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SPECIALISTS NEWSLETTERElementary students finished strong this year by wrapping up their studies 
of basic computer science concepts. They used events, functions, and 
conditionals to solve complex puzzles, and 3rd grade has been putting their 
knowledge to use to make their own games. Meanwhile, K5 has been 
spending time becoming acquainted with the keyboard, preparing them for 
their journey to the internet next year. 2nd grade has been practicing pair 
programming, a cooperative technique used frequently in the industry. 
We're excited to see what everyone will be able to accomplish next year!



-006--001-

A R T
Mrs. Soo

In the 4th quarter, we had a seasonal themed lesson. In spring, we created Iris and 
Daffodils in a vase inspired by Van Gogh’s Iris flower and also created Dandelion Collage 
and Flower Bouquets so that we could give a thank-you gift in May. These lesson use 
watercolor and oil pastel and creating shapes with paper and scissors. 

Ms. Lee

K O R E A N

Later we created a Treasure Map project 
using a combination of Washable markers 
and colored pencils. By exploring the 
‘Kon-Tiki’ expedition from South America to 
the Polynesian islands, students experienced 
a cross-curricular lesson that focused on art 
techniques, literature, history and geography.

We also had fun lesson making soap using 
soap dough. They made different 
characters, chicks, dolphins, and donuts. 
Working with clay or dough works the small 
muscles of the hands and develops the arch 
on the hands, increasing endurance for 
activities.

K5 students learned words that start 
with basic consonants and how to write 
those consonants by tracing the letters. 
They made Korean Folk Masks and toy 
drums. These are some of the words 
they learned; 탈[TAHL], 북[BOOG], 
부채[BOOCHAE] and so on.

In the 4th Quarter, Korean Class participated in cultural activities which made learning fun by cooking and 
making handcrafts. I am happy to hear “Learning Korean is fun and I am going to take Korean Class next year 
again!” Quarterly Expression: 보고 싶을 거예요!![BOGO SHIPLE GUH-YEAH-YO], which means “I will miss you!”

1st Graders practiced reading with short stories and 
they are learning new words with double consonants 
and onomatopoeia. They practiced reading and 
writing also at home with their homework. Go for it, 
First Graders! The stories used in class are tales giving 
the students lessons to be wiser when making 
decisions. 

2nd Graders are practicing phrases related with daily life 
and learning the combination of consonants and vowel 
letters to read better in Korean. They currently have been 
learning expressions; (something/ someone 좋아해요[-
JO-AH-HAE-YO] and 싫어해요[SHI-RUH-HAE-YO]. They 
learned new vocabulary like fruits, Korean foods and 
animals. Students practice speaking and writing simple 
phrases with the words they have learned recently.

Upper Elementary students are learning 
words and practicing writing those words by 
listening and getting simple clues to write 
them. We played a speed game how faster 
each of the students can read the words 
without any mistakes. They did pretty well. 
Some of the students seem to be very 
confident with their reading and writing. As 
part of culture experience, they made their 
own 김밥[GIM-BOB], and enjoyed Korean 
food and shared their own recipes.
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Ms. Taylor

E S P A Ñ O L M U S I C
Mr. Chapa

4th Quarter in music class is characterized by composition, improvisation, and arranging.
Lower Elementary - Spring quarter 
has proven to be very fun and 
productive.  The lower elementary 
students finished reading “Donde 
Viven los Monstruos” (Where the 
Wild Things Are), and even 
followed along with the book while 
watching the movie - all in Spanish! 
We have been learning how to say 
so much about our monsters! What 
they eat, like to do, where they live 
and much more! All students will 
end the year making their own 
book about their own monster. This 
year has been so much fun! And, in 
addition to their Monster books, all 
students will have their notebook 
to take home. They can review and 
practice this summer!  

Upper Elementary - This quarter, Grades 
3-5 have been focusing on seasons, 
weather and clothing.  Students are able 
to identify and label the four seasons in 
Spanish, mention what kind of weather 
patterns we normally experience during 
those seasons, and the typical clothing 
they wear.  Each student is giving a short 
presentation which includes all of this 
information. On the last day of language 
class, students will be able to take their 
notebooks home for the summer.  

Ivanna (Grade 1) and Rosa (Grade 2) working on their books

Irene and Sandra reading their Monstruos books to each other

Eunhoo giving her presentation

Students use what they 
learned earlier in the year to 
create new versions of songs. 
Some of the methods they 
use are adding instrumental 
parts, ostinatos, canons, and 
creative movement. Students 
absolutely love these lessons 
as it gives them a chance for 
individual expression. 

On a personal note, I am very 
proud of Mrs. Nelson's 5th-grade 
class. These students started 
elementary school the same year I 
started working at BFS. We had 
the opportunity to travel together 
to Daegu International School to 
perform in the SKAC Fine Arts 
Festival earlier this quarter. It was 
a fantastic trip and a great way to 
celebrate our time together. It's 
amazing to see how much they 
have grown as individuals and as 
musicians. I hope they continue to 
keep music in their lives. 

Thank you for all the support from family and friends to our music program at BFS. 
I hope to see you all back again next year!
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Mr. Galles

L I B R A R Y  C L A S S
Ms. Wesen

Kindergarten: We learned about Caldecott picture books. The 
Caldecott award is given for the best illustrations. My personal favorite 
was Smoky Night by Eve Bunting. The class made a small booklet 
drawing characters from these dynamic stories found in our library. Ask 
your child what books they have been reading in library class! 

First grade: The First graders worked extremely hard on practicing their 
lines for our Readers Theater performance. We had the performance 
on Thursday, May 17th. Students learned how to hold their script 
properly and the importance of speaking clearly. I am so proud of them 
and it’s amazing how much they have matured this year! 

Second grade: We had our Readers Theater performance on 
Thursday, April 12th. It was the biggest turn out we’ve ever had! 
Students did an amazing job. The rest of the quarter students 
learned how to use the OPAC. OPAC stands for Online Public Access 
Catalog. It is our library database. Students can look for books that 
we have in the library. They also know how to see if the book is 
available or not and know how to access this website from home! 

Third grade: In Quarter 4, we finished reading my 
favorite book Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White. I 
love this book and I’m so grateful to have shared 
this special novel with the Third graders. We 
watch the cartoon version and students were 
quick to point out similarities and differences. 
Our next unit was learning how to use the library 
catalog system. They loved discovering this and 
realizing how it works. Now, during check out 
they want to see if certain books are in the library 
using this website. Ask your child to show you 
how to access this from home!

Fourth grade: The Fourth grade class learned 
how to use the library catalog and our online 
database Britannica Online. Students did a mini 
research project on someone who inspires them. 
They created a Microsoft Powerpoint on this 
person and presented it to their peers. They 
made sure to cite their sources! Our final unit is 
reading the informational text Titanic by Victoria 
Sherrow. They are learning about timelines, bold 
words, glossary and table of contents. This true 
story is incredible to learn about!

Fifth grade: I have always enjoyed novel studies 
and I’m pleased with how engaged the Fifth 
graders are with the novel, The Giver by Lois 
Lowry. Students are creating a Google Slide about 
this book so ask your child to see it from home! 
The class discussions have been very interesting 
about choices, community and feelings. We will 
watch the movie once we have finished the novel. 
I’m so thrilled about how once library ends, 
students want to keep reading! 

Have a wonderful summer students and I will miss 
you all! Keep reading and follow your dreams! :)

The 4th quarter has been quite busy for our elementary students. We've played 
soccer, basketball, badminton, tag games, evasive games, track and field event 
practice, etc. Here are a few pictures of the activities in lower elementary (K5 ~ 
Grade 2) and upper elementary (Grade 3 ~ Grade 5).

I can’t believe this is my final newsletter here at BFS! I’m so thankful for each and everyone of you for making 
these two years so memorable. I hope you all continue to read and learn about whatever inspires you! Make 
sure to check out the BFS Book Fair on May 31st and June 1st! This is what has been happening in Quarter 4!


