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▪Señorita Sanchez, our PTSO president, presented at 
    KORCOS on assessment practices

▪Mrs. Harvey and myself presented at EARCOS on  
     Professional Development in Bangkok

Next year, we will be devoting more time, effort and 
resources to professional development.  When our 
teachers achieve, our students achieve.
This is a a very busy time of year. In the final 3 weeks 
leading up to the Winter Holidays, please keep the 
following dates in mind:

Make sure to check our website, facebook and emails for 
up-to-date listings of events and activities.  

Our students will continue to succeed in a caring and 
committed environment.
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A Word from the Principal
                                        Iain Macfarlane

As we reach the end of November I am thankful for the opportunity 
to lead this amazing school.  I am thankful for the efforts of our staff 
and the PTSO to bring our community together.  A big thank you to 
the parents who came and volunteered their time to make this a 
special day for our students.  The food was absolutely delicious. 
Seeing children, parents and teachers sitting and eating together 
makes this holiday special.  I especially loved the addition of the 
Thanksgiving tree.  We have so much for which we can be grateful.  
Personally, I am grateful that I have found my way to this amazing 
school. 

It is a joy to work in a community that values relationships, effort 
and achievement.  Our teachers embrace their leadership role in this 
community.  They take time out of their lives to attend trainings that 
directly improve learning for our students.  Since January of last year 
our teachers have attended 46 different conferences and 
workshops.  In the last six weeks:

▪Mr. Cressey investigated the Next Generation Science 
    Standards in a workshop led by Paul Anderson

▪Mrs. Cressey and Ms. Demers discussed Reggio Emilia in the       
    Early Childhood at a conference in Hanoi

SEASON
OF

GIVING
THANKS

▪Elementary Winter Concert: December 1st
▪Orchestra Concert: December 8th
▪High School Basketball Finals: December 9th
▪Early Childhood Concert: December 11th
▪ELC & ELE Science Learning Fair : December 11th
▪MS/HS Exams: December 13th ~ 15th
▪Elementary Volleyball Divisional: December 12th
▪Winter Holiday: December 22nd ~ January 9th
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The 2017-2018 SKAC Spelling Bee took place on 
November 21st at Kwangju Foreign School.  BFS sent 
representatives from Grades 1-8 and it was a thrilling 
experience for all.  Our wonderful SHARKS performed 
extremely well under the watchful eye of 3 Spelling Bee 
judges and a very attentive audience.  

Our students learned how to handle their nerves under 
pressure and manage their emotions throughout the 
whole competition.  If you see any of the following 
students, be sure to congratulate them!

Well done, Spelling Bee SHARKS!

2017 – 2018 BFS Spelling Bee Fun

The new improved Shark Tank is on!
The 1st episode of the 2017-18 SY by the new Digital Media 
Creation class has been published. In this episode, you will 
learn about our new K5 teacher, a friendly new addition to 
BFS mornings, a sports update, and a new segment about 
our students’ favorite memories from this school year. 10 
min worth watching! And remember to subscribe to the 
BFSTV Youtube channel to be the first to get new BFS videos 
and news.   https://youtu.be/2FX1-jCBSac

BFS Shark Tank Fall 2017-18SY
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Grade 1:  Tyler Gamble and JunHo Lee
Grade 2:  Chloe Cho and Fitz Santos

Grade 3:  Ana Maria Anzola and Yena Elliott
Grade 4:  William Lee and Justin Han

Grade 5:  Tanvi Kumar and Elizabeth Kim
Grade 6:  Kirill Lee and Nathan Soumphonphakdy

Grade 7:  Stanley Cho and Charlize Santos
Grade 8:  Michelle Moon and Diana Lee

Last year, the digital media creation class interviewed over 
50 students to create the Humans of BFS portfolio. With 
the help of the BFS marketing department, their work has 
been translated into a nice booklet. Check it out!
https://busanforeignschool.org/wp-content/uploads/201
7/11/Humans-of-BFS-Booklet-Compressed.pdf

Humans of BFS – Entire 
Series
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Mr. Macfarlane and Mrs. Harvey recently attended the East Asia Regional Council of Overseas Schools 
(EARCOS) Leadership Conference in Bangkok, Thailand. It was a great opportunity to network with 
peers from other international schools and share best practices.

They presented a session, “Making Connections in Professional Development” focused on improving 
student learning and engagement through teachers’ continuous improvement and growth in their daily 
practices. During the session, they discussed practical ways to identify a focus for learning, organize 
collaborative learning groups, make global connections, determine timelines, and measure success.

BFS teachers engage in professional development through a variety of conferences, workshops, 
university courses, online resources, and collaboration among teachers to meet our school mission. 

Great teaching can inspire and sustain a student for many years, even a lifetime.
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BFS Presents at the EARCOS Leadership Conference

Read these beautiful poems by BFS students honoring the school. BFS is full of talent and yes: we do 
make good writers.

BFS Founder’s Day Poetry Competition Winners
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Congratulations to Kevin (5th grade) for wining third price at the 
Korean Air “Future Artist Olypiad” children’s contest, under the 
theme: “I want to introduce my best friend, Muffin”.
He was awarded a certificate, a trophy, 2 domestic flight tickets, 
and his submission printed on a tee! 🐕🖍�BFS loves art!
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Kevin Zhang: Winner of Korean Air “Future Artist Olypiad” 
Children’s Contest

ELC and ELE Student of the Month

K3: Kirill
K4: Gabriel & Misha

K5: Woorim & Markis
1st Grade: Bobby & Ivanna
2nd Grade: Chloe & Tiffany

3rd Grade: Hadassah & Junyeong
4th Grade: Joy & William

5th Grade: Danica & Mishel

SEPTEMBER SOM (Hardworking - Be your best!)

OCTOBER SOM (Articulate - Be an active listener!)

K3: Toby
K4: Maya

K5: Noah & Corban
1st Grade: Ian & Junho

2nd Grade: Mason & Sandra
3rd Grade: Ana Maria & Amber

4th Grade: Hana
5th Grade: Tanvi & Kelila
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BFS Implements “Anchored4Life”
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We have the good fortune to report an exciting 
new counseling partnership with the US Navy, 
called Anchored4Life.  The school counselor, Ms. 
Fox, the advisor, will be working with a team of 
students to help facilitate positive transition 
support and build leadership skills within the 
elementary.  These students (three 4th graders & 
three 5th graders) will be helping Ms. Fox to 
facilitate the meetings and give information to 
classes Kindergarten 5 - 5th grade during a short 
20-25 min morning meeting format, monthly.

Anchor’s away is a program sponsored by the US 
Navy, specifically to enhance a positive transition 
to youth in elementary school (all students).  We 
are one of two schools in Korea that are 
authorized to do this program under the new US 
Navy Contract here on the Korean peninsula– it is 
a great honor that we are able to be the first to roll 
out this important project in collaboration with 
the counseling department.

Celebrating American Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving was such a fun day!  The 
Elementary Turkey Trot was a great start to 
the day. Students trotted as far as the 
Jangsan reservoir, stopping on the way to 
complete fun and active challenges. 
Students were also asked to get to know 
their classmates a bit more on the walk.  
Ask your son/daughter what they learned 
about someone from their class!

We are so thankful for the PTSO and all the 
moms and dads that joined us for lunch. 
We are also thankful for the school 
cafeteria, who prepared a traditional 
Thanksgiving meal. For dessert we regaled  
ourselves with a  selection of home baked 
goodies. This was very special because 
each parent baked something that 
reminded them of their own country.

To make the day more meaningful, we 
wrote what we are Thankful for in leaves 
that were hanged on a Thanksgiving tree. 
We have left the trees in the lobby so you 
can still check them out.

Visit our school website picture gallery. We 
have well documented the day.
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Welcome new NHS Inductees for the 2017-18 SY
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On Friday, 9/29 at 4 pm, National Honors Society had an induction ceremony to welcome 13 new members 
of the 2017-2018 NHS.

The new 13 members are Amaya , Anika, Daniel (Dong-In), Ilya, Joshua (Howon), Anastasia, Bini, Cindy 
(Dayeong), Jena, Yuna (Chaeyun), Alice, Zenith, and Wonjeong.

Each member was selected as they met qualifications of Four pillars of the NHS requirements: Character, 
Leadership, Service, and Scholarship.

Welcome to the NHS family. Let’s make a difference!

Middle School 2017-2018 Retreat
On September 28-29, The 2017-2018 middle 
school of BFS went out on a water-filled 
retreat at Namhae Island. This trip included 
many exciting things that truly showed the 
school spirit and teamwork of BFS. Many 
students went snorkeling and kayaking for the 
first time, which built teamwork and improved 
relationships with friends. We even went out 
to deep-sea fish, which we all had to learn 
about, and have specific strategies for.
A cultural village at Namhae Island was kind 
enough to let us stay and sleep in their homes. 
At our homestay, we were given delectable 
food and were treated like family. We also 
learned more about the korean culture and 
ways. When hiking, we grew our strength and 
energy, all while having a wonderful time on 
this retreat. This raised our respect and trust 
for one another, and was a great experience 
overall for MS of BFS.

By Charlize Santos (MS STUCO Historian)
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Student of the Quarter for MS & HS
Congratulations to the winners of the 1st quarter of the 2017-18 SY:
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The students led the content of the SOQ assemblies. 
We loved the games, interactions and the way they 
enhanced our ESLR’s to be meaningful to all.

Socially Conscious: Davion (Grade 6)
Hardworking: Michael (Grade 7)

Academic Achiever: Sona (Grade 6)
Responsible: Isaiah (Grade 8)

Knowledgeable: Misha (Grade 7)

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Socially Conscious: Hana (Grade 9) & Oleg (Grade 10)
Hardworking: Phoebe (Grade 11) & Hans (Grade 12)

Academic Achiever:  Jiwon (Grade 11)
Responsible: Daniel (Grade 12)

Knowledgeable: Stella (Grade 12)

HIGH SCHOOL

SKAC Model United Nations Debate
Hats off to the MUN Team!

In two of the four committees our students got resolutions debated:

• In the General Assembly, Ilya Kim got his measure on Palestine debated, 
and was voted Best Delegate – Honorable Mention by his peers.
• Newcomer Daniel Kim, in the Security Council, also got his resolution, on 
environmentally sustainable growth in developing countries, debated and 
passed! This is a remarkable accomplishment for a new delegate.

The whole team represented BFS well, taking stands on key issues, and giving 
it their all.

By T. Neeno (BFS HS Social Studies)
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AP Capstone: What is AP Seminar up to?

MS&HS SKAC STEM FAIR
On November 14th, 5 schools gathered with 50 science 
projects and 85 students for a science fair at BFS.  Students 
presented their projects 4-6 times individually to various 
members of a panel of 25 judges made up of community 
members, teachers and heads of school from all around S. 
Korea.  Attending were BIA, GIFS, DIS, HIS, and BFS.

All of our students were poised and professional, and 
delivered great projects.  Some of our students won their 
divisions:

Congratulations to the winners of awards from BFS:

Many classes from the elementary, middle and high 
schools visited the science fair and enjoyed the displays.

It was a wonderful day for all.
By Martha Branch 

(Science Fair coordinator and Grades 6-12 STEM teacher)
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Students at BFS are looking into whether or not people 
should become vegan; the cause, effect, and solution to 
human rights violations that correlate with world-wide 
sporting events like the World Cup; and how the need for 
privacy intersects with national security. 
Throughout Task 1 students will be developing a research 
question, evaluating sources, considering multiple 
perspectives, writing a report, meeting with their group to 
create a presentation that synthesizes their findings, and 
presenting to their peers. 
AP Seminar seeks to help students gain research, writing, 
and critical thinking skills that will serve them in college 
and beyond.

 by Meghan Leland (AP seminar Teacher)

Students in AP Seminar just began work on Task 1–a team 
project that requires them to investigate and research an 
issue facing the world today. 

▪Min Jeong, 2nd place in the Environmental  
   Science HS Division with her project: “Eliminating 
   lignin in biomass”
▪Jee Hyun Park, 1st place in the Biology HS 
   Division with her project “Effects of temperature 
   on the rate of enzyme activity”
▪Michelle Moon and Lucy Park, 1st place in the 
  Chemistry MS Division with their project. “Do 
   liquids evaporate at different rates?”
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End of Elementary Soccer SKAC Season
On Wednesday, October 19th our ES girls futsal teams (A&B) played in the SKAC Finals hosted by Daegu International 
School (DIS) at the Bokhyun Futsal Complex in Daegu.

In the semi-final match it was a rematch of a Divisional game against HIS where our girls beat HIS 1-0 in a tight battle of 
two very evenly matched teams.  This semi-final game was no different.  Our girls conceded a goal midway through the 
first half and were down 0-1 at halftime.  Not to be denied, our Sharks A-team scored the equalizing goal midway through 
the second half.  Again, we brought a great deal of energy and passion in every attempt to win the game in the final 
minutes and had several chances to win, but the ball just nearly missed each time. This sent the game into a penalty shoot 
out, whereby each team received 5 penalty kicks to determine which team would advance to the Finals. The penalty kicks 
came down to the very last kick as BFS was trying to tie the penalty kick score and send it to sudden death. Unfortunately 
for our Sharks we couldn’t manage to find the goal and lost the penalty kick shootout 0-1. It was truly a heartbreaking loss 
for our undefeated girls A-team, but we are very proud of the girls and they had an amazing season.

Overall our BFS girls A-team won 4 matches and tied 2 matches, and lost the final match (draw 1-1) on penalty kicks.  For 
the season our girls A-team outscored their opponents 19-3 in 6 games played.  Angie scored 15 goals and Lilly scored the 
other 4 goals for our team. All team members contributed to our team’s success by playing strong defense, sharing the 
soccer ball, and creating scoring opportunities for each other!  Congratulations to all the girls on the BFS Shark futsal team 
on an outstanding season of many successes!
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BFS Girls B-Team
Our BFS girls B-team won their first match of the day 
by a score of 1-0 over the ISK B-team. Jaelle scored 
the winning goal in the first half and the Sharks held 
on with great defense to prevent ISK from scoring any 
goals.nIn the B-team’s second match of the day they 
lost to HIS 0-3.  The match was much closer than the 
score and this result was a good one for our girls 
B-team playing against a much older and bigger 
squad from HIS. In the third match of the day our girls 
B-team was beaten by Hyundai Foreign School (HFS) 
by a score of 0-2.  Again, a pretty good result for such 
a young BFS B-team.  The girls hustled well, increased 
their knowledge of the game and improved their 
skills throughout the season. Congratulations to all 
the BFS B-team girls on an enjoyable futsal season!

BFS Girls A-Team
Our girls A-team started off the day with a 7-0 win 
over ISK, then followed that in their second game 
with a 1-1 draw against DIS.  That match saw DIS 
take a 1-0 lead in the first half, and our BFS Sharks 
battled hard and kept pressing to get that equalizing 
goal. Finally, midway through the second half the 
Sharks scored to even the match. Now, with only a 
few minutes remaining the girls pressed hard to get 
the winning goal and had several close chances but 
DIS held on against the immense BFS pressure and 
the game ended in a draw (1-1).  Based on points our 
girls A-team won their pool and went onto the 
semi-finals.
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SKAC Cross Country Final at KFS

Middle School & High School (By Mr. Evans)
It was a superb weekend for cross country 
running and BFS did great! Our middle and 
high school performed extremely well and 
they should be very proud of themselves. 
Thank you to all of our dedicated runners for 
such an excellent cross country season!

Elementary (By Mrs. Virgen)
The students have worked so hard this season 
and that definitely rang true at the final cross 
country meet this past Saturday. Even through 
the heat the kids raced their hearts out.
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The final meeting took place this Saturday, October 21st, at KFS. The first challenge of the day … waking up for an early 
5:30am departure from BFS! Definitely worth it as many of our students qualified and everyone gave their best.

Elementary Boys:
2nd place - Jeremiah
6th place - Theo

Elementary Girls:
2nd place - Angela
5th place - Lillian
6th place - Sophia
8th place - Maria

HS:
3rd place - Yuri
10th place - Liheng

MS:
4th place - Misha
5th place - George
5th place - Gaëtane
9th place - Kiril

MS Soccer Season Ends
After a great deal of improvement in the past month, the Sharks sprang back on Wednesday November 22nd at the MS 
Futsal divisional tournament, scoring two consecutive wins against HFS and DIS 2. These two victories moved them up a 
full division, and secured them a spot in the quartefinal round, where they lost a tough game against DIS 1. The boys (and 
1 girl) played hard and left everything on the field. It was a great note to end the season on!
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KISAC HS Volleyball Results
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HS Girls Volleyball Team
The HS Girls Volleyball team came in 5th place for the A-division with 1 win and 3 losses and 6th place for the B-division 
with 1 win and 3 losses. The captains were Cindy Lee and Jihong Lee. The MVPs were Anika Cho and Hidaya Mansour. The 
A-Team showed that they can be a challenge for top schools. The B-Team has improved an incredible amount since the 
beginning of the year. We had a great time sightseeing, eating delicious meals, and bonding together. We have improved 
tremendously this year and look forward to next year.

By Simon Lee (coach)

HS Boys Volleyball Team
High School boys traveled to Jeju for the KISAC two day volleyball tournament.  The boys teams played hard and worked 
through some tough rallies. Players on each team stepped up to a very challenging tournament with grit and good 
sportsmanship. Players on the BFS boys volleyball team used their learned hardcore skill, dedication to the game and thirst 
to excel to make a good show at the tournament. Players on the team worked through tough competition and gained skills 
to enhance the program here at Busan Foreign School.
Two students were given awards for their efforts on and off the court.  Coaches selected Alex Tian, grade 12 and Zenith 
Shrestha grade 11 to receive the award based on their sportsmanship, leadership and hard work.  Senior, Alex Tian worked 
tirelessly to help support his team and earned the respect of all players.   Junior, Zenith Shrestha, a first year player to the 
Junior Varsity team, impressed coaches from all teams with his good attitude, leadership and growth during the 
tournament.   Both boys were awarded a KISAC patch and were featured in the closing ceremony representing the best of 
boys volleyball.

By Ellen Fox (coach)

Cindy Lee:
“First, I’m sorry that I couldn’t say my final words in 

person. But I just wanted to say that it was truly an honor 
being your captain this year. I’m just so thankful that I 

got to spend my last BFS volleyball season with an 
amazing team! Each one of you contributed positive 

energy, great attitude, and tremendous time 
commitment to make everything possible. I hope that 

you all enjoyed volleyball this year as much as I did and 
will continue to play! Love you all!”

Jihong Lee:
“Hey everyone. I just wanted to thank all of you before the 
end of the day. Thank you so much for all the effort you all 
put in for the past few months and it was truly an honor to 
be a captain to a team like this. Whether it was cheering, 

playing your best during games, or helping each other feel 
better, you made this team the best team I could ever ask 

for! A lot of things happened this season and I couldn’t 
have done it without all of you! Thank you for an amazing 

final season and rest up. Bye :)”

Quotes From the HS Girls Volleyball Team Captains:
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Sharky’s Kitchen: The Latest Created Student Led Club
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Join Sharky’s Kitchen Club to come help make food for events in and 
outside of school and get a lot of community service hours! Show us your 
cooking skills so come and join! We recommend high schoolers to join 
because this is a great opportunity to get community service hours and 
show us your talent! The first meeting is Tuesday the October 17th, in the 
cafeteria.

If you have any questions, contact Won Jeong Uhm or Diana Lee.

BIWA Christmas Charity 
Bazaar

Your Christmas charity event! Join the BIWA 
Christmas Charity Bazaar on December 9 at the 
Grand Hotel. BFS will be performing at noon and 
helping out with the kids corner.

Russian Consulate 
Invitation

The Russian Consulate of Busan invites you to 
participate to their annual end of year event: enjoy 
Russian culture and food, meet Santa, and play 
traditional Russian games with your child.



BUSAN FOREIGN SCHOOL  |  NOVEMBER 2017 EDITION

12

Im
ag

es
 of

 th
e M

on
th

Busan Foreign School

facebook.com/thebusanforeignschool



BUSAN FOREIGN SCHOOL  |  NOVEMBER 2017 EDITION

12

Im
ag

es
 of

 th
e M

on
th

Busan Foreign School

facebook.com/thebusanforeignschool



www.busanforeignschool.org




