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OFF TO A 
FANTASTIC

START

Dear Parents,

Our 2018-2019 school year is off  to a fantasti c start.  Our 
mission as a school is to prepare our students to, "enter top 
universiti es worldwide and become responsible, contributi ng 
citi zens in a rapidly changing world."

This past year, we had our best results yet for our college-level 
classes.  41 students took 99 diff erent Advanced Placement 
exams, and an unbelievable 95% of them achieved a 3 or 
higher.  This means that almost every student will be eligible 
to receive college credit for those classes. In comparison, 
the global average is 60%, and the average of internati onal 
schools in Korea is 89%.   This year, we will also be joining select 
internati onal schools in graduati ng our fi rst students with the 
AP Capstone Diploma.

We can achieve these phenomenal results because we have a  
fi rst-class teaching faculty.  Our teaching faculty has a combined 

A Word from the Principal
Iain Macfarlane

teaching experience of 340 years in the classroom! Over 
half of our teachers have at least a Masters Degree in 
Educati on, and 2 of our teachers have completed their 
doctorates. We recruit the best teachers by focusing on 
att racti ng and retaining teachers who add experience, 
intelligence and personality to our outstanding learning 
community.

At BFS, we know that for your child to strive for 
excellence, they must be taught by high-quality 
teachers.  We invest heavily in teacher training.  Over the 
last year, we have sent our teachers to over 55 diff erent 
conferences, courses, and seminars. In September, we 
sent 7 of our faculty to receive Responsive Classroom 
training in Bangkok. This training in providing a positi ve 
and joyful learning community that focuses on engaging 
academics will make a diff erence in your child's life.  

Parents, I hope you share my pride in knowing that BFS 
has the best students, led by a truly outstanding faculty.

Iain Macfarlane
BFS Principal
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New and Upgrade Facilities at BFS

Upgraded Early Childhood playground

Our Maker's Space got a makeover. We also received some new 3D printers.

New water fountains outdoors on the main fi eld 
and by the gym balcony

PTSO 1st Meeting and Coffee with the Principal
A big thanks to all our parents that took the ti me to come to our fi rst parent meeti ng of the year. It is great to know BFS can count on you to 
bett er the school and contribute to the ti ght community we are so proud of. We have published the notes and handouts of the meeti ng. We 
are looking forward to a year fi lled with laughter!

BFS Teachers Attend Responsive Classroom Training in Bangkok
Last week, a group att ended a four-day training workshop on Responsive 
Classroom in Bangkok, Thailand.

Responsive Classroom is an evidence-based approach to teaching 
that focuses on engaging academics, positi ve community, eff ecti ve 
management, and developmental awareness.

With practi ces such as Morning Meeti ng, this approach helps BFS to be 
a safe and joyful learning community where all students develop strong 
social and academic skills and every student can thrive. The group is 
excited to apply all that they learned at the training.

Pictured left  to right: Ms. Boett cher (Grade 3), Mrs. Nelson (Grade 5), Ms. Suk (MS ELL), Ms. Aguerre 
(K-8 Spanish), Ms. Ness (Counselor), Ms. Besic (Kindergarten-5), and Mrs. Harvey (Vice Principal)
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Sharky is Back! 1st 2018-19SY Pep Rally
On Friday, September 7th, the whole Busan Foreign School attended the first ever pep rally of this school year. This year, the STUCO focused 
on bringing everyone into participating at the rally, not just the middle and high school.

First, the elementary Futsal team showcased their shooting skills by having a 1v1 with our very own Sharkey. Everyone had a blast watching 
them. Then, the boys and girls high school volleyball team faced off against the teachers. The whole school united and cheered on.

The game ended on a tie so the middle and high school got their free dress day on Monday, September 10th. This year’s first pep rally went 
great and we look forward to more, later this year.

By David Lee (HS Stuco Historian)
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2018-19 Shark Spirit T-Shirt Winners
And the winner for our Spirit tee-shirt is… Makaylin from 6th grade! Her design was chosen as best met our t-shirt criteria in terms of colors, 
simplicity, and originality.

We also would like to acknowledge our runner-ups: Ian (2nd grade), Ana Maria (4th grade), Arina (11th grade), Ms. Lee (teacher). Go Sharks!

Winner - Makaylin (Grade 6)

Runner Up - Ms. Lee (Teacher) Runner Up - Arina (Grade 11)

Runner Up - Ian (Grade 2)

Runner Up - Ana Maria (Grade 4)

2018-19 BFS Spirit T-Shirt Color

By popular vote, 
our Spirit T-shirt 

designed by 
Makaylin 
(Grade 6) 

this year will be 
black!
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Congratulations on attaining your Doctorate in education, 
Mr. Barnes!
Congratulations on attaining your Doctorate in Education, Mr. Barnes! A journey that started three and a half years ago is finally coming to a 
happy end. With the publication of Mr. Barne’s dissertation on the ProQuest database (the largest, multidisciplinary, full-text database in the 
world), Mr. Barnes just needs to wait until his diploma is handed over to him in December this year.

Mr. Barnes dissertation was as a quantitative research study that explored the satisfaction level of American charter school teachers and 
identified the factors that contributed to and predicted their job satisfaction level.  Findings revealed that these teachers were most satisfied 
with “the chance to do things for other people” and work independence with regard to working in a charter school.  Working conditions and 
supervisory aspects of the job were identified as significant predictors in a teachers level of satisfaction (or there lack of).

Mr. Barnes feels very lucky to have been able to complete such a monumental task, but he believes his focus is more on the idea of life-long 
learning itself.

Even though I have finished what could be considered as the 
pinnacle of formal education, I still find myself asking “what’s 
next” when it comes to learning.  I could not have completed 
what I have without the support of my family and friends and 
the inspiration of my colleagues.  I look forward to continuing 
to expand my experiences both in teaching and learning here at 
BFS for the foreseeable future to help others also see the value 
and reward in their academic growth and accomplishments.

First Fire Drill of the Year
Did you know throughout the year BFS practices several fire drills? this helps prepare everyone on campus to respond quickly, calmly, and 
safely to an emergency situation.

Our first drill for the year took place on Friday, August 31st.
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When he was in high school in his native South Korea, Ha Ryong (Michael) 
Jung ’18 volunteered at a custodial facility for neglected children. “It 
was wonderful and at the same time heartbreaking,” he remembers. “It 
seemed like they were isolated from the system and society. I was young 
at the time myself, so I didn’t really know what I could do as a person. But 
the more I gained work experience, the more I saw the need for law to 
help protect these children and their rights.” 

A burgeoning interest in poverty and development led him to major in 
business administration at the University of Michigan; a summer research 
project on regional poverty and education in Ghana was so engaging that 
he and his fellow students learned traditional Ghanaian music and dance 
so that they could perform on campus to raise funds for girls who wanted 
to go to school. Returning home after college, he completed an internship 
with Korea’s National Assembly and his mandatory two-year service in 
the South Korean army, and worked with UNESCO’s Asia-Pacific Centre of 
Education for International Understanding.

Throughout, “children were still nagging at my heart,” he recalls. 
“I continuously came across instances where legal frameworks 
existed, and there was functioning law enforcement, but 
children were being sidelined. I wanted to understand what the 
international and national mechanisms were that exist to protect 
our children, and it was this curiosity that was really my primary 
motivation for coming to law school.”

Jung stands out for his focused, strategic approach to gaining 
academic and work experience in his chosen field, and in 
the region — Southeast Asia — where he hopes to work after 
graduation. In his time at Harvard Law School, he has completed 
extensive coursework and clinical training in children’s rights, 
human rights and child protection, criminal justice, international 
and foreign law, and human rights advocacy and negotiation. 
Outside of the classroom, Jung has been active in student 
organizations and journals, and has sought out internships and 
other opportunities to gain relevant experience, domestically 
and abroad, during summers and Winter Terms.

Some of his efforts have allowed him to explore the broad field of 
human rights, with an international scope. In his 1L year, he joined a 
student practice organization, Advocates for Human Rights, where he 
worked on a project addressing statelessness, the right to citizenship, 
and the electoral disenfranchisement of the Rohingya people in 
Myanmar. In his 2L and 3L years, he turned to clinical opportunities, 
working on several projects in the International Human Rights Clinic. 
These included efforts to address the prevalence of violence against 
women and girls in Myanmar, law reform campaigns on behalf of the 
LGBTQ community there, and working with refugee camp committees 
on the Thai-Burmese border to examine best practices around 
repatriation.

An Advocate for Children
Michael Jung BFS Alumni ’06 and Harvard Law School Alumni ’18 has taken a wide view
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In other activities, Jung focused more deeply on children. 
He was a Chayes International Public Service Fellow in both 
his 1L and 2L summers, working first in UNICEF’s East Asia 
and Pacific Regional Office in Bangkok, Thailand, and then 
in the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia in 
Phnom Penh. Working in Cambodia, he explains, helped him 
understand the effect on children of years of strife there, and 
to see how the Court addressed the issue of child victims. 
Back on campus, he has completed externships with the 
Child & Youth Protection Unit in the Massachusetts Attorney 
General’s Office and with the Boston Juvenile Court. He was 
also the first HLS student to earn a Child Protection Certificate 
from the Harvard François-Xavier Bagnoud Center for Health 
and Human Rights, through an interdisciplinary program for 
graduate students from across the university.

He is quick to point out the importance of taking this 
holistic approach, of balancing his strong focus on child 
protection with a broader look at human rights, criminal 
justice and other issues, and of ensuring that he has a solid 
grounding in U.S. law as well as in the laws and systems 
of other countries. Jung has already seen how his work 
here and abroad complement each other. “People outside 
of the United States ask me about the system in the U.S., 
inquiring how they could help improve their own systems. 
If it weren’t for the Child Advocacy Clinic, I would not have 
been able to really explain what the system here looks like, 
especially in Massachusetts,” he explains.

As wide-ranging as his studies and activities have been, Jung has 
been purposeful in planning his path. Before he arrived at HLS, he 
spent considerable time poring over web sites and course catalogs 
— not just at the law school, but across Harvard — taking notes on 
what courses and programs he could pursue and which professors 
he wanted to approach, and mapping out his time here, semester 
by semester. In fact, when he’s asked what advice he would give 
to incoming students, he recommends that they do this kind of 
advance preparation, as there will be many other demands on 
their time once they’re here, and “it’s less likely that you’ll miss 
opportunities if you already know where to look.”

After graduation, Jung will be undertaking a legal fellowship in 
Cambodia to assist in ensuring protection and justice for children, 
grounded in children’s rights. Still, looking back to his time in 
Ghana, he adds, a little wistfully, that he would like to work in 
Africa someday, an unsurprising wish for a focused advocate with 
a wider view.

By Audrey Kunycky, May 7, 2018
Article source: https://today.law.harvard.edu/advocate-children-michael-jung-18-taken-wide-view/
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Busan Foreign School’s 
BEST AP RESULTS IN THE HISTORY OF OUR AP PROGRAM!

      Here are some individual accolades and honors bestowed on BFS students from the College Board:

AP Scholar — Granted to students with a score of 3 or higher on 3 or more AP Exams.

Mina ’19    |    Anastasia ’20    |    Ilya ’19    |    Patrick ’19    |   
Wontag ’19    |    Hans Malek-’18    |    Alice ’18    |    Liheng ’18 

AP Scholar with Honor — Granted to students who receive an average score of at least 3.25 
on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on four or more of these exams.

 
Joshua ’18    |    Stella ’18    |    Jiwon ’19

AP Scholar with Distinction — Granted to students who receive an average score of at 
least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on five or more of these exams.

Amaya ’19    |    Min ’19    |    Chaeyun ’19    |    Cindy ’18    |   
Jihong ’18    |    Jee Hyun ’18    |    Zenith ’19

AP International Diploma —  The AP International Diploma (APID) is a globally recognized 
certificate awarded only to international students who display exceptional achievement across a variety 
of disciplines — including a Foreign Language, English Literature, Global Perspectives, and STEM.

Amaya ’19    |    Jihong ’18

95% of all BFS test takers scored at least a 3 or higher on their 
AP Exams. This success rate is significantly higher than both the Korean 
average of 89% and the global average of 60%.

41 Students completed 99 different AP exams during the 2018 
AP Exam testing season — nearly half the high school!

18 students received different levels of Honors, recognizing 
individual hard work and success on AP Exams.

BUSAN FOREIGN SCHOOL  |  SCHOOL WIDE



www.busanforeignschool.org 9

First Day of School

BUSAN FOREIGN SCHOOL  |  SCHOOL WIDE
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Elementary August Student of the Month
1st Student of the Month of the year. Congratulati ons to all our winners for standing out at being caring.

PK3 Taeyang

K4 Toby
K5 Naya, Taelyn

1st Grade Kamea, Addie
2ⁿd Grade Bobby, Alena
3rd Grade Sasha, Nicholas

4th Grade Yena

5th Grade Schuyler

Curious about our SLOs? check them out on our website: www.busanforeignschool.org/about-us/mission-vision/#tab-1415577970-2-98

Reading Buddies



www.busanforeignschool.org 11

Regions of USA

Mary University of Wisconsin, Whitewater

Tony SUNY Korea

Lea Emily Carr University of Art and Design

Yuri Australian Defence Force

Daniel Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences

Gene University of Washington

Joshua UC, San Diego

Minji London College of Fashion

Cindy UC, Berkeley
Jihong Williams College

Stella UC, San Diego

Hans Malek US Army

Jee Hyun Vanderbilt University

Alice UC, Irvine

Alex University of British Columbia

Liheng UC, Davis

One More Shout to Our Class of 2018 Graduates

High School Student Council Team for the 2018-19 SY
After HS elections… Welcome the BFS HS Student Council for the 2018-19SY!

• Amaya (Co-Pres)

• Zenith (Co-Pres)

• David (Historian)

• Nastya (Secretary)

• Anika (Treasurer)

• Chiyeon (9th-grade class representative)

• Patrick (9th-grade class representative)

• Hidaya (10th-grade class representative)

• Esther (10th-grade class representative)

• Wendell (11th-grade class representative)

• Jena (11th-grade class representative)

• Allie (12th-grade class representative)

• Phoebe (12th-grade class representative)

• Jiwon (12th-grade class representative)

BUSAN FOREIGN SCHOOL  |  MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL

Our Seniors started to look into 
colleges and universities, many of 
which are in the U.S.A., and in places 
they have never seen, nor been. On 
Monday, August 13th, seven of our 
teachers shared their love for their 
own region with them. A lot of small 
steps yet to be taken Class of 2019, 
but BFS will be with you along the way.
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BFS Sports Team Practice

HS Volleyball SKAC Divisional Meet Results

On Friday, September 14,  the high school boys volleyball team traveled to DIS for the SKAC Divisional HS Volleyball Tournament.  Due to the 
inclement weather, the entire tournament was held indoors which meant matches were shortened to 30 minutes each to accommodate all 14 
(boys and girls) teams competing in the tournament.  With such a short amount of time, the first game was the most important. Whoever won 
the first game, won the match. This proved to be an important factor working against BFS in the beginning of the day.

Our BFS Sharks got off to a slow start on the day dropping their first two matches to HIS and BIFS, before rallying to win their final three 
matches of the day topping ISK, GIFS, and DIS.

William, Luke and Alex each had some impressive kills.  Passes and sets were much improved in the three victories, and the team’s serving 
percentage was much better in all three victories compared to their two losses.

The boys team now has six weeks to continue to improve before the end of the season championship tournament which takes place at BFS on 
October 25th. Until then the boys will focus on their skills, teamwork, playing strategies, and execution of their offense. Our next competition 
will be a scrimmage with BIFS on Monday, October 1st.  

The high school girls Volleyball team came 1st out of 8 teams at the SKAC preliminary tournament in Daegu. They finished with 4 wins and 0 
losses! The captains were Allie Borel and Anika Cho.

By Erik nelson (Boys Coach)
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Elementary Futsal Divisional
Our BFS Shark’s 2018-19 futsal teams could not have opened their season any better. All 
the Shark teams were phenomenal at the SKAC Divisional tournament held in Daegu on 
Saturday, September 8th. BFS played a total of 9 futsal matches on the day, winning 8 and 
losing only one, which was a game our BFS girls played as a mixed team combined with 3 
girls from HIS. In total, the Sharks scored 67 goals on the day and conceded just 11 goals. 
More surprisingly, 13 out of 14 different Sharks managed to score at least one goal on the 
day! Our mighty Sharks averaged 7.5 goals per match while giving up (on average) just 1.5 
goals per match throughout the day.

BFS players were true sharks on the field, displaying both perseverance and aggressiveness. 
The Sharks were efficient in containing the ball on the offensive half of the field. Schuyler 
and Alexander were rock-solid goalkeepers allowing field players to focus on offense. 
Justin, Tristan, Harry, and Diego showed energy and speed that opponents struggled to 
keep up with. Deshaun had two beautiful header goals. Amber, Alexa, and Mason were 
the “engines” of the team, constantly putting pressure on the opponents. Hadassah was a 
constant threat to the opponents even from a distance with her powerful kicks. Danil, Elias, 
and Sophie were fierce fighters helping the team to win the ball at every opportunity.

Most importantly, the Sharks also displayed excellent sportsmanship throughout the day: 
helping fallen opponent players get up from the field, and applauding when an injured 
opponent player managed to get up.

Every Shark player went above and beyond in all standards. It certainly was a shark-tastic 
day for everyone!

By Mr. Joe Yang and Mr. Scottie Cressey (ES futsal main coaches)

Fencing Club News
Did you know? 

Over the vacation period, two of 
our students, Andrew Lee and 
Edward Kim, participated in a 
fencing competition at the Busan 
Metropolitan City Base Sports 
Club. 

They were both awarded medals 
and Andrew even placed 1st in 
his category!

BOYS
· Justin (19)
· Diego (12)
· Tristan (6)

GIRLS
· Amber (6)
· Hadassah (6)
· Sophie (4)

THE SHARK’S TOP 
GOAL SCORERS ON THE DAY



14 www.busanforeignschool.org

BUSAN FOREIGN SCHOOL  |  SEPTEMBER 2018 EDITION

IMAGES OF THE MONTH
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