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Proud 
to be the
Sharks!

It has been an amazing and hectic time of year for our BFS 
community.  Together we are succeeding!  I want to thank the 
PTSO for their many contributions to the school over the last 
month.  The Mother-Son Casino night and the Elementary Egg 
Hunt, meant so much for our elementary students.  Both the 
Senior Breakfast and the Teacher Appreciation Breakfast were 
spectacular.  The students and faculty were grateful for the time, 
effort, and creativity brought by our parents.  It is such a pleasure 
to begin the day with delicious food and meaningful company. 

The PTSO, NHS, and Middle School Student Council came 
together to offer our best Family Fun Day ever!  The Korean 
food corner was a welcomed addition to our traditional BBQ.  
It was a beautiful day, and the students had so much fun with 
all the games and activities.  This is a special time of year at BFS,  
and one of the best opportunities for students, parents, and 
teachers to join together and have fun.  Make sure to save it on 
your calendar for next year!

In high school, we have finished our Advanced Placement exams 
for 2019-2020. Our students wrote a combined total of 130 

A Word from the Principal
Iain Macfarlane exams over the last two weeks. We have been steadily 

increasing BFS course offerings to give our students 
every opportunity to succeed. It shows in our college 
acceptances. We had 21 students applying this year, 
and they were accepted to over 70 different colleges 
and universities. This was our most international year of 
acceptance. BFS students received acceptances from the  
UAE, Korea, Japan, USA, England, Wales, Netherlands, 
and Russia. Importantly, our students received over one 
million dollars in merit-based scholarship. Way to go 
graduating class of 2018-2019!

In athletics, we had a spectacular month of participation 
and growth. Our middle school basketball teams 
participated in both KISAC and SKAC recently.  We have 
seen tremendous growth in both programs, especially 
with the girls. Two years ago, our middle school girls 
did not win a single game. This year they were both the 
KISAC and SKAC champions.  This reflects the pride we 
all feel in our school.

Together we are proud to be Sharks!

Iain Macfarlane
BFS Principal
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2019 Family Fun Day & Garage Sale
A big thanks to the PTSO and all its volunteer parents for organizing and cooking (the food was Amazing!), to NHS and Middle School Stuco for 
hosting so many activities and spoiling our visiting families, to Latin Dance Club for entertaining us with summer vibes, to the BFS Dance Club 
for introducing us to some real K-Pop. It was a great day filled with music, laughter, food, and sun.
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PTSO Mother Son Casino Night
After the success of the father-daughter dance, parents put together a mother-son casino. The PTSO was unsure about the popularity of their 
event, but the number of attendants was actually higher than its father-daughter counterpart. How fun!

2019 BFS Orchestra Spring Concert
With this year’s concert, we say goodbye to orchestra conductor Dr. Sally Kim. Thank you for sharing your passion for music with us. We will miss you!

PTSO Teacher & Staff Appreciation Breakfast
We had our staff and teacher appreciation breakfast early morning on Wednesday, May 8th at BFS. We have accomplished so much this year! 
Thank you so much to everyone: teachers, bus drivers, cleaning staff, office staff, parents and students. We rock!
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2019 BFS Fine Arts Showcase
This year BFS decided to host a Fine Arts Showcase. Three student clubs performed (latin dance club, dance club, drama club) and the arts department 
showcased some of this year student productions. We can undoubtedly say BFS has not only a strong academic program but an enviable arts one too.

Makerspace Special Guest Speaker
We had a special guest speaker, Dr. Colin Joye to talk about science on Friday, ApriI 28th. It was such a fun lecture, and our students had so many 
questions we risked running over time.



www.busanforeignschool.org 5

BUSAN FOREIGN SCHOOL  |  SCHOOL WIDE

Alexandra Myakonkova, Class of 2017
BFS Alumni Alexandra Myakonkova, class of 2017, is one of the founders of InHanguk. 
Project “inHanguk” was designed and developed during Business Idea Camp held 
by Global StartUp Campus (a Global Incheon Campus initiative supported by many 
universities like George Mason Korea, Suny Brook, …) where it won the Grand Prize.
The main goal of this app is to help foreigners in Korea, by giving them the latest and 
relevant information about different topics.
Although the app is already available commercially, it is still being developed. The 
inHanguk team regularly meets with business, gathering feedback. They have a well-
developed business plan which is shared here (http://inhanguk.com/plans.html).
Congratulations Alexa! we wish you and your team success in your start-up!

2019 BFS Talent Show
On Friday, April 12th, BFS hosted its annual Talent Show. This event is quite unique as driven by the students who independently prepare 
and rehearse their performances and gather their courage to stand up in front of our community and share something they are proud of and 
makes them unique. Thank You all for this! Thank You Mr. Chapa for coordinating and supporting our students!
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Elementary SKAC Speech and Debate Competition
Congratulations to our Elementary Speech and Debate team! Out of the six winners three are from BFS! 
• Ana Maria (Grade 4)  • Grace (Grade 4) • Joy (Grade 5)

K5 International Day
K5 sharks celebrated international day on Tuesday, May 14th. This was just one of the many events being celebrated during the ABC countdown 
until the end of the school year. Check their bulletin board for a complete list of activities.

BUSAN FOREIGN SCHOOL  |  EARLY CHILDHOOD & ELEMENTARY

Literacy Month at BFS
Literacy Month takes place at BFS during March. Students participated in 
a variety of activities to celebrate literacy including Crazy Socks Day (just 
like Dr. Seuss’s book Fox in Socks), book characters made from potatoes, 
family time at Breakfast with a Book, and so much more. Ms. Gleb, BFS 
librarian, issued a challenge to all students in grades K5 to 5th grade: 
read nonfiction books, read lots of them, and see if students in those 
six grades could read 500 nonfiction books during Literacy Month.  Even 
with Spring Break the last week of March, it would take a lot of reading.

Ms. Gleb and Mrs. Galles, BFS library assistant, set up a tracking system in 
the library to not only show how many books were checked out by grade 
but also which categories of nonfiction books were being read. The top 
two categories were science with 342 books and history/geography with 
158 books.  But did students reach the goal of 500 nonfiction books read 
during the month!  You bet they did!  When you see our elementary 
students, please congratulate them on achieving that goal, because 
they far surpassed it. A total of 798 nonfiction books were read during 
Literacy month. 

Way to go, Sharks! We are so proud of you! And thanks PTSO for 
providing ice-cream to celebrate this achievement.

By Heidi Glebb (BFS Librarian)
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It was so nice to hear 3rd graders sharing their soapboxes for change speeches. Interesting to know how they think of environment, violence, 
animals and many more. Grade 3 sharks are such wonderful global citizens!

Grade 3 Soapboxes for Change

World Reads was not only an opportunity for those who are not familiar with 
the English language to feel welcome, but also for those who are interested in 
different languages. From a student’s point of view, I loved this time because we 
got to experience different languages other than just English. There were some 
languages from all around the world, such as: Turkish, Russian, Korean, Japanese, 
Spanish, and so on.

It was cool how there were some words in Spanish that I can relate to, and I tried 
to match them with some English words. When we were rotating through classes, 
I noticed that there was a book in Russian that was very similar to the English 
version. This whole time, I thought that the original story was made in America, 
but it turns out that it was written in Russia 200 years ago. Even after the time was 
finished, our class talked about it a lot and really appreciated the parent’s work.

I don’t know if I thanked the parents enough, because it was really thoughtful of 
them to spend their precious time on reading their favorite children books to us.

By Joy Cho (Grade 5)

Upper Elementary World Reads

PTSO Egg Hunt
On Friday, April 19th, elementary students enjoyed the traditional BFS Egg Hunt. Our students hopped their way to getting their egg treats. 
Fortunately the weather was mild and all of our chocolate eggs kept their original shape!
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Elementary April Student of the Month
Congratulations to our April SOM “Articulate” sharks!

PK3 Elliot

K4 Lemuel 
K5 Hannah, Jameson
1st Grade Corban
2nd Grade Eva, Mir
3rd Grade Shiou-Bin

4th Grade Hadassah, Maria

5th Grade Tristan, Christy

Elementary March Student of the Month
Congratulations to our March SOM “Hardworking” sharks!

PK3 Ivan

K4 Akim, Andrew
K5 James, Lora
1st Grade Riley, Ainazym
2nd Grade Zachary, Given, Yunji
3rd Grade Daniil, Irene

4th Grade Diego, Yoojin, Amber

5th Grade Eunhoo, Joy

Kindergarten had their Author Celebration on Friday, March 22nd in the K-5 Classroom. K5 authors presented their stories to the parents, sharing 
their love for writing and reading.

K5 Author Celebration
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Six high school Sharks represented BFS at the 
SKAC Debate tournament on Saturday, April 
27th at DIS. 

In Debate, teams research a topic and argue 
opposite sides of that topic in timed rounds. 
Each team will argue for each side of the topic in 
at least one round. This year’s high school topic 
was  Resolved: Since the 21st century requires 
skills related almost solely to using technology 
(STEM), a humanities-based education no longer 
has any value.

Team #1 consisting of Won Kim, William Lee, and 
Jin Kim won their first two rounds and lost in the 
third round to the eventual tournament winner 
from GIFS. They missed being the #2 seed in the 
final round (which determined the tournament 
winner and runner-up) by only seven points; 
this is just over one point, per team member, 
per round.  Trenton Soumphonphakdy, Brayden 
Kloster, and John Hong on Team #2 did beat the 
GIFS team which later won the tournament. All 
participants gained valuable experience in the 
areas of critical thinking and public speaking. 
Congratulations to all six young men! And to Kale 
Barrer for photographing our Sharks in action.

By Heidi Glebb, Librarian

High School SKAC Speech and Debate Competition

On Saturday, May 11th, the Middle School 
eSports team competed in their first ever 
tournament!

They played Overcooked, a cooperative game 
where players work together to cook dishes at 
a restaurant in wacky kitchens.

In the first round, each team of four played 
cooperatively to try to get the best score on a 
series of levels. BFS took second place to ISK A. 
We played strongly, but were caught off guard 
by some of the other teams’ level picks that 
we hadn’t practiced as much. Following BFS 
was ISK B in 3rd, and DIS in 4th.

In the second round, teams of two competed 
directly against each other. This means that 
teams can interfere with each other’s cooking 
and kitchen management, adding an extra 
layer of strategy. BFS was well-prepared for 
this, having frequently practiced their patent sabotage tactics. We handily won first place.

Thanks to all the students and family that came by to watch and support the players. Congratulations to the first ever Middle School eSports 
team on their high placements!

By Mr. Zach Huffman

BFS Participates at the First Ever SKAC eSports Tournament
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On Wednesday, April 23rd, Seniors enjoyed a PTSO run breakfast. After the breakfast, Seniors paraded around the school. The whole BFS 
cheered for the Class of 2019. Congratulations Seniors!

Senior Breakfast & Parade

Middle School Overnight Retreat
The majority of BFS Middle School spent 2 school days at Gyeongju for their MS Retreat!

We went paintballing, Go-karting, did archery and looked around Gyeongju National Museum, Bulguksa, and Seokgatap., and Wolji Pond.
Paintballing and Go-Karting were very exciting and fun, while the museum and temple offered a look at ancient Korean history – fun for some 
and ho-hum for others. Paintball was exciting with some minor injuries. Archery took a steady hand and a keen eye.
To describe Gyeongju in one word, I would say “awesome” fits the best.

By Reenha (MS Stuco Historian)
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8th Graders’ Scientific Knowledge on Music
After completing a unit on sound, the 8th graders showed off their craftsmanship, their musical talent, and their scientific knowledge. They 
were able to fit all this into one summative project that showed their understanding of the basic concepts of sound, such as frequency, pitch, 
and resonance. If you ask them real nice they might even play you a tune!

Transition to Middle School and High School Information Session
We hosted our transitions to MS and HS sessions on April 4th and April 5th. Thank you, parents, students, teachers, for your participation!

MaiaLearning
Busan Foreign School’s Comprehensive College Counseling program is 
rolling out a new web-based platform for college and career planning.
MaiaLearning will eventually be made available to all high school 
students but the graduating class of 2020 will be the initial grade level 

to engage with this new powerful tool. MaiaLearning provides Career Planning, College Planning, Resume, and Portfolio creation and most 
importantly an easy to use college application management interface.
With Maialearning, BFS students will be even better prepared for the college application process — which is once again quickly approaching!
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MS & HS Course Fair
MS & HS students had a course fair on Wednesday, April 3rd: they got to know more about the different course offerings for next school year.

Today I would like to share information about this really amazing student created club: 
Awareness through Film. The club was founded by Hidaya Mansour, 10th-grade student. It 
currently has 8 members from MS and HS, who meet on Tuesdays. 
Hidaya thought that nowadays video production is the way to go to raise awareness and 
understanding about difficult topics that affect today’s society. One image does not say 
it all because it is put out of context, while a video helps give perspective and generate 
understanding. In fact, one of the things the club is making sure is that right at the start of 
any film, a TEDD talk style presentation introduces the topic and purpose of the film.
Currently, they are working on the production of a film that discusses the topic of 
“Diversity”. They are looking at diversity from different angles and linking it to inter-culture, 
immigration, racism, sexism. They would like to complete this first film by June this year 
although they are challenged by their busy schedules. Producing a film requires plenty of 
time and thought. The scripting needs to be compelling and they are still looking for actors 
willing to bring it to life.
Does this project send interesting to you? would you like to become one of their actors and 
bring their story to life? “Awareness through Film” would be delighted to hear from you!

Awareness Through Film

University Acceptances (Class of 2019)
Congratulations to the Class of 2019. Here are some of their accomplishments: Over 1 Million USD in scholarships, 83 Acceptances, Nearly 
70 different colleges and universities, 21 Top 50 US Universities, 22 Global-100 Universities..., 9 Different Countries - US, Canada, United 
Kingdom, Korea, Japan, Qatar, UAE, Netherlands, Ireland.

• American University in Dubai
• Arizona State University
• Birkbeck, University of London
• Blinn College
• Boston University
• Brandeis University
• Brunel University London
• California Polytechnic State University,
   San Luis Obispo
• California State University, 
   Dominguez Hills
• California State University, Fullerton
• California State University, Northridge
• California State University, Sacramento
• California State University, San Marcos
• Case Western Reserve University
• City University of London
• Columbia University - Trinity College

• Emory University
• Erasmus University College
• Franciscan University of Steubenville
• George Mason University Korea
• Georgetown University
• Indiana University
• Johns Hopkins University
• Keio University
• Manhattan College
• MCPHS - Massachusetts College of       
   Pharmacy & Health Sciences
• Moscow State Institute of 
   International Relations
• New York University
• New York University, Abu Dhabi
• Northeastern University
• Northwestern University, Qatar
• Oberlin Conservatory of Music
• Occidental College
• Pennsylvania State University

• Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI)
• Rice University
• Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT)
• Rutgers University
• San Diego State University
• St. Thomas University
• SUNY Buffalo 
• Syracuse University
• Temple University
• Texas A&M University
• Texas State University
• Texas Tech University
• Texas Woman’s University
• The College of Wooster
• The University of Arizona
• The University of North Carolina
• The University of Texas, Austin
• The University of Texas, Dallas
• University of Amsterdam
• University of British Columbia

• University of California, Berkeley
• University of California, Davis
• University of California, Irvine
• University of California, Los Angeles
• University of California, San Diego
• University of California, Santa Barbara
• University of California, Santa Cruz
• University of Houston
• University of Illinois
• University of Maryland
• University of Minnesota
• University of Oregon
• University of Rhode Island
• University of Rochester
• University of Westminster
• University of Wisconsin
• Waseda University School
• Washington and Jefferson College
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KISAC Middle School Girls Basketball Champions!

SKAC Middle School Girls Basketball Champions!

On May 10th and 11th our MS girls basketball team traveled to Jeju Island to participate in the KISAC MS girls basketball tournament. The girls 
played 6 games, winning five games and losing just one game by 1 point.  

On Wednesday, May 15th BFS hosted the SKAC MS girls basketball Finals. Our Lady 
Sharks dominated play throughout the tournament posting 4 wins and taking home the 
championship trophy!  
On the season our Lady Sharks outscored their opponents 358-111, an average score of 
28-9 in all games played. 13 points was the most points any team scored against the Sharks 
all season! 
Coach Barnes and Coach Galles want to congratulate each and every team member for 
their hard work, dedication to their team, and their strong desire to learn the game and 
improve each and every time they take the floor to compete.

By Coach Galles
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HS Futsal Championship: Boys Bring the Cup Home
HS FUTSAL BOYS
We are the champions, my friends. The first time in 
BFS history that the boys’ futsal team has won the 
SKAC futsal championship. 

Our starting team of Sergei, Zenith, Luke, William, 
and Danil played outstanding as a unit which 
possessed the uncanny ability to know where each 
player would be before they got there — amazing 
team chemistry. 

Although the 2-0 championship game over DIS 
sealed the deal, the most hair-raising moments 
came in the semi-finals against HIS which ended in a 
regulation tie — on to penalty kicks! 

Both teams had a few misses and it was getting 
down to very few choices for kickers. We decided to 
have Danil our goalkeeper kick. He placed one in the 
back of the net, then he himself went back between 
the pipes to defend the next shot and saved it! He 
literally won the game on his own with a score and 
a save!

Hats off to all the players including A Team super subs 
Misha, Sojoun and Jun. The B Team played hard and 
finished with two wins, a tie, and a loss — bodes well 
for the future.

Congrats once again to our champions!

By Coach Saunders

HS FUTSAL GIRLS
The girls’ futsal team participated in the culminating 
final tournament on Tuesday, April 30. With 10 
players ranging from 7th-12th grade, they played 3 
games throughout the day.

They tied their first one with ISK 4-4. The second 
game, although they lost to HIS 9-1, was extremely 
competitive. Our team had numerous shots on goal 
that barely missed the back of the net. At the end of 
the day, the girls played in the match to decide whether 
they would place 4th or 5th out of nine teams. After 
coming back from a game-long deficit of one point, the 
game ended in a tie.

Tragically, the BFS girls lost in a shootout. However, 
the team had a lot to be proud of, as they improved 
dramatically from the last tournament in March: the 
girls found their footing with passing and strategy; it 
was like a new team was on the field. Seniors Jiwon Seo 
and Yushin Cho held their own in goal throughout the 
three games, and senior Sunny Kim brought the energy 
and passion to the defense.

The team looks forward to next year; we have a 
relatively young squad with a lot of passion and 
enthusiasm, as well as dedicated rising seniors who 
will lead our team to victory.

By Coach Boyle
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