation.
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Early Childhood & Elementary Science Fair
I am proud of my sciece project and presenting it did so much research and I wrote a book. I made my food chain game and researched a lot.
It was hard to answer questions but I did not give up. Many people came to my station and asked many questions. Some of them were hard!
By Rina Naito (5th Grade)

Grade 2 Reader’s Theater:
Grade 2 students held a Reader’s Theater performance of The Gruffalo by award-winning British author Julia Donaldson. Reader’s Theater
is like a play where memorization of lines is not required; instead, vocal expression helps tell the story rather than relying on costumes and
sets. In our library classes with Miss Gleb, we use this strategy to practice reading while performing. It helps with comprehension and builds
expression and confidence in public speaking.

Early Childhood & Elementary SHARK Assembly
Grade 3 hosted the December Shark Assembly on Monday, December 9th, which focused on our “Respectful” SLO. They did a great job at
engaging their audience; not an easy task considering it is composed of students whose age ranges from 3 to 11.

www.busanforeignschool.org
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Early Childhood Learning Showcase
PK3 and K4 hosted a learning celebrations and showcase as they presented around the “building and structures” theme. They discussed their
city, the structures they created, including a humongous bridge, and much more. The teachers prepared individual learning portfolios of the
students, which were handed to their parents. Great learning everyone!

Grade 1 Writing Celebration
Grade 1 celebrated publishing their first books of the year with a Writing celebration on Wednesday, November 20th. The students did a
wonderful job at reading their stories to their parents. Thank you all for coming and being part of this important achievement for our students.

Grade 2 Investigating Owl Pellets
Our second graders had the privilege of working
in Mr. Cressey’s science lab, investigating owl
pellets. They learned that owls hunt small
animals, such as mice and other rodents. They
also learned that they do not chew their food.
They swallow it whole! This is because owls do
not have teeth to chew. The owl’s body is able
to take the good nutrition from the prey they
swallowed and then to gather up the parts they
don’t need, such as bones, fur, and teeth. Inside
the owl’s body, these parts become a large pellet.
The owl regurgitates, or throws it up in a nice
little bundle. These pellets are left lying on the
ground around where an owl lives. These pellets
are gathered for investigation. Our students
worked on taking apart these pellets with tools
such as tweezers, to see what was inside. They
then were able to look at the tiny bones and fur
under a microscope.
10
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High School Student of the Quarter 2
Congratulations to the student of the quarter HS SHARK award winners who were recognized
on Wednesday, December 18th, during high school morning assembly.

Socially
Conscious

Aidan D., Maggie D.
Jasmin S.

Hardworking

Sergei C., Eunsaem P.

Articulate

Lucy P.

Responsible

Edward H.

Knowledgeable

Danil G., Misha I.,
Seojun P.

What it is Like to be an Author?
Grade 7 was lucky to host Mrs. Erin Beaty who shared her
experience as a published writer. Key take aways? Being an
author is hard work (and pays little). It demands humbleness
and flexibility. You will need perseverance and a good peer
support group help you go through the many stages needed
before your can see your book on the shelves of a book
store.... but at the end ... it is worth it! Our library has a set of
books from Mrs. Beaty and you can follow her on Facebook
and Instagram. We wish you all the best with your next novel!
https://www.instagram.com/erinbeatywrites/
https://www.facebook.com/ErinBeatyAuthor/

High School Drama Club “The Customer is Always Wrong”
On Wednesday, December 11th, HS drama club shared their first production of the year “The Customer Is Always Wrong” by Ian Mc Wethy. A
good way to put our students in a good mood first thing in the morning. Nicely produced and very well staged.

www.busanforeignschool.org
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Makerspace
High school students are doing some cool stuff in Mrs. Williams’ maker space these days! Student have 3D printed chess sets (that they
designed on tinkercad) and used the laser cutter to “print” their personal logos.

IBS Center for Climate Physics at Pusan National University
The High School Environmental Students participated in
a wonderful program hosted by IBS Center for Climate
Physics at Pusan National University. Students saw and
experienced first hand some of the information that is
currently being gathered on climate physics and how it
is being interpreted. They participated in activities such
as tree coring and a lab on ocean acidification.
The BFS students took the opportunity to sit with two
of the climate scientists and question them on their
thought and opinions, their day to day activities and
what they thought the climate would look like to future
generations.
By Mr. Scott Cressey (MS Science Teacher)
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2019 SKAC Model UN
The BFS Sharks were at their best Tuesday at the SKAC Model United Nations Tournament in Gwangju. 26 BFS students participated, including
Hidaya Mansour, the Secretary-General of the Conference, and three of the five Committee Chairs; with Hammad Shaikh chairing the General
Assembly II, William Lee chairing the Human Rights Committee, and Jin Kim chairing the ECOSOC (Economic and Social Issues) Committee.
Of 12 resolutions passed by the SKAC MUN, 4 were written by BFS students. EVERY resolution that BFS students were able to bring to the floor
passed. One student, Amber Kim, a complete newbie to MUN, got her resolution onto the floor, and got it passed 13-4!
Resolutions were passed by:
Amber Kim (Argentina) on the Amazon Rainforest – General Assembly I
Michelle Moon (South Korea) on the Hong Kong Protests – ECOSOC
Chloe Jung & Andrew Lee (South Korea & France) on Hypersonic Missiles – General Assembly II
Tae Kang (France) on Facial Recognition Technology – General Assembly
Tae Kang was voted Most Valuable Delegate by his peers in the General Assembly, and Michelle Moon was voted MVD in the ECOSOC
Committee.
A tremendous job by our Model UN. Now it’s on to the GECMUN VI Tournament on Jeju Island in February! Go sharks!

Middle School Retreat
On Thursday and Friday, November
14 and 15, MS went on an overnight
retreat to Mungyeong and Andong.
On the first day, MS went Go-Karting.
Many kids enjoyed the fast-paced
racing. We also went Ziplining. The
Zipline was one of the longest ziplines
in South Korea. The longest line was
360 meters long! The village we stayed
in was 600 years old! There was also
a tree that was 600 years old too. You
could write wishes and tie them to the
tree. The bus ride was 3 hours long,
but MS got past it. The retreat was a
great success and all of the kids who
attended had a great time. I hope MS
goes on another retreat soon!
By Tanvi Kumar (BFS Student)

www.busanforeignschool.org
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SKAC Elementary Volleyball Divisional Tournament
Upper elementary, third grade to fifth grade, participated in a volleyball tournament Saturday, December 7th, against several schools. They
won 56 matches out of 84 matches. They persevered, worked hard, and had a great time.

BFS Boys Team
(W - L) (24 - 17)
1) 5 - 0
2) 5 - 1
3) 2 - 1
4) 5 - 2
5) 2 - 4
6) 1 - 4
7) 0 - 3
8) 4 - 2
BFS Girls Team
(W - L) (32 - 11)
1) 5 - 0
2) 4 - 2
3) 2 - 3
4) 3 - 3
5) 4 - 1
6) 4 - 2
7) 5 - 0
8) 5 - 0

SKAC High School Basketball Divisional Tournament
On Tuesday, December 3rd our BFS Sharks HS basketball
teams played in the SKAC Divisional tournament in
Sacheon hosted by GIFS. On the day our teams won 6
games and lost 3 games.
Here are the results:
BFS Boys Team
• L BFS 18 – 19 ISB
• L BFS 11 – 21 DIS
• W BFS 21 – 13 GPA
• Leading Scorers: Wendell (21), Minsung (12)
BFS Girls A-Team
• L BFS 6 – 14 ISB (A)
• W BFS 16 – 8 DIS
• W BFS 21 – 6 ISB (B)
• Leading Scorers: Kacy (18), Arina (8)
BFS Girls B-Team
• W BFS 6 – 4 ISB (B)
• W BFS 14 – 6 ISK/BIA
• W BFS 12 – 4 GIFS
• Leading Scorers: Angie (11), Jasmin (8), Gaetane (7)
14

www.busanforeignschool.org

BUSAN FOREIGN SCHOOL | SPORTS

SKAC Cross Country Race II
The BFS Cross Country season was second to none. It was great to see everyone encouraging each other on and off the track. I think we
all can look forward to next year, although there will be some people leaving and some new runners. It will be just as great! This was a
spectacular season for BFS and to top it off 4 elementary runners were in the top five in the final tournament.
By Collin Landon (5th Grade)

Congratulations to all the runners for finishing the course. Special recognition goes to our medal recipients which consisted of 2 first place
gold medals, 1 second place silver medal, and 2 third place bronze medals.
Elementary Girls
• Sophie G., 1st Place
• Amber S., 3rd Place
• Maria Y., 4th Place
Elementary Boys
• Colin L., 4th Place
• Mason N., 8th Place

Middle School Girls
• Angie G., 2nd Place
High School Girls
• Maggie D., 2nd Place
High School Boys
• Misha I., 3rd Place

KISAC High School Boys Volleyball
On Friday and Saturday, November 8th and 9th our HS boys volleyball team traveled to Jeju Island to participate in the Korean International
School Activities Conference (KISAC) HS Volleyball Championship Tournament. Our boys team consisting of mostly 9th and 10th graders entered
the B-Division and swept the competition on their way to winning the B-Division Championship!
The Sharks won all of their matches and finished the tournament with a 7-0 match record and a 14-1 set record over the two day competition.
Here are the match results:
Sharks

Sets

Opponent

Scores

Match 1

(W)

BFS

2-0

BIS-2

(25-0, 25-18)

Match 2

(W)

BFS

2-0

NLCS-2

(25-17, 25-21)

Match 3

(W)

BFS

2-0

KISJ-3

(25-19, 25-12)

Match 4

(W)

BFS

2-0

KISJ-G

(25-15, 25-22)

Match 5

(W)

BFS

2-0

SJA-2

(25-22, 25-21)

Match 6

(W)

BFS

2 - 1 Semi-Final

NLCS-2

(25-21, 22-25, 15-13)

Match 7

(W)

BFS

2 - 0 Final

SJA-2

(25-20, 25-22)

7-0

14-1

Congratulations Sharks!
Danil, Nikita, Brian, Sam, Alex L., Oleg, Alex J., Chiyeon, & Albert
Congratulations Coaches!
Ms. Taylor, Mr. Brenneman

www.busanforeignschool.org
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Middle School Futsal
MS FUTSAL GIRLS
On Saturday, November 9th our BFS MS futsal teams participated in the
Southern Korean Activities Conference Finals Tournament. After going
3-1 in the SKAC Divisional tournament held last month our girls came
into the Finals tournament as the clear #2 seed.
At the Finals, in their first match of the day the girls shut out HIS by a score
of 3-0. In their second match, they fell behind 2-0 early in the match but
battled back with 5 unanswered goals to beat ISK 5-2. With this result,
our girls held a 5-1 match record and held onto their #2 seeding.
Up next was a rematch with the #3 seed (HIS) in the semi-finals. This
match was much closer than the match played earlier in the morning.
BFS went up 2-0 then HIS scored to bring the match to 2-1. BFS scored
again to go up 3-1 before HIS rallied to close the gap once again at 3-2.
BFS went up again with a goal pushing their lead to 4-2 before HIS scored
again to make the score 4-3 late in the match. It was an intense match,
but BFS finally broke through again with a fifth and final goal to secure
the victory 5-3, moving them onto the 2019 SKAC championship match.
In the 2019 SKAC Championship Match, the Lady Sharks faced the #1
seed (DIS) who was unbeaten and sitting on 6 wins against 0 losses on
the season. Our Sharks really had their work cut out for them if they
were going to triumph. Last month in the first match of the Divisional
tournament our Lady Sharks fell to the Jets from DIS by a score of 0-6.
That first match was much closer than the final score as DIS scored 4 of
those goals late in the match after BFS substituted players to allow all
team members to see some action. On this day, the outcome looked to
be eerily similar to the first match as the Jets went up with a first-half goal
and led at halftime 1-0. In the second half the Sharks were playing much
better but midway through the second half the Jets notched another
goal to go up 2-0 with about 10 minutes remaining in the championship
match. That is right where they were in the first meeting last month so it
was looking like deja-vu for our beloved Sharks!

SKAC
Finals
Results

BFS 3 – 0
HIS Goals: Angie (1), Gaetane (1), Amber (1)
BFS 5 – 2
ISK Goals: Angie (2), Gaetane (1), Amber (2)

Semi Final

BFS 5 – 3
HIS Goals: Angie (3), Gaetane (1), Amber (1)

Championship
Match
Penalty
Shootout

16

BFS 2 – 2
DIS Goals: Angie (2)

BFS 2 – 1
DIS Goals: Amber (1), Maria (1)

www.busanforeignschool.org

Not to be denied, our girls rallied together and kept the pressure on finally
breaking onto the scoreboard when Angie found the back of the net with
about 7 minutes remaining in the match. We kept this momentum going
and with about 2 minutes remaining Angie sent a left-footed corner kick
spiraling and curving toward the upper left post and the goalkeeper
wasn’t able to secure it and ball slipped through ………tying the match up
at 2 goals apiece with very little time left! The excitement and intensity
was gripping the entire complex as the seconds ticked off the clock, then
the final whistle blew and the score remained tied 2-2! Here we go……..
onto a penalty shootout to decide this year’s champion!
Each team designated 5 players to take the kicks and we began the
shootout. Amber struck first for the Sharks and BFS held a 1-0 lead after
3 kicks apiece. Onto the 4th kick…… and DIS tied it up at 1-1. On the fifth
penalty shootout attempt for DIS Gaetane blocked the attempt and we
had one last opportunity with our 5th and final chance. That’s when
Maria stepped up and pounded the winning goal into the upper left side
and into the back of the net. SHARKS win the title in dramatic fashion 2-1
in a penalty shootout making the final score 4-3!!
Special recognition goes to our girl’s defensive effort with Hadassah (in
goal) and the rest of the team focused on stopping the high scoring Jets.
The Sharks allowed just two goals in the championship match when DIS
was averaging 7 goals per match throughout the season.
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MS FUTSAL BOYS
The boys, with a whopping 18 players, were
split into two teams: A and B.
In their first game against ISK, the A team
battled back from an early 0-2 deficit to tie up
the game 2-2. An unfortunate last goal by ISK
put them in the lead just before the game was
over, and they won 3-2.
In the next match, the A team faced DIS–
the team that would go on to win the entire
tournament (beating the second-place team
10-0). The A team held their own in the first
half, tying up the match at 2-2, but couldn’t
keep up with DIS’ relentless pressure and
ended the match 3-7, a still impressive margin
considering DIS’ performance in the final
match.
In the quarterfinals (having been guaranteed
a spot by their strong performance at the
divisional), the boys faced off against ISK. ISK
got two early goals, and much of the rest of the
match was a stalemate. Late in the second half,
BFS got one back, but couldn’t manage to get
the crucial last goal to tie up the game.
B team faced a much more arduous journey,
and still managed to persevere all the way to
the quarter-finals. The B team faced some very
large opponents and held their ground well.
It was a fun season to watch the B team boys
develop and continue to grow and get better
each and every time out. The future looks
bright with these guys as they play hard and
work to improve.
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IMAGES OF THE MONTH
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